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Trump blasts military’s ‘revolving door’

WASHINGTON — Just over a year 
after Northrop Grumman won the 
multi-billion dollar contract to build 
a next-generation stealth bomber, the 
company appointed Mark Welsh, who 

was serving as Army 
Chief  of  Staff at the 
time of  the contract 
award, to its board.

The appointment, 
announced Friday, is 
not unusual in Wash-
ington, where former 
high-ranking Penta-
gon officials often go 
to work for the de-
fense industry after their military ser-
vice. But it comes as President-elect 
Donald Trump is highlighting the po-

tential conflicts of  interests in the “re-
volving door” between the Pentagon 
and industry, as he vows to clean up 
Washington.

On Monday, Trump also took a shot 
at the $400 billion F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter program, the most expensive 
in the history of  the Pentagon, saying 
the “cost is out of  control. Billions of  
dollars can and will be saved on mili-
tary (and other) purchases after Jan-
uary 20th.”

LUKE SHARRETT / NEW YORK TIMES, 2012

An F-35B Lightning fighter sits jet outside a 
maintenance hangar between test flights at Patuxent 
River Naval Air Station in Patuxent, Maryland.

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT
THE WASHINGTON POST
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officials in arms industry
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Victoria Heiges is the Geyserville Sculpture Trail manager for the Geyserville Community Foundation, which wants to raise $100,000 to install a 
galloping horse sculpture by Bryan Tedrick.  Tedrick built the 13-inch model on the left. The full-sized sculpture will be approximately 25 feet high.

Town seeks steed money
Geyserville Community Foundation hopes to raise $100,000  
to commission massive roadside sculpture of galloping horse

A monumental metallic sculpture of  
a galloping horse may eventually 
greet motorists passing through the 

southern gateway to Geyserville if  local 
fundraisers get their way.

The Geyserville Community Foundation 
is hoping to raise $100,000 to commission 
the new creation from Glen Ellen artist 
Bryan Tedrick, who previously sculpted 
two other massive animals that were tem-
porarily installed in a field along Geyser-
ville Avenue just east of  Highway 101.

That site, part of  the Sculpture Trail in 
Geyserville and Cloverdale, is the same 

spot where the foundation wants to get a 
galloping horse housed for good. Tedrick 
has created a scale model of  the horse 
and the foundation has secured $48,000 in 
commitments so far, said Victoria Heiges, 
a Geyserville resident and sculpture trail 
coordinator.

“That location demands big sculpture, 
and Bryan works big,” Heiges said. “The 
horse is readily acceptable for everyone, 
and that’s what I like about his public art. 
It’s so available to everyone. They don’t 
have to take an art history course; they 
don’t have to read the description to enjoy 
it.”

Tedrick’s earlier sculptures that have 
stood on the Geyserville trail were first 
displayed at the Burning Man festival 
in Nevada’s Black Rock Desert before 
moving to the trail and later to Sonoma 
County wineries, having been sold to local 
winemaker Ken Wilson. 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO SCULPTURE » PAGE A2

“It’s just amazing, some 
of the work he can do 
and visualize and then 
put into metal.”
KEN WILSON, on artist Bryan Tedrick’s work

County 
raises 
fines on 
hauler

Regulators appear to be losing 
patience with Sonoma County’s 
largest garbage hauler for its 
continued use of  unpermitted 
Santa Rosa recycling facilities, 
hiking fines on the company 
and referring it to the Sonoma 
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice for possible prosecution.

Sonoma County health of-
ficials are threatening to levy 
fines of  up to $5,000 per day on 
North Bay Corp. for operat-
ing two recycling facilities on 
Standish Avenue in defiance of  
a cease-and-desist order that is 
now nearly 16 months old.

The company argues it would 
be “an impossibility” to shut 
down both facilities because 
it would prevent the company 
from picking up curbside recy-
cling.

The beefed up enforcement 
follows an inspection last month 
by state waste regulators who 
noted longstanding problems at 
the facilities and instructed lo-
cal officials to turn up the heat 
on the hauler. 

Officials at CalRecycle last 
week said “immediate enforce-
ment action is required” to ad-
dress the “illegal operations” on 
the property, warning that “fur-
ther extensions to cease opera-
tion and correct violations are 
not appropriate.”

“CalRecycle is very concerned 
that these sites have disregard-
ed the (Sonoma County Envi-
ronmental Health Department) 
orders,” reads the letter, signed 
by Georgianne Turner, chief  
of  the agency’s enforcement 
branch. 

Sonoma County officials re-

RECYCLING » Pressure 
increases on North Bay 
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Senate to probe Russian cyberattacks

A Senate intelligence panel 
plans to investigate Russia’s sus-
pected election interference, Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., announced on Monday as he 
strongly condemned any foreign 
interference with U.S. elections 
but rejected calls for an expanded 

congressional probe.
The plan for a congressional in-

vestigation into Russia’s potential 
involvement in the presidential 
election will be an early test of  the 
relationship between Republicans 
on Capitol Hill and President-elect 
Donald Trump, who has disputed 
intelligence assessments faulting 
Russia for interfering in the presi-
dential election.

“The Russians are not our 
friends,” McConnell declared to 
reporters at a scheduled year-end 
news conference as he announced 
plans for an investigation into Rus-

sia’s suspected interference in the 
elections. McConnell reportedly 
dismissed intelligence assessments 
earlier this fall suggesting that Rus-
sia was trying to sway the election 
in favor of  Trump.

Members of  both parties on 
Monday called for a public joint 
House-Senate inquiry that would 
lead to the public release of  any 
findings. Others suggested an inde-
pendent commission similar to the 
panel that investigated the begin-
nings of  the war in Iraq. But McCo-
nnell said that any congressional 
probe of  Russia would follow “regu-

lar order” through the current com-
mittee structure.

“This simply cannot be a partisan 
issue,” he said, before adding that 
the Intelligence Committee “is more 
than capable of  conducting a com-
plete review of  this matter.”

House Speaker Paul D. Ryan, 
R-Wis. also dismissed calls for a 
special panel, saying that the House 
Intelligence Committee is already 
“working diligently on the cyber 
threats posed by foreign govern-
ments and terrorist organizations.”

LIMITED SCOPE » GOP 
leader unclear on whether 
findings would be public
By ED O’KEEFE AND PAUL KANE
THE WASHINGTON POST
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