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Panel seeks Moorland deputies

A proposal to assign two 
Sonoma County sheriff’s depu-
ties to the neighborhood where 
a 13-year-old boy was fatally 
shot by a deputy more than a 
year ago surfaced Monday night 

among the first recommenda-
tions from a county-appointed 
task force studying law enforce-
ment issues.

The deputies would be based 
in the Moorland Avenue neigh-
borhood for at least five years 
each under a proposed Moor-
land Neighborhood Pilot Project 
outlined in a 29-page report by a 
subcommittee of  the Communi-
ty and Local Law Enforcement 
Task Force.

It was one of  seven recom-
mendations in the subcommit-

tee’s broader call for emphasis 
on the concept of  community 
policing as a means to improve 
communication and establish 
trust between residents and 
law enforcement at a time of  
nationwide protests over police 
misconduct in the death of  un-
armed civilians.

Brien Farrell, a subcommit-
tee member and retired teacher 
at Elsie Allen High School, said 
the Moorland project would fol-
low the model of  the Sheriff’s 
Office’s Roseland substation, 

which was terminated by bud-
get cuts years ago.

In those days, the deputies 
ate tacos at Roseland restau-
rants and “began to feel it was 
their neighborhood and their 
community,” said Farrell, who 
is also a former Santa Rosa city 
attorney.

Farrell noted that Moorland 
neighborhood residents have 
voiced a desire for increased 
patrols and for an improved re-
lationship with the Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

The 21-member task force was 
established by the Board of  Su-
pervisors in December 2013 in 
response to community outcry 
over the fatal shooting of  Andy 
Lopez, the teen shot and killed 
by Sheriff’s Deputy Erick Gel-
haus on Moorland Avenue on 
Oct. 22, 2013. Gelhaus, a veteran 
deputy who has since returned 
to patrol duty, mistook the air-
soft BB gun Lopez was carrying 
for a high-powered assault rifle.

Gelhaus was cleared of  any 

Task force subcommittee 
formed after Lopez shooting 
releases 7 recommendations

By GUY KOVNER
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TURN TO PANEL PAGE A9

Prison in road rage death

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

Heather Howell, with attorney Kristine Burk, appears at a sentencing hearing Monday at Sonoma County Superior Court in Santa Rosa.

Clash 
over CIA 
torture 
report

WASHINGTON — On the 
eve of  a long-awaited Senate 
report on the use of  torture by 
the United States government 
— a detailed account that will 
shed an unsparing light on the 

Central Intel-
ligence Agen-
cy’s darkest 
practices after 
the September 
2001 terrorist 
attacks — the 
Obama admin-
istration and 
its Republican 
critics clashed 
on Monday 
over the wis-
dom of  making 
it public and 
the risk that 
it will set off a 
backlash over-
seas.

While the U.S. has put dip-
lomatic facilities and military 
bases on alert for heightened se-
curity risks, administration offi-
cials said they do not expect the 
report — or, rather, the declassi-
fied summary of  it that will be 
released today — to ignite the 
kind of  violence that killed four 
Americans at a diplomatic out-
post in Benghazi, Libya, in 2012. 
Such violent reprisals, they 
said, tend to be fueled more by 
perceived attacks against Islam 
as a religion than by violence 
against individual Muslims.

But some leading Republican 
lawmakers have warned against 
releasing the report, saying that 
domestic and foreign intelli-
gence reports indicate that a de-
tailed account of  the brutal in-
terrogation methods used by the 
CIA during the George W. Bush 
administration could incite un-
rest and violence, even resulting 
in the deaths of  Americans.

Heather Howell’s demeanor didn’t do 
her any favors.

The 31-year-old Santa Rosa woman, 
convicted in September of  second-degree 
murder in the 2012 DUI death of  an in-
nocent man whose car she struck while 
angrily speeding after her boyfriend’s mo-
torcycle, was sentenced to 15 years to life 
in prison Monday.

A murder conviction for a DUI-related 
death is relatively rare but one prosecu-
tors seek in particularly egregious cases 
such as Howell’s, District Attorney Jill 

Ravitch said. County prosecutors have 
won at least a half-dozen such convictions, 
and at least two defendants currently face 
DUI-related murder charges.

In court Monday morning, Sonoma 
County Superior Court Judge Robert La-
Forge minced no words in his assessment 
of  Howell, whom he observed during two 
jury trials for the July 2012 fiery crash 
that killed 56-year-old Jesse Garcia.

“I had the best seat in the house,” La-
Forge told Howell after she pleaded for 
a second chance, a chance she said she 
wanted to use to help others through 
speaking in public about her tribulations.

“From my perspective, I see things that 

others may not,” he said. “I see defen-
dants’ actions during the trial their attor-
neys don’t even see.

“I saw what I believe to be tears that 
were not genuine. I believe that there were 
times throughout the trial when Ms. How-
ell would cry – I’m not sure, again, if  real 
– to garner some sort of  sympathy from 
the jury.”

He wasn’t swayed by Howell’s handwrit-
ten statement, which she read aloud from 
a piece of  notebook paper during the hear-
ing, saying she was remorseful and was 
sorry for causing the Garcia family pain.

“It’s hard for me to ignore what I saw for 

Apps still collect information on kids

WASHINGTON — Worried that toy 
stores, fast food chains, and other re-
tailers are tracking your kids online 
this holiday season? A landmark 2013 
law aimed at protecting the privacy of  
America’s youngest mobile consumers 
hasn’t stopped app developers from col-
lecting vast amounts of  data, including 
a person’s location and even recordings 

of  their voice, according to privacy re-
searchers and consumer advocates.

Whether mobile app developers seek 
parental consent first — as required by 
law — or pass the information on to ad-
vertisers isn’t entirely clear. But if  you 
prefer to stay anonymous, your options 
are limited: Wade through each mobile 
app’s privacy policies to make sure you 
are OK with the terms, or stick the phone 
on “airplane mode” to shut off the wire-
less connection and risk losing function-
ality.

“Kids are such a lucrative market, es-
pecially for apps,” said Jeff Chester, ex-
ecutive director of  the Center for Digital 

JULIE JACOBSON / Associated Press, 2013

PrivacyGrade.org gave mobile app Fruit Ninja 
a D grade for the way it collects data on kids.

SR woman called manipulative by judge, gets 15 years to life
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GOP, White House at odds 
over risk of releasing details; 

summary expected today

By MARK LANDLER 
and PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

Law aimed at protecting children’s 
privacy falls short, with data like 

location, voice recordings collected
By ANNE FLAHERTY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Dick 
Cheney
Former vice 
president calls 
interrogations 
a decade ago 
“absolutely, 
totally justified.”

“Every time somebody gets behind the wheel when they are impaired, 
everyone on the road is at risk.”

JILL RAVITCH, district attorney
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