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HARD AT WORK: Justin Martinez, left, and Alex Deghi work on building a radius wall Monday for the raised floor at the kitchen and sports bar area of the new 
Epicenter sports and entertainment complex in Santa Rosa. Below, Steal Breeze player Maddy DeLaMontanya warms up Monday at Sports City in Santa Rosa. 

Gamers, athletes unite
SANTA ROSA: $18 million sports, entertainment complex breaks ground

Developers broke ground Monday on a more than $18 
million sports and entertainment complex in north-
west Santa Rosa that is expected to draw 1 million 

people annually — whether they are looking to score a goal 
or a cold beer.

The project, dubbed Epicenter by its developers, will 
transform an old wine warehouse on Coffey Lane into a 
130,000-square-foot destination for athletes and gamers of  
all stripes. Developers said it will include three indoor soc-
cer fields, a fitness club, bowling center, laser tag, trampo-
line playground and a sports bar with a 50-foot video wall.

“It’s one of  the few sports and entertainment facilities 
in the country. ... There’s very few that are combined,” 
said Andrew Rowley, chief  executive officer of  Sports City, 
which will be the largest tenant at the complex.

“It’s got some panache to it,” Rowley said after a ground-
breaking ceremony for the project Monday.

Rowley’s company will operate the three soccer fields 
and one basketball/multipurpose court, which are slated to 
open in April. The new fields will be used as well for other 
sports such as lacrosse — which is growing in popularity — 
flag football and volleyball.

“Both our youth and adult leagues and children’s pro-
grams continue to grow so having additional indoor field 
and court space is great for the community, but the real 
benefits of  the additional space is that it allows us to pro-
vide better league game times,” Rowley said.
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WHAT’S INSIDE
The Epicenter will include: 
Three fields for soccer and 
other sports; basketball/
multipurpose court; health 
club;  entertainment center, 
including laser tag, arcade 
games, bumper cars and 
three-level play structure; 
trampoline park; bowling 
center;  Victory House 
restaurant and sports bar; 
Starbucks; pizzeria; and 
party and meeting rooms.

Sheriff’s Office responds to Lopez panel

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office for the first time held a 
public forum Monday to discuss 
its response to changes recom-
mended by a panel studying the 

agency’s relationship with the 
community after a deputy shot 
13-year-old Andy Lopez in Octo-
ber 2013.

While the discussion also 
delved into the department’s 
recently finalized body-cam-
era policy, its hiring strategies 
to improve diversity and the 
recent hiatus of  the communi-
ty-policing program, members 
of  the public repeatedly asked 
one question: Where was Sono-
ma County Sheriff Steve Freit-

as?
“We’re talking for the first 

time about the actual nuts-and-
bolts of  the recommendations, 
but where is the sheriff? Why 
isn’t he here?” Scott Wagner of  
Cotati asked.

Assistant Sheriff Rob Giorda-
no, who ran the meeting, said 
that Freitas put him in charge 
of  working with the task force 
when it was founded nearly two 
years ago.

“This has been my project 

since day one,” Giordano said. 
“I’ve been to the task force meet-
ings. That’s why you’re getting 
me. The sheriff has spoken to 
this issue in public before the 
Board (of  Supervisors).”

“That’s just going before bu-
reaucrats,” said Tom Bonfigli 
of  Sebastopol, standing up to 
speak.

The meeting was part of  a 
series of  public events with 
the agencies affected by the 
Community and Local Law En-

forcement Task Force’s find-
ings about how to improve po-
lice-community relations after 
Lopez was shot and killed by a 
deputy, who told investigators 
he thought the BB gun the boy 
was carrying was an assault ri-
fle.

The supervisors formed the 
task force to develop a plan to 
address a deep distrust of  law 
enforcement in the local Latino 
community that surfaced after 

Department estimates $1M 
needed yearly for changes; 
Freitas absent from forum
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Killers 
had long 

been 
radicals

LOS ANGELES — Syed Riz-
wan Farook and Tashfeen Malik 
had been radicalized “for quite 
some time” and practiced shoot-
ing at a gun range days before 
they opened 
fire on a San 
B e r n a r d i n o 
holiday party, 
authorities said 
Monday.

Investigators have inter-
viewed more than 400 people 
since Wednesday’s attack but 
still are trying to determine 
how long the couple plotted the 
massacre and what links if  any 
they had with Islamic terrorist 
groups.

The FBI and other agencies 
also are working to assemble a 
profile of  the couple’s life and 
how exactly they amassed their 
cache of  weapons, ammunition 
and explosives.

“We are attempting to ex-
pand that investigation out and 
build it, and build a picture of  
each person, the timeline and 
ultimately the crimes they com-
mitted,” said David Bowdich, as-
sistant director in charge of  the 
FBI’s Los Angeles office. “That 
takes time. We are in day five.”

Meanwhile, pieces of  the puz-
zle continued to slowly emerge. 
The manager of  a gun range in 
Riverside said Monday that Fa-
rook practiced shooting with a 
military-style weapon, adding 
that an employee described him 

Officials say San Bernardino 
shooters went to gun ranges 

in days before attack

By RICHARD A. SERRANO 
and RICHARD WINTON
LOS ANGELES TIMES

TURN TO RADICALS, PAGE A7

INSIDE
Trump calls for 
ban on Muslims 
entering U.S. / A3

Tashfeen Malik, left, and 
Syed Farook, last year at  
O’Hare International 
Airport in Chicago.
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We’re putting local news first
You spoke. We listened. Starting tomorrow, The Press Democrat will have a new look. 

Local news coverage and in-depth watchdog reporting will be our top priority. We are creating a new Outdoor section on Thursdays, world and national news  
perspective in a second section, and more coverage of our local food, wine and beer scene. Look for exciting changes in tomorrow’s paper.


