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Metering-light scofflaws get tickets (sometimes)
Why don’t I see the CHP ticketing drivers who ignore metering lights on 
Highway 101 onramps or solo drivers who take the diamond lane at metered 
onramps? I get on southbound Highway 101 at River Road.

 —  Bill Schallich, Windsor

Just because you don’t see them getting 
ticketed doesn’t mean that scofflaws 
who ignore highway metering lights 

       never get pulled over, CHP Officer 
Jon Sloat said. But just how often this 
happens is hard to gauge because the 
CHP doesn’t collect statistics on how 
many tickets are issued at onramps. 

Red light and carpool violations at 
onramps are not a top priority for offi-
cers patrolling state roads, particularly 

during busy commute hours, said Sloat, 
who is a spokesman for the Santa Rosa 
area CHP office. That’s because problem 
behaviors like intoxicated driving, speed-
ing or distracted driving pose greater 
threats to safety than ignoring a meter-
ing light.

“From a public safety standpoint, the 
best use of  our resources isn’t sitting 
at onramps enforcing metering lights,” 
Sloat said. “It’s on the highways looking 

for people driving unsafely.”
Alcohol-impaired driving and speeding 

were the top factors in fatal crashes last 
year, according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. Metering 
light violations didn’t make the short list.

Still, Sloat said that just the other day 
he issued a ticket to a driver who blew 
through a red metering light getting onto 
Highway 101 in Windsor. 

“It was so blatant, so I stopped him and 
wrote him up,” Sloat said.

Designed to force traffic to merge grad-
ually onto freeways rather than allowing 
platoons of  vehicles to merge at once, 
metering lights are supposed to reduce 
congestion and make merging onto the 

roadway safer.
Adrian Levy, a Caltrans senior trans-

portation engineer, said he doesn’t know 
of  studies that examine how well drivers 
comply with metering lights. 

Levy said he likes to think of  con-
trolled onramps as grocery stores with 
a quick-check line for carpoolers. When 
people with too may groceries, or too 
few passengers, take the quick line “it 
affects me just as it affects you; these 
are probably the people who stole your 
lunch money growing up in school,” 
Levy said. “But as an engineer and as an 
employee of  the state, I can’t comment 
about why some people don’t follow the 
rules.”

HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT POLICING, CRIME RATES, A COLD CASE OR AN ONGOING INVESTIGATION OR TRIAL? Email your question to julie.johnson@pressdemocrat.com

The North Coast

Former state Sen. Noreen Ev-
ans has taken her biggest step 
yet in what appears to be a loom-
ing bid for a seat on the Sonoma 
County Board of  Supervisors, 
moving into the west county dis-
trict represented by Supervisor 
Efren Carrillo.

Evans, 60, has moved into a Se-
bastopol house that she is rent-
ing and has put her east Santa 
Rosa home up for sale. Still, the 
former state legislator and Santa 
Rosa councilwoman declined to 
say that she had in fact decided 
to run, while acknowledging the 
move marked a strong sign she 
intends to do so.    

“I realize that this is frustrating 
for some people, but this is a pret-
ty life-changing event, so I’m still 
talking about it with my family 
and my supporters,” Evans said 
in an interview this week. “I’m 
not naive enough to think I can 

put my name 
on the ballot 
and my support 
will magically 
appear … this 
will be a diffi-
cult and hard-
fought cam-
paign, so I want 
to make sure 
there’s a depth 

of  support out there — enough 
that I would be able to run a suc-
cessful campaign.”  

Potential rivals eying the seat, 
including Carrillo, have sharp-
ly criticized a potential bid by  

Evans for the 5th District seat. 
To be eligible to run, she had to 
move into the west county dis-
trict and out of  her Rincon Valley 
home, which falls in the 1st Dis-
trict, represented by Board of  
Supervisors Chairwoman Susan 
Gorin, a friend and political ally. 
The 5th District takes in Sebasto-
pol and the coast up to Mendoci-
no County.

“I don’t believe the 5th District 
needs another east Santa Rosa 
resident who comes out of  the 
Fountaingrove or the McDonald 
Mansion areas as their repre-
sentative on the Board of  Super-

visors,” said Carrillo, referring 
in sharp but indirect terms to 
the two other supervisors up for 
re-election next year — Gorin, 
who moved out of  her Fountain-
grove home to Oakmont, in the 
1st District, when she ran for 
supervisor in 2012, and Shirlee 
Zane, the 3rd District supervi-
sor who lives in the stately Mc-
Donald Avenue neighborhood of  
Santa Rosa.

Zane and Gorin have launched 
their campaigns and begun rais-
ing money. Carrillo, 34, has not 

Evans moves, eyeing supervisor seat

Noreen  
Evans 

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Former state senator 
leaves SR, rents house 
in county’s 5th District

TURN TO EVANS » PAGE A5

Above, Dylan McCrum, his wife, Katie, and son Elliot, 
19 months, visit the holiday display of  lighted snow-
men and red umbrellas at Cornerstone Sonoma on 

Tuesday in Sonoma. At right, employee Gregorio Alvarez 
makes adjustments to the holiday display that includes  
204 snowmen, 36 penguins, 1,794 led lights, 200 used com-
pact discs, 4 pounds of  raindrop crystals and 45 umbrellas. 
The Lighting of  the Snowmen, now in its 11th years, has 
become a Sonoma Valley holiday tradition. The snowmen 
can be seen in their temporary residence among the many 
gardens at Cornerstone, which is open to the public daily 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 
See a photo gallery online at pressdemocrat.com

Snowmen Set The Scene
PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Fire 
funding 
boost 
backed

Noting the devastation fac-
ing neighboring Lake County 
in the wake of  the Valley fire 
and acknowledging years of  
funding shortfalls that have 
stressed rural fire agencies, the 
Sonoma County Board of  Su-
pervisors on Tuesday pledged 
to seek an additional $800,000 
this year for fire services, a 
boost that would to add to the 
$1.1 million already set aside. 

The board also voted 5-0 to 
help the county’s more than 
three dozen rural fire agencies 
form regional partnerships 
and to set up an advisory coun-
cil aimed at giving fire agencies 
a stronger voice at the county 
level.

Fire officials were asking 
for about $9.5 million but the 
board stuck with the lesser 
allocation, which still repre-
sented a significant break from 
past practice as county leaders 
for decades have resisted dip-
ping into discretionary funds 
to support fire agencies. In 
rejecting the larger request, 
supervisors said they were 
concerned about finances and 
cited the pressure of  payroll 
costs as the county pursues 
new contracts with most of  its 
labor groups. The board also 

County’s $800,000  
far below the $9.5M 
fire officials sought

TURN TO FIRE » PAGE A7

A Proud Celebrate Community Partner   
Our vision is of a connected and compassionate  
community, made stronger by the commitment of 
support from our local partners.

15 YEARS

Having trouble getting health 
care?
Santa Rosa Community Health Centers provides medical, dental, 
and mental health services for you and your family, even if you don’t 
have insurance or can’t afford to pay.

(707) 303-3600 | srhealthcenters.org
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BEIJING — Residents across 
this city awoke to an environ-
mental state of  emergency 
Tuesday as poisonous air quali-
ty prompted the government to 
close schools, force motorists off 
the road and shut down factories.

The government, which for 
the first time declared a “red 
alert” over air pollution late 
Monday, even broadcast what 
sounded like bombing raid 
alerts in the subways — warn-
ings telling people to take pre-
cautions with their health. Yet 
even with those extraordinary 
measures, the toxic air grew 
worse, shrouding this capital 
city of  more than 20 million in a 
soupy, metallic haze.

By 4 p.m., walking the dim 
streets was like strolling 
through a coal mine. The mu-
nicipal air quality index read 
308, rated “hazardous” by U.S. 
standards — a level at which 
people should not set foot out-
doors. Because of  industrial 
coal burning, Chinese cities reg-
ularly have air of  that quality, 
among the world’s worst.

For many residents, the red 
alert — used for the first time 
since an emergency plan for pol-
lution was unveiled two years 
ago — underscored the devil’s 
handshake that China has made 
in recent years: the trading of  a 
healthy living environment for 
breakneck economic growth. 
Now, as Communist Party lead-
ers try to transform this dystopi-
an scenario, many Chinese are 
realizing lasting change could 
take years, maybe decades.

Beijing officials issued the 
alert Monday night to stem the 
smog and to show residents that 
the government was taking ac-
tion. But the inconvenience it 
caused for most residents also 
seared the scope of  China’s 
environmental crisis into the 
public’s consciousness, just as 
recent bouts of  severe, multiday 
pollution — the dreaded rounds 
of  “airpocalypse” — have done.

“I have to watch my son be-
cause there is no kindergarten 
today,” said Kan Tingting, 35, a 
manager of  a cafe who stayed 
indoors with her 3-year-old — 
one of  some 2 million school-
children to remain at home 
Tuesday. “What bothers me the 
most is that my son may have 
a very negative view of  nature. 
He loves nature much less than 
he would in a normal environ-
ment. I don’t want him to grow 
up thinking nature is ugly.”

In another corner of  Beijing, 

In first 
red alert, 
Beijing 
stays inside

STEPHEN CROWLEY / NEW YORK TIMES

Presidential candidate Donald Trump, seen during a Washington, D.C., forum last week, on Tuesday stood by his call to block all Muslims from 
entering the United States. The proposal was met with outcry from both fellow Republicans and others across the political spectrum. 

WASHINGTON

D onald Trump may be an imper-
fect candidate — he is coarse, 
impetuous, antagonistic — but 

he presents the Republican Party with a 
perfect dilemma.

For the second straight day, the world of  
politics was consumed with Trump’s latest 
provocation, a call for a near-blanket ban 
on Muslims entering the United States, 
underscoring the billionaire’s continued 
sway over his adopted party, its presiden-
tial candidates and the GOP agenda.

Many Republicans were quick to de-
nounce the proposal though, notably, not 
its progenitor, fearing a backlash should 
Trump become the party’s eventual nom-
inee. He, is after all, the leader in opinion 
polls and a favorite of  many voters dis-
gusted with more guarded, standard-issue 
politicians.

“This is not conservatism. What was 
proposed yesterday … is not what this 
party stands for,” House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., told reporters Tuesday after 
a meeting with GOP House members on 
Capitol Hill. “And more importantly, it’s 
not what this country stands for.”

Other members of  the Republican 
establishment weighed in with criticism 
as well, including party leaders in three of  
the earliest-voting states, South Carolina, 
New Hampshire and Iowa.

“As a conservative who truly cares 
about religious liberty, Donald Trump’s 
bad idea and rhetoric send a shiver down 
my spine,” Matt Moore, head of  the South 

Carolina Republican Party, wrote on 
Twitter.

Jennifer Horn, leader of  the New 
Hampshire GOP, called Trump’s proposal 
“un-American” and “un-Republican.”

But the condemnations went only so far, 
as Ryan, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., and other Republicans 
vowed to support Trump, whatever their 
qualms, should he emerge as the GOP’s 
standard-bearer.

Even Jeb Bush, who called Trump 
“unhinged” for proposing a religious test 
on newcomers as a way to fight terrorism, 
declined to back off an earlier pledge of  
support.

“Look, he’s not going to be the nomi-
nee,” the former Florida governor insisted 
when pressed by reporters at a campaign 
stop in New Hampshire.

What, then, was his message to Trump 
supporters? “I’d love for them to consider 
my candidacy,” Bush replied.

The exchange captured the quandary 
that the GOP and its presidential hopefuls 
have faced ever since Trump bulldozed his 
way into the race: How to distance them-
selves from his inflammatory statements 
without alienating Trump supporters, or 
provoking him into a ruinous third-party 
run should he fall short of  the nomina-
tion.

“A new poll indicates that 68 percent 
of  my supporters would vote for me if  I de-
parted the GOP & ran as an independent,” 
Trump posted on Twitter, citing a Suffolk 
University poll, as Tuesday’s chorus of  
Republican criticism grew.

The message, in characteristic Trump 
fashion, was as subtle as a kick in the 
shins.

Unabashed, he seized on the furor 
he created — and the wall-to-wall cable 
news coverage that followed — to defend 
his exclusionary plan and brush aside 
detractors.

“You’re going to have many more World 
Trade Centers if  you don’t solve it. Many, 
many more and probably beyond the 
World Trade Center,” Trump said in a 
CNN interview, referring to the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks.

On MSNBC, he said barring followers 
of  the Islamic faith from the U.S. would be 

Trump has GOP reeling
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“This is not conser-
vatism. What was 
proposed yesterday 
… is not what this 
party stands for. And 
more importantly it’s 
not what this country 
stands for.”

