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DRY DECEMBER: Lack of 
rain so far this month has 
firefighters in Sonoma 
County concerned over 
heightened fire risk / A3

INSIDE

Winds relent, helping firefight

NASA

This satellite image provided by NASA on Monday shows 
smoke from wildfires near Los Angeles, lower right, 
blowing out over the Pacific Ocean.

LOS ANGELES — Wind gusts that 
helped push a massive wildfire into 
Santa Barbara County this weekend 
were growing weaker Monday, but 
authorities say the week-old Thom-
as fire still threatens the coastal en-
claves of  Carpinteria, Summerland 
and Montecito.

After watching the fire race west 
over the Ventura County line and ex-

plode to 230,500 acres overnight, fire-
fighters struggled to increase overall 
containment to 15 percent. In some 
areas, the fire burned so fiercely that 
it left behind a barren and blackened 
“moonscape,” firefighters said.

On Monday, fire crews prepared 
to defend structures in the foothills 
north of  Carpinteria and surround-
ing communities from a wall of  
flames.

The unique east-west orientation 
of  area mountain ranges, along with 
narrow winding roads, make it very 
difficult for firefighters to battle the 
fire’s western flank head-on, officials 
said. 

Instead, crews headed to the res-
idential streets in the south-facing 

foothills to set up defensive posi-
tions.

“The terrain makes it super-diffi-
cult for us to position with normal 
tactics,” said Kalin Ramirez, a fire 
information officer.

While crews stage in town to pro-
tect homes, a fleet of  fixed-wing air-
craft are attacking flames higher up 
in the mountains to try to douse the 
fire directly, Ramirez said.

A reduction in winds Monday was 
lending a hand to some firefighters.

“Wind was probably not the big-
gest factor last night to this morning 
— it’s probably more the complex 
terrain, very dry and possibly wide-

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA » 
Wildfire in Santa Barbara 
County only 15% contained
By JOSEPH SERNA, BRITTNY MEJIA 
AND JAVIER PANZAR
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Preston Boswell comforts his dog, Odie, on Monday at a homeless camp in Roseland. Boswell’s dog was attacked by another dog and had to have 
a leg amputated. County officials are discussing moving the camp to make way for the development of Roseland Village at the site.

‘We can’t just disappear’

County seeks solution to growing homeless camp on redevelopment site 

SANTA ROSA » ROSELAND VILLAGE

Sonoma County leaders have made 
clear they want the homeless people 
camping on a publicly-owned lot in 

southwest Santa Rosa to move — but not 
until an alternative spot has been desig-
nated.

The number of  homeless campsites 
behind the Dollar Tree store on Sebasto-
pol Road appeared to at least double last 
month — to 75 tents or more — after the 
city shut down encampments in the High-
way 101 underpasses downtown. While 

officials until now have allowed the new-
comers to remain on the county-owned 
site in Roseland, where a self-governed 
tent village took root about two years ago, 
they say everyone living on the property 
will eventually need to leave as the govern-
ment prepares for the property’s long-
planned redevelopment. 

The county’s Community Development 
Commission, the owner of  the Dollar Tree 
site, initially proposed requiring encamp-
ment residents to leave by Dec. 15 in order 
to make room for site work necessary be-
fore construction of  the new development 
begins. However, the Sonoma County 

Board of  Supervisors voiced concerns the 
deadline was too soon, a stance shared by 
activists staunchly opposed to the idea of  
clearing out the Roseland encampment 
without identifying another spot for peo-
ple to relocate to. 

“I’m not interested in issuing an evic-
tion notice to this very fragile community 
… until we come up with some solutions,” 
said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, the board 
chairwoman, at last Tuesday’s meeting. 
“The consensus on this board is that the 
encampment is not tenable, but we need to 
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Many 
policies 
found 
lacking

Hundreds of  Sonoma County 
residents who lost their homes 
in the October wildfires say they 
are finding themselves under-
insured and many are pressing 
their cases with their homeown-
ers’ insurance carriers.

Many displaced homeowners 
are discovering that they will 
likely have to pay tens to hun-
dreds of  thousands of  dollars 
out of  pocket as they process 
their claims, according to fire 
victims and attorneys. One at-
torney estimated that some pol-
icyholders could be out more 
than $1 million in costs.

About 97 percent of  the more 
than 200 fire victims whose poli-
cies were examined by the Frie-
demann Goldberg law firm were 
found to be underinsured, either 
for coverage of  their structure 
or personal property, said John 
Friedemann, managing partner 
of  the Santa Rosa firm.

In Sonoma County alone, pol-
icyholders have filed 14,686 res-
idential property claims, re-
sulting in almost $7 billion in 
damages, according to the state 
Insurance Department. There 
were 4,785 residences destroyed. 
Insurance companies have paid 
out almost $2.4 billion so far.

At issue is whether the carri-
ers have underpriced their pol-
icy limits on the overall cost of  
rebuilding replacement homes 
to the detriment of  their cus-

Homeowners discover 
their coverage doesn’t 
cover cost of rebuilding
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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NEW YORK — A would-be 
suicide attacker detonated a 
pipe bomb strapped to his body 
in the heart of  Manhattan’s bus-
iest subway corridor Monday, 
sending thousands of  terrified 
commuters fleeing the smoke-
choked passageways, and bring-
ing the heart of  Midtown to a 
standstill as hundreds of  police 

officers converged on Times 
Square and the surrounding 
streets.

But the makeshift weapon 
failed to fully detonate, and the 
attacker himself  was the only 
one seriously injured in the 
blast, which unfolded just be-
fore 4:20 a.m.

Law enforcement officials 
said the attacker, identified by 
police as Akayed Ullah, 27, chose 

Would-be bomber targets NYC subway
INSPIRED BY ISLAMIC STATE » Attacker only one 
seriously hurt after device fails to fully detonate
By SARAH MASLIN NIR AND 
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES

Law enforce-
ment officials 
work following 
an explosion 
near New 
York’s Times 
Square on 
Monday. Police 
said a man 
with a pipe 
bomb strapped 
to his body set 
off the crude 
device in a pas-
sageway under 
42nd Street.
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