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Trump threatens shutdown
BORDER WALL » President
squabbles with Democrats over
funding in televised meeting
By MATTHEW DALY
AND CATHERINE LUCEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In a wild Oval Office
confrontation, President Donald Trump
heatedly threatened to shut down the
U.S. government Tuesday as he and Democratic leaders bickered over funding for
his promised border wall and offered a
grim preview of life in Washington the
next two years under a divided government.
Trump and House and Senate Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi and Chuck
Schumer squabbled for more than 15
minutes in the stunning, televised encounter. Each of them, especially Trump,

interrupted the others to question facts,
quibble over election results and lob insults.
Trump questioned Pelosi’s ability to
count votes in her own House. She questioned his manhood — after she left the
building.
The public clash marked Trump’s first
meeting with the newly empowered Democrats since their midterm victories that
put them in control of the House, laying
bare the tensions on both sides and suggesting how a divided government might
work — or not — as the 2020 presidential
election nears.
Neither the public nor the private faceto-face portion of the meeting appeared
to resolve the wall-funding dispute with
a partial shutdown looming on Dec. 21.
However, Pelosi said Trump called her
later in the afternoon and told her the
TURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A7
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President Donald Trump, accompanied by Vice President Mike Pence, argues Tuesday with
Democratic leaders Rep. Nancy Pelosi, left, and Sen. Chuck Schumer at the White House.
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County starting over
with plans to sell land

Abalone
fishing
ban may
continue
State officials to vote
on whether to extend
moratorium 2 years
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Edward Gross of First Security Services of Santa Rosa makes his rounds Tuesday on the grounds of the former Sutter Hospital on Chanate Road in
Santa Rosa. The county has decided to offer the property for sale as a whole or as separate parcels in hopes of drawing more potential buyers.

Public agencies, nonprofits to get
first dibs for development of
affordable housing, parks, schools
By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County supervisors Tuesday
took the first step in once again putting a sprawling piece of property in
northeast Santa Rosa up for sale, hoping
to draw a wider variety of developers by
cutting it up into smaller parcels.
The land off Chanate Road will be
offered first to designated public agencies
or housing sponsors for the development
of affordable housing, parks or school
facilities, officials said. Those entities will

have the option to submit offers to buy the
property as a whole 71.62 acres or as three
separate parcels.
An appraisal is expected to be completed
by January, with a call for proposals from
affordable housing developers, schools
and cities by February, General Services
Director Caroline Judy said.
Those offers will come back to the
board by May for consideration in a public
meeting, when supervisors will evaluate
the offer price against the fair market and
appraised values. Certain parcels would be
excluded from a potential sale, including a
26-acre plot owned by the Sonoma County
Water Agency and a nearly 10-acre parcel
with an oak-studded meadow off Beverly Way that will be dedicated for public
access and use.

“The mixes and uses of the property
will be determined by the city of Santa
Rosa,” Judy said. “The Board of Supervisors will only consider the price proposals
as submitted.”
State law requires the county to first offer the property for sale to certain government agencies and qualified nonprofits. If
that process is unsuccessful, supervisors
could once again seek offers from the
private sector. The sale could take a year,
Judy said.
While the county owns the land, it is
located inside the city of Santa Rosa. Any
plans to develop the property would first
have to be approved by city officials.
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Study: Female-led films top box office
Time’s Up-sponsored report finds
movies of all budget sizes perform
better globally with women stars
By JAKE COYLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLAY ENOS / WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT

Actress Gal Gadot stars as the title character in
the movie “Wonder Woman.”

NEW YORK — A study organized by
Time’s Up, the organization formed to
promote gender equality, has found that
female-led films consistently outperform
male-led movies at the box office.
The study analyzed the 350 top-grossing
films worldwide released between January
2014 and December 2017. Researchers found
that in films with small, medium and large

California fish and game commissioners are poised to decide
today on a proposal that would
extend the closure on recreational abalone fishing another
two years to give the ailing species more time to recover from a
near-total collapse on the North
Coast.
The vote would extend until
April 2021 an existing closure
approved
a
year ago in MEETING
the wake of a VIDEO
sharp, multi- ■ The California
year
decline Fish and Game
in the popular Commission
fishery,
with meets at 9 a.m.
no signs of a today in Oceanrebound, a key side. To watch
state
official live video of the
said Tuesday.
meeting, go to
“There’s no fgc.ca.gov.
positive news,”
said Sonke Mastrup, environmental program manager for
the Department of Fish and
Wildlife and the lead expert on
abalone matters. “We’re still
seeing starving abalone this
last season during the surveys.
We’re still seeing fresh empty
shells.”
The likely extension of the
closure has been expected but
is nonetheless a painful reminder of the uncertain future of a
cherished tradition that brings
friends and family together and
is often passed down from one
generation to the next. It could
be years before abalone hunting on the level seen in recent
decades along the Sonoma and
Mendocino coasts, the prime
destination, is allowed again,
Mastrup said.

budgets, all averaged better global grosses
when a woman was listed as the lead star.
The study, conducted by the talent agency
Creative Artists Agency and the tech company shift7, found that films that passed
the Bechdel test do better, too. The Bechdel
test, an invention of the cartoonist Alison
Bechdel, rates whether a movie featuring
two female characters having a conversation about something other than a man.
Researchers found every $1 billion film
at the box office — including films like
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” “Jurassic World” and “Beauty and the Beast” —
passed the Bechdel test. Among films that
TURN TO FILMS » PAGE A7
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