— House Speaker 
Paul Ryan

“You know how you 
make America great 
again? Tell Donald 
Trump to go to hell.” 

— GOP presidential 
 candidate 

Lindsey Graham

REPUBLICANS REACT

WASHINGTON — Practical concerns 
about forcing states to abandon the way 
they have drawn electoral districts for 
more than 50 years seemed to give a 
key justice pause Tuesday in a Supreme 
Court case of  immense importance to the 
nation’s growing Latino population.

The court heard arguments in a case 
from Texas on the meaning of  the prin-
ciple of  “one person, one vote,” which 
the court has said requires that political 
districts be roughly equal in population.

But it has left open whether states 
must count all residents, or only eligible 
voters, in drawing district lines.

In Texas, and other states with large 
immigrant populations, the difference 
is more than academic. Urban districts 
include many more people who are too 
young, not citizens or otherwise ineligi-
ble to vote.

Two rural Texas voters are challeng-
ing the use of  total population data in 
drawing state Senate districts because 
they say it inflates the voting power of  
city dwellers at their expense.

Their arguments seemed to make 
some headway Tuesday with Justice An-
thony Kennedy.

When some districts of  roughly equal 
population have dramatically different 
numbers of  eligible voters, shouldn’t 
Texas “at least give some consideration 

to this disparity that you have among vot-
ers?” Kennedy asked. Later he wondered 
whether states could produce districts 
that were roughly equal in terms of  over-
all population and eligible voters, saying, 
“Why is one option exclusive of  the oth-
er? Why can’t they have both?”

Texas Solicitor General Scott Keller 
said such an outcome could only be 
achieved at the expense of  other tradi-
tional requirements about redistricting, 
including drawing relatively compact 
districts that don’t split counties.

Kennedy sounded persuaded. “That 
sounds highly probable to me,” he said.

The Texas case was one of  three mat-
ters before the court on Tuesday that 
dealt with redistricting.

The justices also considered a chal-
lenge from Republicans over whether 
Arizona’s state legislative districts were 

redrawn in a way that illegally shifted 
voters to give Democrats an advantage. 
In a third case, the court unanimously 
revived a challenge by some Maryland 
residents to their state’s 2011 redrawing 
of  its congressional districts.

The arguments in the Texas case were 
unusual in several respects. The justices 
displayed little of  the aggressiveness that 
often marks Supreme Court arguments 
and Justice Antonin Scalia said nothing 
at all during the hourlong session.

Civil rights groups say forcing states 
to change their method would damage 
Latino political influence. Texas picked 
up four congressional seats after the 2010 
census, mainly because of  the growth in 
its Hispanic population.

Chief  Justice John Roberts and Justice 
Samuel Alito appeared most open to the 
challengers’ argument.

reservations: 
       707.433.7222

219 healdsburg ave   
       healdsburg, ca  95448

Feast of the Seven Fishes
December 19

Join Chef Louis Maldonado and his culinary team as 
they conjure up an elaborate multi-course holiday meal 
featuring seven different types of seafood. If you're 
deep into seafood, join us for this exclusive feast! 
View each unique menu at spoonbar.com 
$85 per person
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Remember those “growing 
pains” so often men-
tioned when the prospect 

of  moving boys soccer from fall 
to winter was first floated, then 
approved?

They are no longer theoreti-
cal and teams have the bruises 
to prove it.

Ache No. 1: “And you are?”
Coaches are only just now 

getting to know their full com-
plement of  players. 

Because winter is soccer’s 
official season of  sport, accord-
ing to CIF, players can’t play 
games for both club and high 
school teams at the same time. 
The vast majority of  the top 
players on high school squads 
are also spending the better 
part of  their year with club 
crews, which means that while 
they were practicing with their 
high school teams, they could 
not suit up for games or for 
scrimmages. 

And because there was a key 
showcase tournament over 
Thanksgiving that marked 
the end to the fall club season, 
high school coaches have been 
calling up junior varsity players 
to fill out starting lineups until 
these guys come back. That’s a 
tough assignment for a coach, 
not knowing what exactly 
you’ve got to work with.

An example: The season 
officially began Nov. 9 but 
Montgomery played with its full 
lineup for the first time only 
last week.

It’s only preseason, you might 
argue. You might contend that 
games now are just tune-ups for 
league so losses now don’t have 
much meaning. But coaches 
are quick to point out that 
postseason seeding committees 
look at a team’s full schedule 
when they choose rankings to 
determine who plays whom 
and where in the North Coast 
Section tournament.

And tougher postseason 
competition was cited as the 
A-Number-One reason for 
moving from fall to winter. That 
NCS tourney is pretty import-
ant stuff.

To be fair, players from the 
Marin County Athletic league 
are in the same boat as far as 
playing for two masters and 
missing high school games in 
the meantime.

Of  course, soccer isn’t 
entirely alone in this. Think of  
Tom Bonfigli, head coach of  the 
Cardinal Newman boys basket-
ball team. He’s been running 
practices and waiting patiently 
for the football season to end so 
he can see the likes of  Connor 
Rubattino, Damian Wallace 
and Jordon Brookshire. Of  
course, the first two on that list 
are pretty well banged up with 
gridiron injuries.

But the fact is, sports face 
overlap. We are just used to 
them being overlap from high 
school sport to high school 
sport. Just because the NCS 
says a season can start does 
not necessarily mean every 
player, every squad is at full tilt 
immediately.

So on to ache No. 2: “We have 
how many games in the first 
two weeks of  January?”

The slow start is balanced out 
by a tidal wave of  games that 
comes crashing in the first two 
weeks of  league play.

The Ukiah Wildcats, for one, 
will get a heck of  a jolt. They 
are a team that could not sched-
ule a single preseason game be-
cause of  long travel times and 
no guarantee the squad could 
return the favor with a long 
drive south next preseason. 
But come Jan. 4, it’s on. They 
play five league games between 
opening day and Jan. 13.

Cardinal Newman plays six 
games in 12 days — Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday — for two 
weeks straight. So does Rancho 
Cotate. 

A couple of  teams saw that 
tsunami of  games and rejig-
gered things a bit by scheduling 
league games a full month earli-

The aches 
and pains 
of soccer in 
the winter

KERRY BENEFIELD
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WARRIORS 131, PACERS 123

Practically flawless

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CONROY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Warriors guard Stephen Curry shoots against the Pacers on Tuesday. Curry had 29 points, 10 assists, seven rebounds and three steals.

INDIANAPOLIS — Klay 
Thompson and his teammates 
spent the first three quarters 
playing as flawlessly as their 
unbeaten record.

They spent the last 12 minutes 
Tuesday trying to protect their 
perfect quest.

On a night Thompson scored 
a season-high 39 points and 
reigning MVP Stephen Cur-
ry nearly had a triple-double, 
the Warriors improved to 23-0 

by stopping Indiana’s furious 
fourth-quarter comeback and 
holding on for a 131-123 victory.

“We’ve got to handle the end 
of  the game better. We had a 
double-digit lead. You don’t ever 
want to have to win the game 
twice or even three times,” 
Curry said. “You want to make 
things as easy as possible when 
you have a night like we did for 
36 minutes.”

The defending NBA champi-
ons have made things look pret- Warriors guard Klay Thompson defends against the Pacers’  

Paul George during Tuesday’s game. Thompson scored 39 points 
to lead Golden State while George scored 33 to lead Indiana.TURN TO WARRIORS » PAGE C4

By MICHAEL MAROT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Golden State thwarts furious rally 
to tie Heat for 2nd-longest win streak

A test for MLB’s new domestic violence policy
BASEBALL » Reds closer Aroldis Chapman comes under scrutiny

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Mon-
day afternoon, Cincinnati Reds 
closer Aroldis Chapman ap-
peared to be one the most al-
luring trade chips in baseball, 
a flame-throwing left-hander at 
the forefront of  the sport’s an-
nual winter meetings.

One day later, Chapman 
suddenly presented one of  the 
first high-profile tests of  the 
domestic violence policy Major 
League Baseball introduced in 

August, provoked a clumsy per-
formance from the Washington 
Nationals’ new manager and 
prompted discussion within the 
sport over how the Reds con-
ducted trade discussions.

