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Blaze threatens Santa Barbara 
Santa Barbara 
County Fire 
Department 
firefighters 
keep a close 
eye on nearby 
flames atop 
Shepard Mesa 
Road in 
Carpinteria 
early Sunday.
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Dump trucks deposit loads of concrete Thursday at the Stony Point Rock Quarry in Cotati. Concrete removed by the Army Corps of Engineers from 
homes destroyed by recent wildfires is brought to Stony Point Rock Quarry for recycling.

From rubble to roadbeds
COTATI » A growing mountain of concrete awaiting recycling at Stony 
Point Rock Quarry bears witness to the North Bay fires’ massive scope    

Unions 
ask to
extend
contract

Labor groups representing 
most Sonoma County govern-
ment employees have asked 
county officials to extend for one 
year the benefits provided by 
their current contracts, which 
are set to expire in 2018, instead 
of  negotiating new multiyear 
agreements while the region is 
still in the early stages of  recov-
ery from October’s wildfires. 

Ten organized labor groups 
with a combined membership 
of  more than 4,000 county em-
ployees recently delivered let-
ters to the Board of  Supervisors 
and county administrative staff 
asking the county to enter into 
one-year agreements. 

The groups also are looking 
for a 2 percent pay increase for 
their members over that period, 
an expense they say the county 
planned for in its 2017-2018 bud-
get. 

County officials indicated 
such spending is not guaran-
teed, especially given the fires’ 
still-unknown hit to county cof-
fers. Under current contracts, 
most county employees received 
3 percent raises both last year 
and this year. 

Labor leaders spent months 
this year preparing for contract 
negotiations. They were sup-
posed to sit down with county 
officials in October, but those 
plans were scuttled after the de-
structive fires erupted Oct. 8. 

Labor officials said they want 
to avoid a protracted and con-
tentious negotiation process 
that could detract from recovery 
efforts. 

“The manpower it’s going to 
take and the time it’s going to 

Marta May lives in 
Bloomfield and is 
used to seeing trucks 

coming and going from the 
Stony Point Rock Quarry west 
of  Cotati. 

But never has she seen 
anything like the procession 
of  heavy-duty dump trucks 
recently waiting to deliver 
their seemingly endless loads 
of  rubble to the facility. 

“There’s millions of  them,” 
May said after passing the 
long line of  trucks along Stony 
Point Road late last month. 

Equally amazing is what 

they are leaving behind: a 
mountain of  concrete chunks 
30 feet high, the remains of  
hundreds of  driveways and 
foundations cleared from 
some of  the 5,100 residential 
properties in Sonoma County 
destroyed in October’s fires. 

“It’s huge and it keeps 
getting bigger, and you wonder 
how much bigger that it can 
get,” May said.

The activity around the 
quarry is just one more 
reminder of  the unprecedent-
ed scale of  the fires, which 
scorched 137 square miles in 
Sonoma County, killed 24 peo-

An excavator operator sorts strands of metal rebar out of a pile of 
concrete Thursday at the Stony Point Rock Quarry in Cotati.

Santa Barbara County was 
under siege from the Thomas 
fire Sunday as fire crews fought 
to keep the destructive blaze 
from the region’s picturesque 
beach communities.

Authorities said the out-of-
control blaze had scorched 
more than 230,000 acres, now in 
the top five of  California’s larg-
est modern fires, triggering new 
evacuation orders.

Santa Ana winds, aided by ex-
tremely low humidity, pushed 
the Ventura County fire over 
the Santa Barbara County line 
Saturday night. The winds 
that bedeviled fire crews from 
San Diego to Ojai last week 
were gusting at speeds of  up to 
35 mph, fire officials said.

Their greatest concern was 
for Carpinteria. The fire was 
moving west above the city in an 
area of  very dry vegetation that 
hasn’t burned in about 100 years, 
said Steve Swindle, spokesman 
for the Ventura County Fire De-
partment.

“The fuels in there are thick 
and they’re dead so they’re very 
receptive to fire,” Swindle said.

Fire officials feared that if  the 
fire moves into nearby creek 

Thomas fire has forced 
88,000 people to flee; 
Carpinteria endangered
By MELISSA ETEHAD 
AND RUBEN VIVES
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Proposal seeks 2% pay 
raise for Sonoma County 
government workers
By J.D. MORRIS
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EAST LIVERPOOL, Ohio — 
The highway billboard at the 
entrance to town still displays a 
giant campaign photograph of  
President Donald Trump, who 
handily won the election across 
industrial Ohio. But a revolt is 
brewing in East Liverpool over 
Trump’s move to slow down the 
federal government’s policing 

of  air and water pollution.
The City Council moved 

unanimously last month to 
send a protest letter to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
about a hazardous waste incin-
erator near downtown. Since 
Trump took office, the EPA has 
not moved to punish the plant’s 
owner, even after extensive evi-
dence was assembled during the 
Obama administration that the 
plant had repeatedly, and ille-
gally, released harmful pollut-
ants into the air.

“I don’t know where we go,” 
Councilman William Hogue, a 
retired social studies teacher, 
said in frustration to his fellow 

council members. “They haven’t 
resolved anything.”

Scott Pruitt, the EPA admin-
istrator, has said the Trump ad-
ministration’s high-profile reg-
ulatory rollback does not mean 
a free pass for violators of  envi-
ronmental laws. But the Trump 
administration has taken a turn 
in the enforcement of  federal 
pollution laws.

An analysis of  enforcement 
data by the New York Times 
shows that the administration 
has adopted a more lenient ap-
proach than the previous two 
administrations — Democrat-
ic and Republican — toward 
polluters like those in East  

Liverpool.
The Times built a database 

of  civil cases filed at the EPA 
during the Trump, Obama and 
Bush administrations. During 
the first nine months under 
Pruitt’s leadership, the EPA 
started about 1,900 cases, about 
one-third fewer than the num-
ber under President Barack 
Obama’s first EPA director and 
about one-quarter fewer than 
under President George W. 
Bush’s during the same time pe-
riod.

In addition, the agency 
sought civil penalties of  about  

EPA’s caseload dwindles under Trump
Agency less likely to seek 
financial penalties from 
polluters, records show
By ERIC LIPTON  
AND DANIELLE IVORY
NEW YORK TIMES
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