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Expecting a deluge

MORE ONLINE
Visit pressdemocrat.com 
for complete storm coverage, 

including updates, photos and video 
throughout the day

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Gabrielle Dorsett lays down plastic and sandbags Wednesday to protect her Healdsburg business, Hair Artistry by Gabrielle, from 
potential flooding. A large storm moved into the North Bay on Wednesday and was expected to drop heavy rain overnight and today.

A powerful storm expected to batter the North 
Coast overnight and today bore down on the 
region Wednesday night, turning roadways 

slick and sending many residents scrambling to 
prepare for flooding, as well as power and travel 
disruptions.

Rain was falling everywhere by the time the 
Wednesday night commute was underway, setting 
the stage for a series of  minor collisions and lat-
er prompting reports of  surface flooding on scat-
tered low-lying roadways in Penngrove, Sonoma 
and St. Helena. 

A fallen tree was blocking one lane of  High-
way  128 near Chalk Hill Road in the Alexander 
Valley late Wednesday night as the rain steadily 
grew worse.

By 9 p.m., eight-hour totals for some areas of  
west Sonoma County were well above an inch, the 

Cat 
Kaufman 
fills 
sandbags 
Wednesday 
to protect 
her Santa 
Rosa 
business 
from flood 
waters.

SCHOOL CLOSURES
Partial list inside,  

with more possible

FLOOD POTENTIAL
Officials keeping eye  

on creeks, storm drains

DOWNED TREES
High likelihood of power 

failures, PG&E warns

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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STORM CONTACTS
 ■ Report a power failure: Call PG&E, 

1-800-743-5000
 ■ Report a hazardous road condition: 911
 ■ Report a non-hazardous road condition: 

Sonoma County Road Maintenance, 
565-5100

 ■ Report non-emergency road flooding or 
downed trees in Sonoma County: Redcom 
non-emergency line, 568-5933

ON THE WEB
 ■ Sonoma County road conditions:  

roadconditions.sonoma-county.org
 ■Mendocino County road conditions: 

www.co.mendocino.ca.us/dot/ 
roadClosures.htm

 ■ Caltrans updates: dot.ca.gov or 511.org

Neighbors hope to halt Fieri winery plan

Guy Fieri, the celebrity chef  known 
for his spiky blond hair and oversized 
personality on TV, is seeking to add an 
upscale Italian-style winery west of  San-
ta Rosa to his growing fleet of  business-
es, including a pair of  Sonoma County 
restaurants. But his proposal has been 
stalled since May, when a band of  neigh-
bors pushed county planning officials to 
further study the traffic and noise the 

winery could invite into the rural area. 
Now, residents on Willowside Road, a 

narrow two-lane byway that stretches 
between Piner and Guerneville roads, 
once again are asking the Board of  Zon-
ing Adjustments to deny Fieri’s proposal. 
A crowd is expected to protest the Food 
Network star’s plans at a public hearing 
set for this afternoon. 

Tina Wallis, a Santa Rosa attorney rep-
resenting Fieri, said the chef  has held 
multiple meetings with area residents 
in an attempt to address their concerns. 
Current plans call for a “small, boutique 
winery” on the 7-acre Willowside proper-
ty, Wallis said. The operation would have 
an annual production of  10,000 cases, 
14  events per year, wine tasting by ap-

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

OPPOSED TO PLAN: Diana Monk lives next to a proposed 
winery by Guy Fieri west of Santa Rosa. Monk is concerned 
that noise and traffic could disturb horses on her property. TURN TO WINERY, PAGE A7

Willowside Road residents  
expected to air concerns over traffic, 

noise at public hearing today

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Spending 
bill hits 
snags in 
Congress

WASHINGTON — Congress 
limped Wednesday toward a 
rare bipartisan agreement on a 
$1.1 trillion spending bill to keep 
most of  the government operat-
ing through next year, but dys-
function once again threatened 
to derail it. 

The fissures emerged as law-
makers in both parties balked 
over details in the 1,600-page 
bill, including one provision that 
rolled back Wall Street regula-
tions and could deliver a financial 
windfall to big banks, and anoth-
er that would allow big donors to 
wield even more influence over 
political parties. More conser-
vative Republicans continued to 
argue that the bill also did not do 
enough to try to scale back Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s executive 
action on immigration.

Even with the resistance, Re-
publican leaders and some Dem-
ocrats expressed confidence that 
a government shutdown would 
be averted. Sen. Barbara Mikul-
ski, D-Md., who as chairwoman 
of  the Senate Appropriations 
Committee helped to negotiate a 
deal, called the spending plan a 
“monumental achievement” in 
an era of  seemingly intractable 
partisan divides.

The objections mean that Con-
gress will probably need to pass 
a short-term funding measure 
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Both parties raise objections 
to $1.1 trillion plan; still,  

shutdown appears unlikely

By ASHLEY PARKER  
and ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

Problem of 
ocean plastic 

in focus

It is no secret that the world’s 
oceans are swimming with plas-
tic debris — the first floating 
masses of  trash were discov-
ered in the 1990s. But research-
ers are starting to get a better 
sense of  the size and scope of  
the problem.

A study published Wednesday 
in the journal PLOS One esti-
mates that 5.25 trillion pieces of  
plastic, large and small, weigh-
ing 269,000 tons, can be found 
throughout the world’s oceans, 
even in the most remote reaches.

The ships conducting the re-
search traveled the seas collect-
ing small bits of  plastic with 
nets, and estimated worldwide 
figures from their samples us-
ing computer models. The larg-
est source of  plastic by weight 
comes from discarded fishing 
nets and buoys, said Marcus 
Eriksen, the leader of  the effort 
and co-founder of  the 5 Gyres In-
stitute, a nonprofit organization 
that combines scientific research 

By JOHN SCHWARTZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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