According to a police report 
first obtained Monday by Ya-
hoo Sports, a girlfriend accused 
Chapman of  choking her Oct. 30 
inside Chapman’s home in Da-
vie, Fla. Chapman fired eight 
gun shots inside his garage, ac-
cording to the report, and his 
girlfriend hid in bushes outside 
the house. Police made no arrests 
“due to conflicting stories and a 

lack of  cooperation from all par-
ties involved,” the report said. 
The assistant state attorney said 
a lack of  evidence would prevent 
him from charging Chapman, 
and an attorney for Chapman 
denied the allegations.

From a strictly baseball 
JOHN MINCHILLO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

The attorney for Reds pitcher 
Aroldis Chapman has denied the 
allegations of domestic abuse. TURN TO CHAPMAN » PAGE C6

By BARRY SVRLUGA  
AND ADAM KILGORE
WASHINGTON POST
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DIAMONDBACKS GET MILLER 
Arizona gives up No. 1 draft pick 
in trade for starting pitcher / C5

SECTION D 
Local coverage of food, wine and beer  
that reflects diverse, sophisticated and 
sometimes time-challenged readers.
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KNOW YOUR WINES 

We Love

It’s the North 
Coast’s most 
planted white 
grape for a  
good reason: 
It’s the No. 1 
white wine  
in America

CHARDONNAY FACTS
16,385 acres: Chardonnay is Sonoma County’s most widely 
planted winegrape.
87,380 tons: Total Sonoma County chardonnay harvest.
$1,900 per ton: Sales price of Sonoma County chardonnay grapes.
$174 million: Total value of Sonoma County chardonnay crop.

 
$593 million: Total value of all Sonoma County winegrapes.
21%: Chardonnay is America’s most popular wine, representing 
21% of all U.S. wine purchases.
54 million: Number of cases of California chardonnay shipped to 
U.S. stores and customers. 
Sources: Sonoma County Crop Report 2014; Gomberg-Fredrikson & Associates; Wine Institute

Hands down, chardonnay is America’s most 
popular white wine, with cabernet sauvignon 
a distant second. But while it may be the wine 

that some people love to hate, chardonnay is, for nearly 
everyone else, the first choice when they reach for a 
glass of  white wine. 

Stylistically, chardonnay is broad enough to fit all 
occasions. A chilled glass of  lightly oaked (or no oak) 
chardonnay is a good way to pass an afternoon on the 
patio or the beach. Add a little oak and chardonnay will 
enhance light alfresco meals or a multi-course dinner. 

The origins of  chardonnay can be traced back to Me-
dieval France and the region of  Burgundy. For years, 
there was confusion between chardonnay and pinot 
blanc, a white mutation of  pinot noir.  Eventually it 

was sorted out, chardonnay became the grape of  white 
Burgundy, and modern DNA testing showed that char-
donnay was related to the red Burgundy grape, pinot 
noir. However, chardonnay did not appear in California 
until the 1940s when Wente Bros. planted the grape in 
Livermore. By the 1950s, chardonnay was established 
at Stony Hill in Napa Valley and Hanzell in the eastern 
hills of  Sonoma County.

Today, in California’s north coast wine region, char-
donnay is the most planted white grape, far ahead of  
the second place varietal, sauvignon blanc, followed by 
pinot gris, a varietal that is experiencing steady growth. 
According to the most recent state crop reports, char-

By GERALD BOYD
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Chardonnay
Editor’s Note: Wine grapes are Sonoma County’s largest crop by far, as well as major contributors to the  
county’s economy. “Know Your Wines” visits the grapes responsible for Sonoma County wines, starting with  
the best known — chardonnay, pinot, cabernet sauvignon — and working down to the stars in the making. 

Chardonnay grapes are harvested 
at Nicholson Ranch in Sonoma.  
Chardonnay originated in the  
Burgundy region of France and 
now accounts for 94,000 acres  
of North Coast vineyards.

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

EDITOR’S NOTE
In today’s Feast section, 

you’ll find a few new features. 
“How To” shares proven kitchen 
techniques; “Quick Dish” offers 
speedy meal ideas; “Wine List” 
highlights five locally available 
wines; and “Makers” intro-
duces the farmers and artisan 
producers behind locally made 
food products. 

