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UNHAPPY AMERICANS: 
Study finds people have 
become more miserable in 
recent decades; poor 
experience more pain / B1

INSIDE

Fire insurance claims at $9B
The fires that ravaged the 

North Bay in October have re-
sulted in about $9 billion in in-
surance claims, triple the figure 
of  a month ago, according to 
new data released Wednesday 

by the state Department of  In-
surance.  

The lion’s share of  claims 
from the fires — almost $7.5 bil-
lion — are from Sonoma County, 
including $6.9 billion in losses for 
residential property. There were 
4,785 county policyholder claims 
filed for total loss of  property, 

while another 9,901 filed for par-
tial losses or smoke damage.

The North Bay blazes that 
started Oct. 8 have become the 
costliest wildfires in American 
history in terms of  insured loss. 
The 1991 Oakland Hills fire had 
previously held that title, with 
$1.7 billion in insured losses at 
the time, according to the Insur-
ance Information Institute, a na-
tional industry trade organiza-
tion that compiles claims data. 

The costliest disaster in Ameri-
can history remains Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, with $41.1 bil-
lion in insured losses.

“These numbers not only rep-
resent staggering losses to tens 
of  thousands of  Californians,” 
state Insurance Commissioner 
Dave Jones said in a statement. 
“The October wildfires that dev-
astated whole communities and 
tragically cost 44 people their 
lives have now proven to be the 

most destructive and deadliest 
in our state’s history.”  

Napa County had more than 
$1.2 billion in overall insured 
losses, with 447 houses de-
stroyed and another 2,023 prop-
erties with claims for partial 
destruction. Mendocino County 
had $181 million in losses, while 
Lake County suffered $52 mil-
lion in insured claims.

NORTH BAY FIRES » October blazes that scorched 
Sonoma County have become costliest in US history
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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California fish and game com-
missioners will decide today if  
there is to be an abalone season 
next year in a much-anticipated 
vote with far-reaching ramifica-
tions for the popular but imper-
iled North Coast fishery and the 
economy it supports.

Under a plan that has framed 

red abalone hunting regulations 
since 2005, state fish and wildlife 
officials have urged the commis-
sion to suspend the 2018 season 
in hopes of  preventing further 
depletion of  the stock. 

But the commission’s five 
appointed members are clear-
ly interested in a compromise 
that would allow divers and 
rock-pickers some opportuni-
ty, however limited, to partici-
pate in a beloved tradition that 
draws thousands of  people and 
their families to the Sonoma 

Abalone season suspended? Stay tuned
State Fish and Game 
Commission said to be 
open to compromise
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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David Kawa-
moto brings 
an abalone 
to his float 
board at Van 
Damme State 
Park in Little 
River.
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Dems 
call on 
Franken 
to resign

WASHINGTON — A majority 
of  Senate Democrats on Wednes-
day called for the resignation 
of  Sen. Al Franken, D-Minne-
sota, after determining that 
they could no longer tolerate 
his presence in 
their midst as a 
growing num-
ber of  women 
accused him of  
sexual harass-
ment.

They turned 
on one of  their 
party’s most 
popular figures 
with stunning 
swiftness, led by the Senate’s 
Democratic women, who were 
joined in short order by more 
than half  of  the Democratic 
caucus.

“Enough is enough,” Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-New York, 
said at a news conference. “We 
need to draw a line in the sand 
and say none of  it is OK, none 
of  it is acceptable. We as elect-
ed leaders should absolutely be 
held to a higher standard, not a 
lower standard, and we should 
fundamentally be valuing wom-
en. That is where this debate 
has to go.”

Franken’s office said he would 

Minnesota lawmaker, 
former SNL star poised 
to make announcement
By ELISE VIEBECK 
AND ED O’KEEFE
WASHINGTON POST
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Flames from a wildfire leap above traffic on Highway 101 north of Ventura. Flames also menaced the edges of Interstate 405.

Winds whip wildfires
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA » LANDMARKS THREATENED

Flames burn along freeways; blazes destroy hillside homes

LOS ANGELES — With thick plumes of  
smoke, towering flames and mass evacua-
tions, a fast-moving wildfire struck one of  
America’s major cities on Wednesday.

As fires raged out of  control across 
Southern California, a new blaze erupted 
in the Bel-Air neighborhood of  Los Ange-
les, near iconic landmarks like the UCLA 
campus and the Getty Museum, home to 

old masters paintings and an-
cient Roman statues.

It burned up to the edges of  
the 405 freeway, the nation’s 
busiest highway, carrying 
about 400,000 vehicles a day, 
where the northbound lanes were closed 
for much of  the day and commuters drove 
through a shower of  ash with flames rising 
in the horizon.

Forty miles to the northeast, the larg-
est of  several fires underway had con-
sumed by Wednesday night 90,000 acres 

and at least 150 structures — 
probably many more, fire of-
ficials said — and threatened  
12,000 others in the city of  Ven-
tura and neighboring commu-
nities, and was 5 percent con-

tained. Other major fires were burning in 
the northern San Fernando Valley and the 
rugged region north of  Los Angeles.

The fires compounded the suffering of  
what has already been one of  the state’s 

By JENNIFER MEDINA 
AND RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Fire first claims man’s 
home in Fountaingrove, 
and then his second 
home in Ventura / A3


