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INSIDE

WARRIORS OUTDO CLIPPERS » 
Golden State gets 7th straight 
win over Los Angeles.  C1

WITH FIRE AND STARS » Jewish 
community gathers outdoors 
to share meal, traditions.  D1

RAIDERS’ CLOSER » Mack’s 
ability may be crucial against 
Kansas City Chiefs.  C1

Retailers feeling effects  
of less foot traffic on sales 

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Violet O’Callaghan, 9, and her brother Cedar, 2, look through the eclectic items at Positively Fourth Street in downtown Santa Rosa on Wednesday. 
Santa Rosa officials estimate that the Old Courthouse Square reunification, which began in May, won’t be completed until March.

During the time of  year that’s usually a 
boon for businesses, if  not the biggest sale 
period, those in downtown Santa Rosa af-

fected by the continuing Old Courthouse Square 
construction have adopted a more fatalistic view 
about sales.

“We definitely will need a little extra support 
this season,” said Randy Harris, owner of  Posi-
tively Fourth Street, despite the regular custom-
er base he’s built during the past 22 years.

“You’re probably not in the retail business 
unless you’re an optimist,” he said. “But when 
are they really going to get it done?”

The latest estimate from the city is that the 
reunification, which began in late May, won’t be 
completed until March, said Jason Nutt, Santa 
Rosa’s director of  Transportation and Public 
Works.

“Obviously business owners would like to 
have seen the project completed on time, but ... 
they’ve been pushing for this particular project 

SR SQUARE REUNIFICATION » HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Downtown store owners having mixed feelings amid prolonged construction
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump holds tight to EPA threat

WASHINGTON — President-elect 
Donald Trump has selected Scott 
Pruitt, the Oklahoma attorney gen-
eral and a close ally of  the fossil fuel 
industry, to run the Environmental 

Protection Agency, 
signaling Trump’s 
determination to 
dismantle President 
Barack Obama’s ef-
forts to counter cli-
mate change — and 
much of  the EPA 
itself.

Pruitt, a Repub-
lican, has been 

a key architect of  the legal battle 
against Obama’s climate change 
policies, actions that fit with the 

president-elect’s comments during 
the campaign. Trump has criti-
cized the established science of  
human-caused global warming as 
a hoax, vowed to “cancel” the Par-
is accord committing nearly every 
nation to taking action to fight cli-
mate change and attacked Obama’s 
signature global warming policy, 
the Clean Power Plan, as a “war on 
coal.”

Pruitt has been in lock step with 
those views.

“Scientists continue to disagree 

about the degree and extent of  glob-
al warming and its connection to the 
actions of  mankind,” he wrote in Na-
tional Review earlier this year. “That 
debate should be encouraged — in 
classrooms, public forums, and the 
halls of  Congress. It should not be 
silenced with threats of  prosecution. 
Dissent is not a crime.”

A meeting Monday between the 
president-elect and former Vice 
President Al Gore may have given 

Choice of Oklahoma’s Pruitt 
to lead agency signals intent 
to undo Obama’s policies
By CORAL DAVENPORT  
AND ERIC LIPTON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Scott  
Pruitt

Sisters Kristy Judy, left, and Cynthia Anderson remember when Old Courthouse Square in 
downtown Santa Rosa was unified when their family moved to town in the early 1950s.

INSIDE
 ■Donald Trump 

appears to be  
softening his 
stance on  
deportation / B1

 ■ President-elect 
picks retired 
Marine general 
John Kelly to 
lead Homeland 
Security / B2

SMART 
pitches 
discount 
program

Passengers who want to ride 
commuter rail in the North Bay 
could do so for free or for half  
the cost for the entire summer 
in 2017 under a proposal un-
veiled Wednesday.

Farhad Mansourian, general 
manager of  the Sonoma Marin 
Area Rail Transit Authority, 
recommended the proposal on 
the grounds that it would spur 
interest in the trains and give 
people time to learn how to navi-
gate trips and payment methods.

“A big piece of  it is educa-
tion, and another piece of  it is 
marketing,” Mansourian said 
Wednesday in an interview. 
“We’re trying to tell people to 
come and try us. This is much 
better than the Highway 101 
parking lot.”

Mansourian also used 
Wednesday’s meeting of  the 
agency’s directors in Petalu-
ma to sketch out plans to add a 
monthly pass for regular riders, 
in addition to the annual pass 
SMART already plans to offer. 
The proposed pass would cost 
$200 and be good for up to 31 days 
after activation. Youth, seniors 
and disabled riders would pay a 
reduced monthly rate of  $100.

Mansourian did not specify 
how long people would be al-
lowed to ride the trains for free 
under his proposal. He said 
more generally that period of  
time should be followed by an-
other period allowing people to 
ride for half  the regular cost. He 

Transit agency weighs 
offering introductory 
free and half-price rides 
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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