They join the time-tested Ala 
Carte, Seasonal Pantry, Wine 
of the Week, Pairing and wine 
columns. We think they rep-
resent a wide range of choices 
for Sonoma County’s diverse, 
sophisticated and sometimes 
time-challenged readers. Ques-
tions or comments? Send them 
to Linda.Castrone@pressdemo-
crat.com.

A heartfelt lemony winner

Over seven years of  the BiteClub Holiday Cookie 
Contest, I have tested hundreds of  recipes, soft-
ened hundreds of  pounds of  butter, bought bag 

after bag of  flour and wound up with a kitchen floor 
that’s sticky with powdered sugar until mid-May. I 
thought maybe I had exhausted the possibilities. But 
I was wrong.

This year I tested about a dozen recipes and careful-
ly considered the taste, the ease of  construction and 
the story behind each one. 

A panel of  friends, family and co-workers helped 
me select the winner.

The lemon snowflake cookies were standouts 

because of  their unique refreshing quality and the 
heartfelt story behind Tonia Seidita’s favorite holiday 
cookie.

Winner: Jo’s Lemon Snowflake Cookies, from 
Tonia Seidita

“I love anything lemon flavored,” Seidita wrote. 
“These cookies have a great lemon flavor, and 

their texture is delicate. I got a Blue ribbon for these 
at the Sonoma County Fair. I am dedicating this 
recipe to my mother in-law, Jo, who always enjoyed 
all of  the cookies I bake for the holidays. Last week, 
I baked 5 types of  cookies, including these, for Jo’s 
memorial.” HEATHER IRWIN / The Press Democrat 

The winner: Jo’s Lemon Snow-
flake Cookies by Tonia Seidita.

BAKING » BITE CLUB HOLIDAY COOKIE CONTEST

By HEATHER IRWIN
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Officials defend 
their pay as new 
analysis shows 
wages well above 
counterparts

SHIRLEE 
ZANE

2014 gross earnings: $155,704.31 
Employer pension contribution: 
$62,454.08 
Employer-paid benefit cost: 
$20,722.61

SUSAN  
GORIN

2014 gross earnings: $156,021.43 
Employer pension contribution: $0 
Employer-paid benefit cost: 
$20,930.36

DAVID 
RABBITT

2014 gross earnings: $153,537.68 
Employer pension contribution: 
$62,454.08 
Employer-paid benefit cost: 
$14,928.65

JAMES  
GORE

Elected in November 2014 to term 
that began in 2015; as of July 1, 
all supervisors’ base pay rose to 
$141,780. 

EFREN  
CARRILLO

2014 gross earnings: $154,989.88 
Employer pension contribution: 
$62,454.08 
Employer-paid benefit cost: 
$20,840.49

Napa weighs limits on winery expansion 

NAPA — The Napa County Board 
of  Supervisors began grappling 
Tuesday with the politically con-
tentious issue of  how to better reg-
ulate winery expansion to limit the 

congestion that critics contend has 
turned this agricultural valley into 
an overrun tourist playground.

The board started to debate pro-
posals put forth by a 17-member citi-
zen advisory committee and further 
recommendations by the county’s 
Planning Commission, as well as an 
analysis of  the items by county staff. 
Overall, 22 public hearings have 
been held in the past nine months. 

Board members did not vote on 
any regulations, but instructed staff 
to further work on the proposals.  

Supervisors hope to adopt new rules 
in the next year that will bring some 
clarity to the future of  the wine in-
dustry, which generated $1.6 billion 
in visitor spending last year while 
snarling the county’s planning pro-
cess in time-consuming arguments 
over winery permits. It will continue 
the debate Jan. 5.

The controversy in Napa echoes 
an ongoing debate across Califor-
nia’s Wine Country. Sonoma County 
has formed a task force to study the 
problems associated with winery de-

velopment and events, while other 
counties, such as Santa Barbara and 
San Luis Obispo, also are tackling re-
lated issues on wine tourism. 

Napa supervisors heard from 
73  speakers, part of  a crowd that 
spilled into four overflow rooms to 
discuss the topic, arguably the most 
hotly debated issue in the county of  
about 140,000 residents.

Community activists contend that 
winery growth has clogged main ar-

Overflow crowd attends 
as supervisors begin sifting 
through proposed rules

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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How salaries size up

As Sonoma County and 
its largest labor union 
square off over com-

pensation, pay for members 
of  the Board of  Supervisors 
has soared 45 percent over the 
past 10 years. The increase 
puts the board among the most 
well-compensated in the state, 
ahead of  counterparts in many 
larger jurisdictions, an analysis 
shows.

