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OSCAR FAVORITES GET GOLDEN GLOBE NODS:  
“Birdman” leads with seven nominations; 
“Boyhood” follows close behind with five / A2
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  SONGFEST  Phillip Phillips bringing ‘Idol’-winning ways to Wells Fargo Center TimeOut

Storm pounds North Coast, 
floods roads, shuts schools

STORM 
AT A GLANCE
SCHOOLS: Most 
campuses in 
Sonoma County, 
including Santa 
Rosa City Schools, 
Cotati-Rohnert Park 
and Petaluma City 
Schools, will be 
closed today. For a 
complete list, go to 
pressdemocrat.com.

ROADS: More than 
three dozen Sonoma 
County roads 
remained closed 
Thursday evening 
because of flooding.

BLACKOUTS:  
5,500 PG&E 
customers, mostly 
in the west county, 
were without 
power Thursday 
night, including 
846 households 
and businesses in 
Sebastopol.

FORECAST: 
Showers are 
predicted for today, 
along with a possible  
thunderstorm.

MORE 
COVERAGE

 ■ Healdsburg takes 
the brunt of the 
storm, with major 
streets flooded B1

 ■ Traffic grinds to a 
halt at the Sonoma-
Marin county line as 
downpour sends San 
Antonio Creek over 
its banks B1

 ■ Crews keep 
busy across county 
responding to 
emergency calls B1

 ■ Shelters filled to 
capacity as people 
take refuge from 
storm  B1

 ■ Rising Napa River 
stops just short 
of flood stage B2

 ■ Heavy rains cause 
sewage spills at five 
locations B2

 ■ Road closures, 
slides plague 
Mendocino, Lake 
counties B3

 ■Winds gust to 
140 mph in Sierra 
Nevada mountain 
passes A5

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Gary, a Guerneville resident who declined to give his last name, left his car in the Safeway parking lot in Healdsburg overnight and came back Thursday to 
find it sitting in floodwaters. The city was hard hit by Thursday’s storm, which flooded stores and streets in the downtown area.

The largest winter storm 
in years walloped the North 
Coast on Thursday, delivering 
more rain than local creeks 
could hold, flooding roadways, 
prompting widespread school 
closures and disrupting life for 
most of  the region.

With rainfall of  at least 4 inch-
es in most areas — and more 
than double that in the wettest 
locations — the outright drench-
ing proved a jarring shift away 
from drought-mentality mode, 
forcing residents to rethink nor-
mal daily activities, reschedule 
meetings and exams, and cancel 
what would have been festive 
holiday events.

Fields, streets and parking 

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

Jimmy Dieli rows a boat out of a yard near low-lying Church Street in Guerneville 
on Thursday. The Russian River was rising Thursday night and was expected to crest 
at noon at around 2.5 feet above flood stage in Guerneville. 

ONLINE: For more photos, both from staff members and submitted by readers, along with videos 
and the latest updates on road conditions and the weather, go to pressdemocrat.com 

24-HOUR RAINFALL IN INCHES BY CITY AS OF 4 P.M. THURSDAY

By MARY CALLAHAN 
and KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO DELUGE, PAGE A5 TURN TO SCHOOLS, PAGE A5

DELUGE: Creeks, 
swollen by rain,  

surge out of banks

SCHOOLS: Late 
decisions to cancel 
classes cause stir

Worries about flooding and 
the safety of  students and 
teachers traveling to school 
caused Sonoma County’s larg-
est school districts to cancel 
class at the last minute Thurs-
day morning, angering many 
parents.

Santa Rosa City Schools, the 
biggest district, initially issued 
a notice at about 7 a.m. telling 
families that school was on. 
About an hour later, as classes 
were set to start and children 
were arriving on campuses, 
they issued another alert call-
ing it off.

Petaluma City Schools in-
formed parents of class cancel-
lations at about the same time, 
with Bellevue Union and Cotati- 
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Justice Department 
says tribes can decide 
whether to legalize pot

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — The U.S. Justice Department said 
Thursday Indian tribes can decide to grow and sell mari-
juana on their lands as long as they follow the same federal 
conditions laid out for states that have legalized the drug.

Oregon U.S. Attorney Amanda Marshall said Thursday 
the announcement addresses questions raised by tribes 
about how legalization of  pot in states like Oregon, Wash-
ington and Colorado would apply to tribal lands.

Only a handful of  tribes have expressed any interest in 
growing and selling marijuana, said Marshall, who co-
chaired a group that developed the policy.

“That’s been the primary message tribes are getting to 
TURN TO TRIBES, PAGE A4

By JEFF BARNARD and GOSIA WOZNIACKA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — It was a case of  he said, 
she said.

Or, he said, she tweets.
When CIA Director John Brennan held a 

rare news conference Thursday to challenge 
findings in the Senate torture report, a lead-
ing critic of  the agency’s interrogation tactics 

against terrorist suspects did not wait for 
dust to settle before having her say. Demo-
cratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein, head of  the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, 
which produced the explo-
sive study, unleashed a bar-
rage of  tweets through her 
office as Brennan spoke.

Some of  the points and 
counterpoints:

HE SAID: “There was 
useful intelligence — very useful, valuable in-
telligence that was obtained from individuals 
who had been at some point subjected to the 
EITs (enhanced interrogation techniques). 

CIA director speaks, 
critic Feinstein tweets

CIA chief 
John Brennan 

Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein

TURN TO TWEETS, PAGE A4

Brennan holds news conference
in response to Senate torture report;
Feinstein voices opinions as he talks

By NANCY BENAC and CALVIN WOODWARD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CIA TACTICS 
DEFENDED 
Agency chief 
Brennan calls 
interrogators 
“patriots” / A4


