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OAKLAND ARTISTS FEAR CRACKDOWN: After 
deadly fire, residents of unregulated structures 
worry they’ll lose their live-work spaces / B1
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MAKING LESSONS RELEVANT » 
Petaluma students explore 
how science applies in life.  A3

FAMILIAR ‘BURN COUNTRY’ »  
James Franco’s new film takes 
viewers on tour of county.  D1

COLD NIGHT FOR OAKLAND » 
Chiefs make life miserable 
for Raiders in 21-13 loss.  C1

EPA pick won’t stop climate shift

Sex ban  
in works 
for law 
practices

Santa Rosa attorney Michael 
Fiumara was up late at his 
downtown office poring over 
legal papers, when a woman’s 
laughter broke his concentra-
tion.

He stood up from his desk in 
the downtown building shared 
by many other lawyers and 
poked a head into the hallway.

As he did, a giggly, stock-
ing-clad woman, wine glass and 
heels in hand, stepped from the 
suite of  the neighboring divorce 
attorney.

She was followed close behind 
by the attorney himself, who 
buttoned his pants and told him, 
“you didn’t see this,” Fiumara 
said.

“I thought, ‘Wow. What the 
hell is going on here?’ ” said Fi-
umara, recalling the scene from 
early in his career. “I later found 
out she was his client.”

Sex between lawyers and the 
people they represent has long 
been a source of  speculation and 
titillation. It’s also allowed un-
der the State Bar of  California’s 
rules of  professional conduct as 
long as it’s not used as payment, 
and doesn’t involve coercion or 
prevent competent legal advice.

But that could change under 
a proposed ethics code overhaul 
that would expose lawyers to 
discipline or disbarment.

Among 68 suggested tweaks 
is an all-out ban on sex with cli-

National hero of the Space Age dies at 95

John Glenn, a freckle-faced son of  
Ohio who was hailed as a national hero 
and a symbol of  the Space Age as the 
first American to orbit the Earth, then 
became a national political figure for 
24  years in the Senate, died Thursday 
in Columbus, Ohio. He was 95.

Ohio State University announced 
his death.

Glenn had recently been hospital-
ized at the James Cancer Center at 
Ohio State University in Columbus, 
though university officials said at the 
time that admission there did not nec-
essarily mean he had cancer. He had 
heart-valve replacement surgery in 
2014 and a stroke around that time.

In just five hours on Feb. 20, 1962, 
Glenn joined a select roster of  Ameri-
cans whose feats have seized the coun-
try’s imagination and come to embody 
a moment in its history, figures like 
Lewis and Clark, the Wright brothers 
and Charles Lindbergh.

It was an anxious nation that NASA

John Glenn, shown aboard his Mercury capsule during 
his historic flight in 1962, died Thursday at age 95. 

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s 
choice of  a fossil-fuel advocate 
and climate-change denier to 
head the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency comes at a moment 
when the U.S. energy market 
has already shifted away from 
the most polluting fossil fuels, 
driven more by investors and 
economics than by federal reg-
ulations.

Those market forces could 
make Trump’s promise to cre-
ate at least half  a million energy 
jobs a year in the nation’s coal 
mines and oil shale fields all but 
impossible.

But if  Trump’s promised jobs 
are unlikely to materialize, the 
effect on the planet from his pol-
icies would be significant. With-
out additional government poli-
cies, energy and environmental 
experts say, the shift from coal, 
oil and natural gas will not be 
rapid or substantial enough to 
stave off the worst impacts of  a 
warming atmosphere, includ-
ing rising sea levels, more pow-
erful storms, more devastating 

droughts and food and water 
shortages.

“The good news is that on its 
own, the U.S. economy has be-
come less carbon intensive, and 
that trend will continue overall,” 
said Robert Stavins, the director 
of  the environmental economics 
program at Harvard University. 
The bad news, he said, is that 
markets alone will not lower 

Energy market forces 
likely to stymie Trump’s 
vow to create more jobs
By CORAL DAVENPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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State Bar may overhaul 
ethics rules on client, 
attorney interaction
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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INSIDE President-elect picks critic of 
minimum wage as labor chief / B1
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BEING CONSCIENTIOUS: Mark Houser, the vineyard manager of Hoot Owl Creek Vineyards, inspects vines Wednesday near Alexander Valley Elementary School near  
Healdsburg. Houser pays close attention to the pesticides used, and has an agreement with the school that they will be applied only in off hours.

Fearing pesticides’ reach
AGRICULTURE » State department that regulates insecticides  
proposes rule banning spraying within quarter-mile of schools

Lobbying groups have been making last- 
minute pitches to an obscure state agency 
on an issue that has ramifications through-

out the state and particularly in Sonoma County: 
To what length should farmers go to protect 
schoolchildren from sprayed pesticides?

The state Department of  Pesticide Regulation 
has proposed a rule that would ban pesticide 
applications within a quarter-mile of  schools and 

day care centers on weekdays between 6 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Comments are due today, and the depart-
ment has received about 500 from various groups, 
said spokeswoman Charlotte Fadipe.

DPR Director Brian Leahy has said the pro-
posal “builds in additional layers of  protection 
for students and school staff that are located in 
agricultural areas” as well as ensures better com-
munication.

Parents and anti-pesticide advocates tend 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A BUFFER ZONE 
AGAINST PESTICIDES 
To protect children, the state 
Department of Pesticide 
Regulation has proposed a 
rule banning many pesticide 
applications within a  
quarter-mile of public  
elementary and high schools 
and day care centers on week-
days between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
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Early Music Christmas: 

An English Celebration 
Friday, December 16, 8pm & Saturday, December 17, 8pm 

Schroeder Hall, Green Music Center 
Jenni Samuelson, soprano, David Parsons, organ, Steve Escher, cornetto 

Sonoma Bach Choir 
Directed by Robert Worth

Tickets: $25 General, $15 Students • Purchase in advance or at the door
For more information: www.sonomabach.org or 707-303-4604


