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US resists global climate efforts
Trump administration
joins Russia and Saudis
in downplaying report
By DAVID NAKAMURA
AND DARRYL FEARS
WASHINGTON POST

The United States joined a
controversial proposal by Saudi
Arabia and Russia this weekend
to weaken a reference to a key
report on the severity of global warming, sharpening battle

lines at the global climate summit in Poland aimed at gaining
consensus over how to combat
rising temperatures.
Arguments erupted Saturday
night before a United Nations
working group focused on science and technology, where
the United States teamed with
Russia, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to challenge language that
would have welcomed the findings of the landmark report,
which said the world has barely 10 years to cut carbon emis-

sions by nearly half to avoid
catastrophic warming.
“There was going to be an
agreement to welcome the …
report,” said Jake Schmidt, the
managing director of the Natural Resources Defense Council’s
international program, who
is in Poland. “The U.S. wanted to note it, which is saying in
essence that we know it’s out
there but we have no comment.”
The U.S. position lines up with
the views of the Trump administration, which is plowing ahead

with a raft of aggressive policies
on coal power and oil exploration that are likely to worsen
the effects of climate change —
steamrolling over dire environmental warnings issued by the
administration’s own team of
experts in a major report just
two weeks ago.
In 2015, as countries of the
world negotiated the Paris climate agreement, they asked the
U.N. Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change to produce
a report in 2018 “on the impacts
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of global warming of 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
levels and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways.”
It’s this report, integral to
the negotiations in Katowice,
Poland, and specifically timed
for them, that has now become
a flashpoint at the talks. Delegates from other nations were
surprised when the United
States rejected a move to welcome the report and proposed
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Generic
drugs
probe
widens
Lawsuit by 47 states
accuses drugmakers of
massive price-fixing plot
By CHRISTOPHER ROWLAND
WASHINGTON POST
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The Sonoma County Open Space District has transferred nearly 1,200 acres of land to the parks department for the new Mark West Regional Park
and Open Space Preserve. The new county park will be open to the public for previews next spring.
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

s early as March, visitors will be
invited to explore Sonoma County’s
newest regional park: a wooded
1,192-acre oasis north of Santa Rosa along
more than 2.5 miles of upper Mark West
Creek.
Pieced together through $23 million in
taxpayer-funded acquisitions over more
than a decade, the Mark West Regional
Park and Open Space Preserve will open
for once-a-month “park preview days”
while the county conducts a multi-year environmental review and master planning
for permanent operations.
The property is now officially public

parkland after its transfer from the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District last month, making it
the third-largest property in the regional
park system next to Tolay Lake and Hood
Mountain.
“This is going to be one of the jewels of
the system, for sure,” said Bill Keene, general manager of the Open Space District.
Purchased in six different chunks
from three families, the new park puts
hundreds of acres of wilderness within
minutes of urban communities while
preserving critical watersheds and wildlife
habitat, officials said.
Like other public parks that were in
the path of the 2017 fires, it will serve as a
living laboratory for those studying wild-

fire recovery and resilience in the face of
climate change.
It has an extensive network of trails that
will support hiking, cycling and horseback
riding, among other “passive” activities,
Regional Parks Director Bert Whitaker
said.
Its existence fulfills a long-envisioned
goal by park planners to locate a regional
park in that part of Sonoma County, as
demonstrated by a star placed on a map
more than five decades ago at that location, Whitaker said.
The park property wasn’t set aside until
much more recently, beginning in 2002
with the Open Space District’s purchase

Executives at more than a
dozen generic-drug companies
had a form of shorthand to describe how they conducted business, insider lingo worked out
over steak dinners, cocktail receptions and rounds of golf.
The “sandbox,” according to
investigators, was the market
for generic prescription drugs,
where everyone was expected to
play nice.
“Fair share” described dividing up the sales pie to ensure
that each company reaped continued profits. “Trashing the
market” was used when a competitor ignored these unwritten
rules and sold drugs for less
than agreed-upon prices.
The terminology reflected
more than just the clubbiness
of a powerful industry, according to authorities and several
lawsuits. Officials from multiple
states say these practices were
central to illegal price-fixing
schemes of massive proportion.
The lawsuit and related cases picked up steam last month
when a federal judge ruled that
more than 1 million emails,
cellphone texts and other documents cited as evidence could be
shared among all plaintiffs.
What started as an antitrust
lawsuit brought by states over
just two drugs in 2016 has exploded into an investigation of
alleged price-fixing involving
at least 16 drug companies and
300 drugs, Joseph Nielsen, an
assistant attorney general and
antitrust investigator in Connecticut who has been a leading
force in the probe, said in an
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Users irate over location-tracking apps
Investigation shows it’s not
hard to identify people from
aggregated anonymous data
By JENNIFER VALENTINO-DEVRIES
AND NATASHA SINGER
NEW YORK TIMES

The millions of dots on the map
trace highways, side streets and bike
trails — each one following the path of
an anonymous cellphone user.
One path tracks someone from a
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home outside Newark, New Jersey,
to a nearby Planned Parenthood. Another represents a person who travels
with New York’s mayor during the day
and returns to Long Island at night.
Yet another leaves a house in upstate New York at 7 a.m. and travels
to a middle school 14 miles away, staying until late afternoon each school
day. Only one person makes that trip:
Lisa Magrin, 46, a math teacher. Her
smartphone goes with her.
An app on the device gathered her
location information, which was then
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sold without her knowledge. It recorded her whereabouts as often as every
two seconds, according to a database
of more than 1 million phones in the
New York area that was reviewed by
the New York Times. While Magrin’s
identity was not disclosed in those
records, the Times was able to easily
connect her to that dot.
The app tracked her as she went to
a Weight Watchers meeting and to her
dermatologist’s office. It followed her
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An app on math teacher Lisa Magrin’s cellphone
shared her location information with companies. The
data revealed her daily habits, like hikes with her dog.
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