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County sets special pot tax election

Sonoma County supervisors 
on Tuesday voted to call a special 
election this March asking voters 
to impose new taxes on the cul-
tivation and sale of  marijuana 
which, if  passed, is expected to 
provide the funding for imple-
mentation of  broad and sweep-

ing new regulations governing 
the county’s lucrative marijuana 
industry.

Supervisors called the election 
for March 7 to answer the ques-
tion of  whether or not to tax and 
regulate thousands of  marijua-
na growers currently operating 
largely underground. The pro-
cess, which some supervisors 
acknowledged was accelerated 
in the past year, sets the stage 
for what is emerging as one of  
the most significant land-use 
decisions in the county’s recent 
history. 

“This is the first time we’ll 
bring the industry into the light 
and onto the books,” said Super-
visor Efren Carrillo, the board 
chairman, referencing the need 
for a quick turnaround on coun-
ty regulations to keep pace with 
new state laws that allow for the 
taxation of  medical marijuana 
and recreational use. 

“What is currently happening 
is not working,” Carrillo said. 
“It’s not working for rural resi-
dents, it’s not working for oper-
ators … and it’s not working for 
the county.”

County officials estimate the 
new taxes imposed on cultivation 
and sales would generate more 
than $6 million in the first year.

Initially, the proposed tax on 
indoor and outdoor cultivation 
would range from 50 cents per 
square foot to $18.75 per square 
foot. Taxes would also be levied 
on other marijuana businesses 
including dispensaries and dis-
tributors.

The success of  the proposed 
tax measure, however, could rest 
on a disputed county proposal to 
allow commercial growing oper-

ations in rural residential neigh-
borhoods.

At a five-hour public hearing 
Tuesday, marijuana industry 
representatives and growers 
said they want to come out of  
the shadows and into legal com-
pliance, and are willing to tax 
themselves. But many speakers 
also voiced strong support for 
operating on rural lots totaling 
more than 2 acres in size, outside 
city limits.

“A balance can be struck be-
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A southbound SMART test train pulls into the Rohnert Park platform, south of Rohnert Park Expressway on Monday in Rohnert Park.

Quiet zones weighed

Momentum is gathering for turn-
ing down the noise on train horns 
throughout Sonoma and Marin coun-

ties, where testing for passenger rail service 
set to begin next year already is driving many 
bonkers.

That includes 94-year-old Richard Kiehne, 

who lives with his wife in a Rohnert Park mo-
bile home park sandwiched between two ma-
jor rail crossings.

Kiehne described the sound of  the horns on 
trains operated by the Sonoma Marin Area 
Rail Transit Authority as “loud,” “long,” “ob-
noxious” and a “pest.”

“I understand there is going to be some 
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Officials looking at 
costs of reducing noise 
in various North 
Coast communities

President-elect Donald Trump

Trump 
rejects 
new Air 
Force One

FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH 
CAROLINA — President-elect 
Donald Trump, a political 
newcomer who touts his cor-
porate skills, turned business-
man-in-chief  Tuesday, first 
demanding the government 
cancel a multibillion-dollar 
order for new presidential 
planes and then hailing a Jap-
anese company’s commitment 
to invest billions in the United 
States.

“We will defend American 
jobs. We have to look at it almost 
like a war,” Trump thundered 
in North Carolina, vowing to 
keep companies from moving 
overseas during the second 
stop of  his “thank you” tour to 
salute his supporters. “We want 
the next generation of  innova-
tion and production to happen 
right here in America.”

Trump was far less bombas-
tic than during the tour’s kick-
off in Ohio last week, striking 
more of  the healing notes tra-
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Emergency declaration sought in Oakland

OAKLAND — Officials in Oakland 
asked for a declaration of  emergency 
Tuesday, clearing the way for the city 
to receive federal and state funding to 
cover the massive response to a ware-
house fire that left 36 people dead.

Oakland Fire De-
partment Chief  Te-
resa Deloach Reed 
said the local state 
of  emergency decla-
ration, which will be 
taken up for ratifi-
cation Thursday by 
the City Council, will 
also allow businesses 
affected by fire to ob-
tain reimbursement for lost revenue.

Addressing reporters on Tuesday 
evening, Deloach Reed praised fire 

crews and law enforcement, who have 
worked around the clock since Friday 
night’s fire was first reported.

“This has been a heavy labor oper-
ation as well as a heavy mental oper-
ation,” said Deloach Reed, as Oakland 
Mayor Libby Schaaf  nodded in the 
background.

Of  the 36 people whose bodies have 
been recovered from the warehouse, 
all but one person has been identified, 
according to Alameda County sher- JIM WILSON / NEW YORK TIMES

Firefighters and a worker on Tuesday investigate a  
warehouse that burned in Oakland on Friday.
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