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Senate report details CIA brutality
MORE  
INSIDE

 ■ Detainee’s 
ordeal became 
blueprint for CIA’s 
treatment of 
suspects / A7

 ■ Analysis: As 
head of panel, 
Feinstein stayed 
firm under 
pressure / A8

Region 
prepares 
for major 

storm

Public agencies are ratcheting 
up preparations for a fierce win-
ter storm expected to strike the 
North Coast late tonight with 
high winds and a torrent of  rain-
fall certain to wreak all kinds 
of  havoc through the night and 
most of  Thursday, at least.

With gusting winds and up 
to 8 inches of  rain predicted for 
the coastal hills, emergency of-
ficials are anticipating flooding, 
power failures, downed trees 
and road conditions so bad 
they’re urging anyone who can 
stay home to do so.

And that’s if  the weather sys-
tem moves through the region 
as swiftly as it’s supposed to, 
without getting stalled overhead 
— which remains a possibility, 
forecasters and emergency per-
sonnel said.

“It’s going to be a big storm,” 
Sonoma County Emergency 
Services Manager Christopher 
Helgren said, citing the Nation-
al Weather Service’s high de-
gree of  confidence in the mod-
eling used to predict the impact. 
“It’s going to make last week’s 
look like child’s play, is what 
they said.”

The last storm approaching 
this magnitude was on Jan. 19 
and 20, 2012, when 2.77 inches 
fell in 24 hours in Santa Rosa, 
National Weather Service me-
teorologist Steve Anderson said 
Tuesday.

By comparison, what’s com-
ing is expected to dump 3 to 
5 inches of  rain in most areas of  
Sonoma County, arriving with 
sustained, high winds gusting 
up to 50 mph inland and up to 
70  mph on the Sonoma Coast, 
Anderson said. 

Flooding, power outages 
expected; residents urged  
to have disaster kits ready

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON — The United 
States brutalized scores of  terror 
suspects with interrogation tactics 
that turned secret CIA prisons into 
chambers of  suffering and did noth-

ing to make America safer after the 
9/11 attacks, Senate investigators 
concluded Tuesday.

The Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee’s torture report, years in the 
making, accused the CIA of  mislead-
ing its political masters about what 
it was doing with its “black site” cap-
tives and deceiving the nation about 
the effectiveness of  its techniques.

The report was the first public ac-
counting of  tactics employed after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
and it described far harsher actions 
than had been widely known.

Tactics included confinement to 
small boxes, weeks of  sleep depriva-
tion, simulated drowning, slapping 
and slamming, and threats to kill, 
harm or sexually abuse families of  
the captives.

The report produced revulsion 
among many, challenges to its ve-
racity among some lawmakers and 
a sharp debate about whether it 
should have been released at all.

GOP Sen. John McCain, tortured 
in Vietnam as a prisoner of  war, was 
out of  step with some fellow Repub-
licans in welcoming the report and 

endorsing its findings.
“We gave up much in the expecta-

tion that torture would make us saf-
er,” he said in a Senate speech. “Too 
much.”

Five hundred pages were released, 
representing the executive summa-
ry and conclusions of  a still-classi-
fied 6,700-page full investigation.

President Barack Obama de-
clared some of  the past practices to 
be “brutal, and as I’ve said before, 
constituted torture in my mind. 
And that’s not who we are,” he told 

Feinstein-led panel says torture 
methods failed to produce 

valuable information

By BRADLEY KLAPPER  
and KEN DILANIAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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ROADSIDE MARKETING: Swede’s Feeds co-owner Mike Scheffer stands in front of his Highway 12 store in Kenwood, where he displays metal sculptures he 
says are necessary for the viability of his business. Promotional tactics are a subject of dispute between business owners and residents in the scenic corridor.

Standoff over signs
Along Sonoma Valley’s Highway 12 corridor, businesses aiming to grab  

tourists’ attention are at odds with residents looking to preserve rural scenery

Boutique wine tasting rooms have 
been proliferating along the scenic 
Highway 12 corridor in Sonoma 

Valley in recent years, and with them 
have come more advertising, including 
balloons, banners and sandwich boards 
aimed at grabbing the attention of  the 
16,000 motorists who travel that stretch of  
road daily. 

Business owners say the outdoor 
advertisements are needed to entice 
drivers to slow down and pull into their 
wineries, restaurants and gift shops. But 
the marketing tactic is putting them at 
odds with nearby residents, who say the 
promotional activity is an eyesore that 
has blemished the valley’s viewshed, one 

dominated by vineyards and framed by 
two large state parks to the west and east, 
Annadel and Sugarloaf. 

“People felt it marred the scenic beauty 
of  this part of  the valley,” said Gini 
Dunlap, a board member with the Valley 
of  the Moon Alliance, which has called on 
area businesses to take down the signs. 
The group also contends they constitute a 
traffic hazard. 

A petition started recently by the alli-
ance urging the removal of  unpermitted 
signs has earned more than 100 signa-
tures so far. Members also have gone 
door to door, reminding businesses about 
county and state regulations that restrict 
outdoor advertisement. Some of  the busi-
nesses obliged and took down their extra 
advertising, Dunlap said, but those signs 
have since been reappearing. 

The conflict, in the era of  eBay and 
Amazon, has highlighted the everyday 
and old-fashioned measures that some 
brick-and-mortar businesses say they 
need to take to bring in customers along 
a busy thoroughfare — one of  Wine 
Country’s most popular drives. It also il-
luminates the struggle between residents 
seeking to protect their rural lifestyle 
and those trying to bolster commercial 
enterprise in the area. 

“I understand the level of  inconve-
nience, but we’re supplying the local 
economy,” said Anne White, manager of  
the nearby B Wise Vineyards in Ken-
wood. White said she doesn’t use banners 
or sandwich boards but knows many 
other wineries and shops in the area that 
do to attract customers.
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By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Several nosy newcomers proved in-
valuable Tuesday to an old, off-and-on 
search for the burial place of  two Bear 
Flag Revolt rebels captured and slain 
nearly 169 years ago by defenders of  a 

Mexico-controlled California.
Five dogs trained to locate historic 

and even prehistoric human remains 
assisted locals keen to pinpoint the 
graves and perhaps move and pro-
vide a proper burial to whatever is left 
of  the bodies of  Thomas Cowie and 
George Fowler.

At one point Kayle, an eager and 
agile border collie, sat suddenly while 
she sniffed about a landscaped knoll 
behind a home off Santa Rosa’s Chan-
ate Road. That was a signal.

“She’s in scent,” said Adela Morris 

of  Woodside, a dog handler with the 
Institute for Canine Forensics. “She’s 
gauging the scent.”

Fellow border collies Jasper, Rhea 
and Piper, and a Labrador named 
Bailey, also signaled to their handlers 
upon detecting scents near rock that 
has rested on the knoll for longer than 
anyone knows.

When the forensics dogs had fin-
ished surveying the backyard and the 
immediate area, long believed to be 
the vicinity of  the Cowie and Fowler 

Dogs aid search for rebels’ unmarked graves

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Handler Adela Morris watches her border collie, 
Jasper, signal a possible site in Santa Rosa on Tues-
day for the remains of two Bear Flag rebels.TURN TO GRAVES, PAGE A8

Two men killed in 1846’s  
Bear Flag Revolt long believed  
to be buried at Santa Rosa site

By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


