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Burn victims relive wildfire ‘nightmare’
LOS MOLINOS — Bill Blevins had 

pulled himself  out of  homelessness 
and addiction with a job as an alarm 
systems repairman, dexterous work 
with tiny electrical components that 
he enjoyed.

But last week he was forced to 
confront a new hurdle: His left pin-

kie finger was amputated. It was his 
third surgery since his hands were 
ravaged by the wildfire that devastat-
ed the town of  Paradise, last month. 
And now he’s not sure if  he will be 
able to work again.

Those who were burned but sur-
vived are only beginning to deal with 
the consequences of  the wildfire, 
which killed 85 people with 10 still 
unaccounted for, according to the 

Butte County sheriff, and consumed 
more than 18,000 structures. For the 
people burned in the Camp fire, the 
battle is far from over; many are still 
hospitalized, facing yearslong jour-
neys of  surgeries and rehabilitation.

“Long after people forget that the 
fire ever happened, across the U.S., 
there are still people here that live 

By SARAH MASLIN NIR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Long after 
disasters 
are forgotten,  
injured left 
to deal with 
aftermath on 
daily basis

White House chief Kelly to exit

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump announced Saturday that 
White House Chief  of  Staff John Kelly 
would exit his post by the end of  the 
year, capping the retired Marine gen-

eral’s rocky tenure as the president’s 
top aide and portending a major per-
sonnel shake-up as Trump prepares 
to navigate a divided Congress and 
focuses on his re-election campaign.

White House officials said the two 
men had a private discussion Fri-
day after months of  mounting frus-
tration on the part of  the president 
about his chief  of  staff and nonstop 
speculation about Kelly’s future. 
Kelly is likely to be replaced by Nick 
Ayers, Vice President Mike Pence’s 
chief  of  staff and an experienced 

campaign operative who possesses 
the political skills and network that 
Trump felt Kelly lacked.

But the departure of  Kelly — a 
four-star general with battlefield 
experience and deep government 
know-how — deprives the West Wing 
of  a seasoned leader who was seen 
by allies as a check on some of  the 
president’s most reckless impulses.

The selection of  Ayers was not final 
Saturday as the president attended the 
Army vs. Navy football game in Phil-
adelphia, and the two men remained 

in negotiations, according to White 
House officials.

As he departed the White House 
on Saturday, Trump told reporters 
that he would name a replacement 
in coming days, and that it may be 
on an interim basis.

“John Kelly will be leaving — I 
don’t know if  I can say ‘retiring.’ 
But, he’s a great guy,” Trump said 
on the South Lawn of  the White 
House as he prepared to board the 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION »  
Top aide imposed order on 
staff, was often frustrated
By JOSH DAWSEY, SEUNG MIN KIM 
AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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Living for 100 years is rare today, but century-long 
healthy lives could eventually become the norm as 
scientists unravel the aging process and billionaires 

invest in a field that is now taking off, researchers and 
market analysts say.

“It’s not a fantasy. I firmly believe 
we are going to get there,” said Eric 
Verdin, president of  the Buck Institute 
for Research on Aging in Novato. “The 
question is how long is it going to take to 
get there.”

A recent subtle but significant shift 
for scientists at Buck and throughout 
the field of  aging may have shortened 
the forecast at a time when the U.S. and 
global population is growing older and 
the cost of  treating the infirmities of  the 

elderly threatens to multiply.
Geroscience, a term coined at Buck in 2007, is based 

on the recognition that aging itself  is the enabler of  the 
deadly and debilitating afflictions associated with growing 
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HOPING FOR A CURE: Tim Landerville, who took acetaminophen and glucosamine for years to relieve discomfort from advanced osteoarthritis, uses a stationary bicycle 
while working out Saturday at Airport Health Club in Santa Rosa. He says he would welcome a less-invasive option to knee replacement surgery for his condition. 

Gold rush on ways  
to boost golden years

Scientists, investors upbeat about 
prospect of healthier, longer lives 

In his youth, Tim Landerville 
played center field for a Philadel-
phia Phillies minor league team, 

sprinting after fly balls in the grassy 
outfields he patrolled in the 1970s.

Now 67, the Santa Rosa man, who 
stands 6 feet 4 inches and weighs 
over 200 pounds, said he “can’t 
run at all” — hobbled by a pair of  
arthritic knees. Going downstairs 

is painful and walking through air-
ports on business trips is an ordeal.

Landerville, who took acetamin-
ophen and glucosamine for years, 
is now receiving more potent injec-
tions and contemplating surgical 
replacement of  both knees.

A less-invasive and painful 
option to treat his advanced osteo-
arthritis would be welcome. “If  it 
were true, I would jump at it,” he 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Pioneering a cure for arthritis
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Eric  
Verdin

TREATING  
ARTHRITIS:  
Tim Landerville  
receives an 
injection in his 
right knee Friday 
to treat his ar-
thritis symptoms 
at Santa Rosa 
Sports and Family 
Medicine.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Wooed 
to wield 
influence  
for Saudis

Senior U.S. officials were wor-
ried. Since the early months of  
the Trump administration, Jared 
Kushner, the president’s son-in-
law and Middle East adviser, had 
been having private, informal 
conversations with Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, the favorite 
son of  Saudi Arabia’s king.

Given Kushner’s political 
inexperience, the private ex-
changes could make him sus-
ceptible to Saudi manipulation, 
said three former senior U.S. 
officials. In an effort to tighten 
practices at the White House, a 
new chief  of  staff tried to reim-
pose long-standing procedures 
stipulating that National Securi-
ty Council staff members should 
participate in all calls with for-
eign leaders.

But even with the restric-
tions in place, Kushner, 37, and 
Crown Prince Mohammed, 
33, kept chatting, according to 
three former White House offi-
cials and two others briefed by 
the Saudi royal court. In fact, 
they said, the two men were on 
a first-name basis, calling each 
other Jared and Mohammed in 
text messages and phone calls.

The exchanges continued 

MIDEAST » Officials say 
kingdom cultivated ties 
between Kushner, prince
By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK  
AND BEN HUBBARD
NEW YORK TIMES
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