As of  July 1, supervisors 
received base pay of  $141,780 a 
year plus other earnings, push-
ing their total pay to almost 
$160,000. The latest raise added 
up to a more than $5,000 in-
crease from supervisors’ base 
earnings in 2014, thanks to a 
formula that tethers their sala-
ries to 75 percent of  what state 
superior court judges earn.

By comparison, San Francis-
co and Sacramento supervisors 
received annual salaries of  
about $118,000, according to a 
Bay Area survey released this 
summer. Only supervisors in a 
handful of  urban counties such 
as Alameda and Los Angeles 
made more, the latest statistics 
from the California Controller’s 
Office show.

In fact, Sonoma County 
supervisors are the seventh- or 
eighth-highest paid in the state, 
depending on certain criteria, 
while the county is ranked 17th 
in size with a population of  
about 500,000.

As Service Employees Inter-
national Union workers staged 
a three-day strike last month, 
leaders repeatedly contrasted 
relatively flat wages for rank-
and-file employees with those 
of  the five executives respon-
sible for overseeing county 
government.

“People always say the best 
job in California government 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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COMPARING SUPERVISORS’ PAY
Contra Costa County supervisors recently analyzed their 
compensation alongside eight counties, including Sonoma. 
 Base 2014-2015 
County salary budget Population

Alameda $147,680 $3.3 billion 1,594,569
Sonoma* $138,459 $1.5 billion 496,253
San Mateo $129,917 $2.2 billion 753,123
Ventura $129,227 $1.9 billion 848,073
San Francisco $110,858 $8.6 billion 845,602
Fresno $110,766 $2.0 billion 972,297
Kern  $105,107 $2.6 billion 874,264
Contra Costa     $104,307 $3.2 billion 1,102,871
Sacramento $101,536 $3.7 billion 1,470,912
*In July of 2015 the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors 
received a 2.4% raise, increasing their salary to $141,000.
Source: County of Contra Costa, 2014-2015 fiscal year salary 
analysis

ONLINE For an in-depth look at Sonoma County government salaries, go to www.pressdemocrat.com/datacenter/ 

FUEL FOR 
DEBATE
Among proposed 
winery limits:

 ■ Production, 
hospitality use 
held to 20% of 
some properties.

 ■ Expansion of 
existing wineries 
could fall under 
new rules.
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Push for 
pay hike 
comes 
up short

An aggressive yearlong bid by 
Sonoma County labor advocates 
to raise wages for more than 
5,500  county-affiliated workers 
and contractors came up short 
Tuesday after the Board of  Su-
pervisors opted for a much nar-
rower “living wage” ordinance 
that would cover 1,100 nonprofit 
employees and county contrac-
tors over the next five years.

During an emotional and 
sometimes raucous public hear-
ing that lasted more than four 
hours, critics and low-wage 
workers blasted supervisors, 
telling them they didn’t go far 
enough after the board shelved 
a more narrow proposal in 
June. In their revision, supervi-
sors did not grant higher wages 
for the largest group of  workers 
— roughly 5,000 in-home care-
givers, who earn $11.65 an hour.

“They left out four-fifths of  
workers,” said Marty Bennett, 
co-chairman of  the North Bay 
Jobs with Justice, which spear-
headed the campaign for the 
broader proposal. “That’s the 
biggest disappointment.”

Under the ordinance ap-
proved by the board, wages will 
rise to $15  per hour on July 1, 
2016, for 363  temporary coun-
ty employees and contractors 
hired by for-profit companies. 
The remaining 737  employees 
— nonprofit county contractors 
— would be phased in over three 
years, starting with $13 per hour 
in July 2017, reaching $15 per 
hour in 2020. Total cost to the 
county is estimated at $981,000 
per year by full implementation. 

The vote came amid a nation-
wide push by labor advocates 
and unions to raise minimum 
wages for the lowest-paid work-
ers. The movement, which be-
gan with fast-food workers, has 
spread throughout the Bay Area 
and across California, as cities 
and counties over the past two 
years have passed minimum 

County supervisors  
approve scaled-down 
‘living wage’ ordinance
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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