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WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama sought Sunday 
to calm jittery Americans after 
the terrorist attack last week in 
California, delivering a prime-

time address designed to under-
score the government’s cam-
paign against an evolving threat.

Speaking from a lectern in 
the Oval Office, Obama bluntly 
acknowledged the heightened 
fears that followed attacks in 
Paris and San Bernardino, 
which his administration over 
the weekend called an “act of  
terrorism” that was inspired, 
but not directed, by members of  
the Islamic State.

“It is clear that the two of them 
had gone down the dark path of  

radicalization,” Obama said. “So 
this was an act of  terrorism de-
signed to kill innocent people.”

Obama promised an inten-
sification of  airstrikes against 
the Islamic State, also known as 
ISIS or ISIL, and promised that 
a growing coalition of  nations 
and an increasingly sophisticat-
ed effort to capture and kill the 
group’s leaders would yield sig-
nificant results.

But the president’s speech 
was not intended to announce 

Obama aims to calm anxious nation

President 
Barack Obama 
addresses the 
nation Sunday 
from the  
Oval Office.
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Massacre 
underlines 
divide in 
2016 race

A sharp political debate 
broke out on Sunday among the 
presidential candidates in the 
2016 race over what lessons to 
take from the mass shooting in 
San Bernardino and whether 
tighter gun laws, better intelli-
gence-gathering or a more ag-
gressive fight against the Islam-
ic State terrorist group could 
help prevent more carnage.

Although the United States 
has long been divided over gun 
laws and national security, the 
latest massacre — an act of  
pre-planned terrorism that also 
bears the confused markings of  
a random workplace attack — 
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NEW YORK TIMES

Addressing terror threat, 
president says US must 
reject fear, ‘divisiveness’

By CHICO HARLAN 
and DAVID NAKAMURA
THE WASHINGTON POST

After attack, presidential 
candidates confront policy 

questions on terrorism, guns
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PREPARING TO LEAVE: Cathy Green purchased a cheap RV to live in at the Hidden Valley Lake campground after her Anderson Springs home was destroyed in 
the Valley fire. Nearly three months after the blaze, the seasonal campground is closing. Green said she plans to move the RV to her Anderson Valley property. 

On the move, again
Some who lost their homes in Valley fire being displaced a second time  

as flood-prone Lake County campground closes for season

HIDDEN VALLEY LAKE

A t a campground on the outskirts of  this 
rural Lake County subdivision, people 
forced into a nomadic lifestyle when the 

massive Valley fire consumed their homes are 
reluctantly preparing to relocate once again.

The campground — bordered by streams — 
is prone to flooding and is scheduled to close 
today for safety reasons, according to Hidden 
Valley Lake Association officials. The associ-
ation, which owns the facility, has provided 
free camping, showers and bathrooms to 
scores of  fire evacuees since the Valley fire 
raged through 76,067 acres in southern Lake 
County, destroying nearly 1,300 homes and 
27 multi-unit complexes. The September blaze 
displaced thousands of  residents.

“We’re very concerned about the health and 
safety issues,” said Charles Russ, director of  
operations for the homeowners association.

Most of  the campground tenants have 
been living in trailers, some borrowed, some 
purchased with loans or money from Federal 
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TEMPORARY HOME: Volunteer Dennis Purcell, left, talks with Nico Santacroce at the Hidden 
Valley Lake campground Friday. Santacroce was living and working as a massage therapist at Harbin 
Hot Springs when it was destroyed in the Valley fire, and he now stays in a borrowed trailer.

Newsom 
keeps getting 
ahead of the 

California pack

Two things were evident amid 
the fusillades of  confetti and 
extended glad-handing at last 
week’s endorsement of  Califor-
nia gubernato-
rial candidate 
Gavin Newsom 
by the political-
ly powerful Cal-
ifornia Nurses 
Association.

One was the 
importance of  
timing. The oth-
er was the effect 
of  vengeance.

It looked, as 
the lieutenant governor said, 
like an election night celebra-
tion — a hotel ballroom lit-
tered with bits of  paper lofting 
skyward, shrieks of  approval 
at everything Newsom said,  

By CATHLEEN DECKER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Lt. Gov. Gavin  
Newsom

We’re putting local news first
You spoke. We listened. Starting Wednesday, The Press Democrat will have a new look. 

Local news coverage and in-depth watchdog reporting will be our top priority. We are creating a new Outdoor section on Thursdays, world and national news  
perspective in a second section, and more coverage of our local food, wine and beer scene. Look for exciting changes starting this Wednesday.


