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SETTING A TRAP: An undercover Sonoma County sheriff’s detective, who works with the property crimes investigation unit, leaves a decoy package equipped with a 
GPS tracking device at the front door of a home in Windsor on Thursday.

Baiting parcel bandits
Lines in 
sand on  
Trump’s 
policies

California’s Democratic law-
makers, who will have virtually 
unchecked policymaking power 
next year, will use it to resist 
moves by the Trump admin-
istration to reverse the state’s 
policy on issues like health care 
and environmental protection, 
while pressing for major expen-
ditures on road maintenance 
funded by new taxes and fees.

Last month’s election put 
27 Democrats in the 40-mem-
ber state Senate and 55 in the 
80-member Assembly, numbers 
that add up to a unilateral two-
thirds majority for the party — 
known as a supermajority — in 
both chambers.

Without the need for a single 
Republican vote nor fear of  a gu-
bernatorial veto, the Democrats 
can raise taxes, change political 
ethics laws, place constitutional 
amendments on the ballot and 
override a veto, should it come 
from Democratic Gov. Jerry 
Brown, who exercises that pow-
er sparingly.

Democrats in Sacramento — 
along with many of  the nearly 
8.8 million Californians who 
voted for Hillary Clinton — are 
bracing for dramatic changes 
in policy from President-elect 
Donald Trump, who is stocking 
his cabinet with nominees at 
odds with current policies on is-
sues like global warming, immi-
gration, health insurance and 
oil-drilling bans off the coast.

With their supermajority, the 
state’s lawmakers say they can 
push back.

“Democrats will stand in sol-
idarity against Trump initia-
tives that strike at the heart of  
everything Californians hold 

At least three Sonoma County 
law enforcement agencies are 
deploying decoy packages 

equipped with GPS tracking devices 
to stop potential thieves this holiday 
season.

Officials from the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Santa Rosa 
and Petaluma police departments 
said they already are using or plan to 
use “bait” packages, which generally 
resemble normal delivery boxes but 
have tracking technology disguised 
inside. 

“We find a way to make sure that the 
GPS can work inside the package. If  

you open it up, it might look like it’s a 
number of  different things,” Petaluma 
Police Sgt. Paul Gilman said. “You may 
not know until you get stopped on your 
way home that you’ve stolen a device 
that has GPS in it.”

Package theft is common around 
the holidays, as more and more items 
from online orders or elsewhere get 
delivered to residents’ doorsteps and 
left, Gilman said. Petaluma police 
earlier this week arrested a woman on 
suspicion of  stealing packages from 
someone’s front porch.

Theft can occur even if  a pack-
age is only unattended for a brief  
period of  time — a lesson Gilman 

Rise in stolen holiday packages spurs law enforcement’s tactic to nab thieves
SAFEGUARDING DELIVERIES
FedEx offers six tips for keeping packages safe during 
the holiday season.

 ■ Consider an alternate 
shipping destination, such 
as your workplace or the 
home of a family member 
or friend who can accept 
the delivery in person.

 ■Have packages held at 
the delivery service facility. 
Both FedEx and UPS will 
hold parcels for up to five 
business days at no added 
cost. USPS offers Package 
Intercept, which can be set 
up online.

 ■ Request a signature 

for delivery, especially for 
high-value items. Either the 
shipper or the recipient can 
make this request.

 ■ Request a vacation hold 
on all shipments for up to 
14 days.

 ■ Request the driver ring 
the doorbell or knock when 
a delivery is made. 

 ■ Schedule your delivery. 
Services like FedEx permit 
requests for a delivery time 
and date that works for 
you.

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO BANDITS » PAGE A2

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

North Coast lawmakers 
prioritize in era of Dems’ 
legislative supermajority
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Donald  
Trump
President-elect 
has dismissed 
findings about 
Russian hackings.

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelli-
gence agencies have concluded with 
“high confidence” that Russia acted 
covertly in the latter stages of  the 
presidential campaign to harm Hil-

lary Clinton’s chances and promote 
Donald Trump, according to senior 
administration officials.

They based that conclusion, in 
part, on another finding — which 
they say was also reached with high 
confidence — that the Russians 
hacked the Republican National 
Committee’s computer systems in 
addition to their attacks on Dem-
ocratic organizations, but did not 
release whatever information they 
gleaned from the Republican net-
works.

In the months before the elec-
tion, it was largely documents from 
Democratic Party systems that were 
leaked to the public. Intelligence 
agencies have concluded that the 
Russians gave the Democrats’ docu-
ments to WikiLeaks.

Republicans have a different expla-
nation for why no documents from 
their networks were ever released. 
Over the past several months, offi-
cials from the Republican commit-
tee have consistently said that their 
networks were not compromised, as-

serting that only the accounts of  in-
dividual Republicans were attacked. 
On Friday, a senior committee offi-
cial said he had no comment.

Trump’s transition office issued 
a statement Friday evening reflect-
ing the deep divisions that emerged 
between his campaign and the intel-
ligence agencies over Russian med-
dling in the election. “These are the 
same people that said Saddam Hus-
sein had weapons of  mass destruc-

CIA: Russia tried to skew vote
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ELECTION 2016 » Agencies 
say GOP committee hacked, 
but emails not made public
By DAVID E. SANGER  
AND SCOTT SHANE
NEW YORK TIMES

Suit: Insurance part of Wells Fargo scam

When Wells Fargo admitted a few 
months ago that thousands of  its 
employees had created as many as 
2 million unauthorized accounts for 
its customers, alarm bells went off at 
Prudential, one of  the nation’s biggest 
insurance firms.

Wells Fargo has a partnership with 
Prudential to sell a low-cost life insur-
ance policy to the bank’s retail cus-

tomers. After news of  the Wells Fargo 
settlement in September, Prudential 
ordered an internal review of  its deal-
ings with the bank, to make sure noth-
ing was amiss with the joint endeavor.

A lot was amiss. According to three 
former managers in Prudential’s cor-
porate investigation division, Wells 
Fargo employees appeared to have 
signed up bank customers for Pruden-
tial insurance without the customers’ 
knowledge or permission. In some 
cases, they even arranged for monthly 
premium fees to be withdrawn from 

their customers’ accounts.
When investigators reviewed tapes 

of  calls to Prudential’s customer ser-
vice line, they found complaints from 
Wells Fargo customers about policies 
they did not remember buying. Many 
of  the customers did not speak En-
glish and needed a Spanish interpret-
er, the three plaintiffs said.

“This definitely was the same kind of  
conduct that Wells was committing, but 
through Prudential,” said one of  the 
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Wells Fargo, headquartered in San Francisco, is under 
scrutiny again after a Prudential review found bank 
customers unknowingly were signed up for insurance.
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