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ONE FOR THE BOOKS » 
Warriors win first 6-0 in 
franchise history.   C1

CHRISTMAS TREES » Farms 
are experimenting with 
lesser-known varieties.   D1

BENEFIELD » Montgomery 
grad remembers reaching 
the ultimate goal at USC.  C1

SRJC 
revs up 
student 
outreach

Sonoma County college stu-
dents are cutting back on classes, 
with some abandoning school al-
together as they face challenges 
and uncertainties in the after-
math of  the North Bay wildfires.

Nearly 125 Santa Rosa Junior 
College students quit school and 
another 290 dropped one or more 
classes in the weeks after the 
wind-whipped firestorm erupt-
ed Oct. 8 in Calistoga and roared 
across the hills 
to Santa Rosa, 
d e c i m a t i n g 
neighborhoods 
and killing 24 
people in Sono-
ma County. Col-
lege officials said  
900 students lost 
their homes in 
the fires, which 
exacerbated an 
already tight 
housing market.

Some stu-
dents moved in 
with relatives, 
while others 
left the county 
after not finding 
new housing. 
College officials 
said they’ll likely see enrollment 
decline further as more people 
are pushed out of  their current 
rentals. Housing advocates say 
some tenants have already seen 
rent increases since the fires. 
Others reported getting eviction 
notices.

“There’s still so much uncer-
tainty with housing. Housing 
was already an issue before the 
fires,” said Pedro Avila, SRJC’s 
student services vice president. 
“That’s the unknown for us — 
how many are going to leave  
the area.”

Sonoma State University had 

Many dropped classes 
after losing housing 
to October firestorm
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ONLINE
For more 
information on 
the upcoming 
registration 
changes, go to 
santarosa.edu/
summerfall 
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Warren Luke and his wife have sold their Kerry Lane lot in the Coffey Park neighborhood after their home was destroyed in the Tubbs fire. 

Avoiding heartache

Some residents rushing to put their land in fire-ravaged 
neighborhoods on the market, move and start fresh

The choice was easy for Warren and Lori 
Luke.

As their belongings accumulated from  
37 years of  marriage still smoldered inside the 
ruins of  their Coffey Park home, the Santa Rosa 
couple decided they would not stick around to re-
build.

Instead, the Lukes decided to put their lot on 
Kerry Lane up for sale and accelerate long-held 
plans to move back to Oregon, where they will be 
closer to family and avoid both the headaches and 
heartaches ahead as their neighborhood attempts 
to recover from the most destructive wildfires in 

California history.
“I told her as soon as this happened that I want-

ed to move up there now,” said Warren Luke, 58, a 
service route manager for Ecolab. “I didn’t want 
to rebuild, I didn’t want to wait.”

Two months after the October wildfires leveled 
more than 4,600 homes in Santa Rosa, “For Sale” 
signs are popping on vacant lots in Coffey Park 
and other fire-ravaged neighborhoods, as a grow-
ing number of  property owners reach similar con-
clusions.

At least two-dozen empty lots are now listed for 
sale in north Santa Rosa, concentrated in Coffey 
Park, Fountaingrove and Larkfield-Wikiup. Pric-

BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The economy’s vital signs are 
stronger than they have been in 
years. Companies are posting 
jobs faster than they can find 
workers to fill them. Incomes 
are rising. The stock market sets 
records seemingly every month.

The latest evidence of  the re-
vival came Friday, when the La-
bor Department reported that 
U.S. employers added 228,000 
jobs in November. The unem-
ployment rate held steady at 4.1 
percent, the lowest since 2000. 
Job growth has slowed since 
its peak in 2014 but remains re-
markably steady: For the first 

time on record, employers have 
added jobs every month for more 
than seven years — 86 months, 
to be precise.

“It’s a really, really strong 
economy,” said Tom Gimbel, 
chief  executive of  LaSalle Net-
work, a staffing firm in Chicago. 
“Companies really want to take 
advantage of  the economy, so 
they want to hire and get while 
the getting’s good.”

That strength could also pose 
challenges, particularly in light 

of  the $1.5 trillion tax cut that 
Congress could pass as early as 
this month. Economists expect 
the tax bill to provide at least a 
modest lift to the economy — but 
they are not sure that’s a good 
idea.

With unemployment so low 
and the economy fundamentally 
healthy, a tax cut could lead the 
economy to grow too quickly, 
pushing up inflation and forcing 

US boasts ‘really, really strong economy’

By BEN CASSELMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

STEADY STRENGTH » After 7 years of consistent job 
growth, some worry about effect of GOP tax plan
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VENTURA — The quick-mov-
ing fires that have forced thou-
sands of  Californians to evac-
uate their homes continued to 
sweep across the southern part 
of  the state Friday, destroying 
buildings and taxing fire crews 
that have been working for days.

Evacuees in San Diego County, 
where a 4,100-acre fire remained 
completely uncontained, told of  
quickly encroaching flames that 
left at least six people injured, 
prized racehorses dead and doz-
ens of  homes in ruins

“I got the ‘Get the hell out of  
here’ evacuation,” said Paul 
Anderson, who fled his home in 
San Diego County on Thursday. 
“About four cop cars rolling 

around the neighborhood. ‘Get 
out!’ ”

The fire Anderson fled was 
among several burning Friday in 
Southern California, including a 
flare-up near Alpine in Cleveland 
National Forest and a blaze in 
Ventura County that has burned  
132,000 acres and de-
stroyed more than  
400 buildings. Officials said the 
Ventura fire was threatening 
homes from the exclusive enclave 
of  Ojai to the hills of  Ventura.

Fires carve destructive path
By JENNIFER MEDINA, MIRIAM 
JORDAN AND MITCH SMITH
NEW YORK TIMES

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA » Wind-driven flames  
proving particularly difficult for swamped firefighters 
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A helicopter 
flies over 
a wildfire 
Thursday in 
Bonsall in San 
Diego County. 
A separate fire 
burning in  
Ventura County 
has burned 
132,000 acres.
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Trainers struggle 
to safely evacuate 
horses / A9

“I told her as soon 
as this happened 
that I wanted to 
move up there 
now (to Oregon). 
I didn’t want to 
rebuild, I didn’t 
want to wait.”
WARREN LUKE, he and his wife  
decided not rebuild the home  
in the Coffey Park neighborhood


