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Trump a 
skeptic on 
Russia’s
hacking

WASHINGTON — As Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump dis-
missed intelligence reports 
about Russian interference in 
the presidential election as “ri-
diculous,” calls for a govern-
ment investigation from law-
makers, including some in his 
own party, grew louder Sunday.

It marked the first significant 
post-election pushback Trump 
has encountered from a Repub-
lican Party that only belatedly 
and reluctantly embraced the 
unconventional nominee, whose 
views often clash with tradition-
al GOP ideology.

In a rare joint statement Sun-
day, four high-profile Republi-
can and Democratic senators 
called for a government investi-
gation into the matter and urged 
colleagues not to allow the issue 
to become partisan.

“Recent reports of  Russian in-
terference in our election should 
alarm every American,” read a 
statement from Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman 
John McCain, R-Ariz.; commit-
tee member Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C.; incoming Senate Mi-
nority Leader leader Charles 
E. Schumer, D-N.Y.; and Armed 
Services Committee ranking 
member Jack Reed, D-R.I.

“Democrats and Republicans 
must work together, and across 
the jurisdictional lines of  the 
Congress, to examine these re-
cent incidents thoroughly and 
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County OKs $2.5M for 
Mark West Creek site
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Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District general manager Bill Keene stands beside Mill Creek, a tributary of Mark West 
Creek at the 47-acre proposed site of the Mark West Regional Park and Open Space Preserve in Santa Rosa on Thursday.

Plans for a regional park in the Mark West 
Creek area northeast of  Santa Rosa received 
another major boost last week with county 

officials authorizing the $2.5 million purchase of  
forested property situated at the heart of  the envi-
sioned outdoor playground.

The 47-acre property, south of  the Mark West 
Event Center along Cresta Road, is between two 
larger county-owned properties that make up the 
planned 1,100-acre park off Porter Creek Road.

The site is only a 10-minute drive from Lark-
field. But it feels much farther away when a visitor 
stands along the banks of  Mill Creek, a cold rain 
falling across the valley of  redwoods and firs.

Caryl Hart, the county’s regional parks director, 
said a public park in the Mark West Creek area 
would offer an outdoor recreational experience 
unlike any other in the county, with opportunities 
for hiking, biking and horseback riding through 
forested valleys and alongside streams supporting 

Steady rain blankets the treetops at the 47-acre proposed site of the Mark West 
Regional Park and Open Space Preserve in Santa Rosa on Thursday.

PROGRESS TOWARD NEW REGIONAL PARK

Property deal would add 47 acres to link existing public lands
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Seesaws totter their way to extinction

NEW YORK — The two young brothers 
seesawed in Riverside Park recently, test-
ing and tormenting each other, absorbed 
in a playground ritual familiar to genera-
tions of  children.

What they did not know was that they 
were in one of  the last places in New York 
where they could seesaw. Once ubiq-
uitous in the city’s hundreds of  public 
playgrounds, as they were around the 
country, the seesaws adults remember 
have largely vanished because of  safety 

concerns and changing tastes.
The history of  New York City play-

grounds is intertwined with the seesaw. 
Charity associations gave seesaw demon-
strations when playgrounds were intro-
duced at the turn of  the 20th century. 
They were standard fixtures in the more 
than 600 playgrounds constructed be-
tween 1934 and 1960, along with monkey 
bars, sandboxes and slides, according to 
the city Parks Department.

But federal safety guidelines for play-
grounds, which were created in 1981, 
began to limit their use. The older see-
saws were wooden planks that often hit 
asphalt directly, leading to occasional 
tailbone and spinal injuries, falls and 
pinched fingers, not to mention splin-
ters. Children could slam each other by 
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Children play Nov. 27 in Riverside Park on what 
officials say is the last New York City public 
playground with an old-style seesaw.

By SHARON OTTERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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IS laws try to 
make women
‘invisible’ 

KHAZER CAMP, Iraq — By 
the time the jihadis had finished, 
not even a woman’s eyes were 
legal. Showing them was a pun-
ishable offense.

The dress code imposed on the 
women of  Mosul started soon af-
ter the Islamic State overran the 
city more than two years ago. 

It was carried out gradually, 
until every part of  the female 
body was erased, starting with 
the face, then the rest of  the 
body — including the hands, 
which had to be covered with 
gloves, as well as the feet, which 
had to be hidden by socks. 

It ended with an announce-
ment blared over loudspeakers, 
telling women to wear a film of  

By RUKMINI CALLIMACHI
NEW YORK TIMES
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IRAQ » Mosul refugees 
recall ordeal of daily life 
under harsh dress code


