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Several standouts as Empire teams battle at invitational in Healdsburg Sports
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Work begins in spring to raise,  
straighten Highway 101 at 
Sonoma-Marin line Empire
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FLOODED BACKYARD: Matt Kynoch and his mother, Pam Bagala, stay dry Friday while their basement floods along the Russian River in Guerneville. The river 
overflowed its banks Friday for the first time in eight years, but caused more inconvenience than major damage, especially compared to previous floods. 

Storm’s aftermath
As North Coast begins cleanup from biggest downpour in years,  

schools still cautious, some areas remain flooded and reservoirs reveal gains

“Come on, guys, grab my 
hands and watch the 
puddles,” Cliff Ridge-

way called to his two children 
Friday morning as he ushered 
them across the rainy street to 
school at Spring Creek Elemen-
tary in Rincon Valley. 

The school, along with all the 
others in Rincon Valley Union 
Elementary, had just reopened 
after closing Thursday because 

of  safety concerns brought on by 
this week’s massive storm. 

A few blocks away, Herbert 
Slater Middle School, part of  the 
Santa Rosa City Schools district, 
was closed. The only activity on 
campus came from seagulls wad-
ing in a flooded soccer field.

Santa Rosa City Schools, along 
with some of  the other large 
districts in the county, kept its 
doors shut for the second day in 
a row Friday.

Schools around Sonoma Coun-
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ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION: Santa Rosa High School was a ghost 
town Friday, when Santa Rosa City Schools closed campuses for a second 
day. School was canceled Friday for about 30,000 students in the county.

In an abrupt turnaround  
from years of  drought, the 
lower Russian River over-

flowed its banks Friday for the 
first time in eight years, inundat-
ing neighborhoods in the lowest- 
lying areas and interrupting  

life for many 
residents. 

The flooding 
was not nearly 
on the scale of  
previous del-
uges, including 
a New Year’s 
flood in 2006 
that sent more 
than 600  peo-
ple to Red  
Cross emer-
gency shelters 
and damaged 

an estimated $300 million worth 
of  private and public property.

Friday’s flooding, by contrast, 
was mostly an inconvenience, 
limiting access to a few neigh-
borhoods and forcing several ru-
ral road closures. The river level 
peaked in Guerneville at 33.4 feet 
at 1 p.m., which is just above the 
32-foot flood stage, according 
to the California-Nevada River 
Forecast Center. 

For Guerneville residents, the 
flooding halted some everyday 
errands and curtailed other, 
more special outings.  

“We were going to go see San-
ta Claus since we can’t go to 
work today, but we’re stuck,” 
said Megan Radford, who stood 
with her husband and the cou-
ple’s 3-year-old son at the edge 
of  flooded Neeley Road near 
Highway 116 in Guerneville, on 
the river’s southern bank. 

In 1986, a series of  tropical 
storms thrashed the Pacific 
Coast between Feb. 12 and 21, 
saturating Guerneville with 
24.57 inches of  rain. The Rus-
sian River rose to a record 
16.6 feet above flood stage that 
year, inundating downtown 

Russian River inundates 
Guerneville neighborhoods 
on day after heaviest rains

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Divided approach to  
2nd-day school closures

INSIDE
 ■ Local crews 

keep working on 
roads, power / A9

 ■ Flood cleanup 
underway in 
Healdsburg / B1

 ■ Storm damage 
in S. Calif. / A4

 ■Weather takes 
on bigger role in 
TV news / C6

WASHINGTON — All of  their 
sons were dead, shot to death by 
policemen, and the mothers had 
come to Washington wondering 
if  Washington would care. The 
hearing room on Capitol Hill 
was already decorated for the 
nine women when they arrived 
Wednesday morning: nine easels 
displaying paper hearts, con-
taining pictures of  black men 

and the dates and years of  their 
deaths: 2013, 2012, 2008, 2004.

“I want to introduce you to 
Wanda Johnson,” said a volun-
teer who had agreed to mediate 
the event, as she motioned a 
woman with long hair to the 
podium. “Her son Oscar Grant 
was shot in the back and killed 
by transit police at a train sta-
tion in Oakland.”

“I’d like to introduce Tressa 
Sherrod,” said the volunteer as 
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REMEMBERING 
OSCAR: Wanda 
Johnson, center, 
whose son Oscar 
Grant was killed 
by a BART police 
officer in Oakland 
in 2009, speaks at 
a candlelight vigil 
in Washington this 
week with other 
mothers whose 
sons have been 
killed by police. 

J. LAWLER DUGGAN / Washington Post

Mothers of slain black men 
call for changes to policing 

By MONICA HESSE
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Jeb Bush 
and his emissaries are sending 
increasingly strong signals that 
the former Florida governor is 
gearing up for a 2016 presiden-
tial campaign, with associates 
saying he could announce his 
intentions within a month.

Bush recently emailed ma-
jor Republican donors asking 
them to, as several of  them put 
it, “keep your powder dry.” His 
allies are urging would-be bun-
dlers not to commit to New Jer-
sey Gov. Chris Christie or other 
potential rivals. Bush’s top strat-
egist, Mike Murphy, has also 
been telling potential campaign 

staffers not to sign up to work for 
another candidate and to expect 
Bush’s announcement soon.

Out of  public office for eight 
years, Bush has a thicket of  busi-
ness interests — including mas-
sive overseas investment 
funds — that he is work-
ing to untangle himself  
from before a campaign 
begins. As one confidant 
said, “He says he knows 
he has to wrap it up.”

If  Bush launches a 
presidential exploratory 
committee or otherwise 
declares his intentions 
in coming weeks, he 
would immediately in-
crease the pressure on potential 
rivals in both parties to make 
their own decisions quickly. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, the 
presumed Democratic front- 
runner, has signaled that she 
could wait until spring to 
launch a campaign, while many 
Republicans have been waiting 

for Bush to make a move.
For Bush, allies said, waiting 

until spring to decide on a cam-
paign would carry serious risks. 
The competition is already un-
derway among a dozen or so 

ambitious Republican 
hopefuls to woo donors 
and sign talented staff.

Some senior Republi-
cans in communication 
with Bush said they have 
concluded he is almost 
certain to run. His fam-
ily — once averse to a 
campaign — is now on 
board with a run. Bush 
also has slimmed down: 
He is working with a new 

personal trainer after a knee 
surgery, according to the Miami 
Herald, and lost 15 pounds in re-
cent weeks.

Asked whether he saw any 
reason Bush would not run, one 
confidant who has been in touch 
with the former governor said, 
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Jeb Bush drops hints of  
2016 presidential campaign
Potential donors, staffers  
told that former governor  
is close to announcing run

By PHILIP RUCKER  
and MATEA GOLD

WASHINGTON POST

Former Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush


