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Michala Jeberg sits Thursday behind the roadside sign she and her family made and display near their Santa Rosa home. She began taking  
photographs of every sign she came across and documenting them on the Instagram page @sonomathankful.

Showing thankfulness

SR woman assembles collage of signs expressing gratitude to firefighters

When the Jeberg family evacuated their 
Calistoga Road home on Oct. 8, fleeing 
the Tubbs fire, they assumed it would 

be the last time they’d ever see it. 
A couple days later, they learned their home 

had been spared. 
With his wife and children safe at a friend’s 

home in the East Bay, Henrik Jeberg returned 
to see if  there was anything he could do to help.

He arrived on Oct. 10, just in time to see the 
crews that saved their home packing up. 

“It was just so hard (for him) to find words,” 
Michala Jeberg said on behalf  of  her husband, 
who was out of  the country during the inter-

view. “All he could come up with was, ‘Thank 
you,’ basically, and the fire crews were all just 
saying, ‘Well, we’re just doing our jobs.’ They 
didn’t seem to think much about it.” 

Still down south, Jeberg was unable to ex-
press her own gratitude. 

Instead, she painted her “Thank you” on a 
6-foot piece of  plywood, and put it outside her 
home in the hope fire crews would see it. 

“I saw these signs popping up here, there 
and everywhere,” she said. “I thought, ‘All 
these people must be feeling the same way as I 
do. … (Since) a lot of  the firefighters were not 
local, they were coming from out of  town or 
out of  state or even out of  country, I thought 
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“I saw these 
signs popping up 
here, there and 
everywhere. I 
thought, ‘All these 
people must be 
feeling the same 
way as I do.’ ”
MICHALA JEBERG, Santa Rosa 
resident about the Tubbs fire
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Ed Lee loved corny jokes, 
local sports teams and 
playing golf. 

Being mayor? Eh, maybe not 
so much. 

I got to know Lee in 2011, 
when he was an anonymous 
city bureaucrat who had just 
been appointed mayor and 
I was writing a city politics 
column for the San Francisco 
Chronicle.

That year, Lee was enthu-
siastically promoted for the 
office by the late Rose Pak, his 
longtime ally and Chinatown 
political powerhouse. You 

wouldn’t say he was a reluctant 
candidate. His heels only left 
small skid marks as Pak shoved 
him into the spotlight.

That was when Mayor Gavin 
Newsom resigned to become 
lieutenant governor. The Board 
of  Supervisors had to appoint 

SF mayor Lee dies at 65 
after collapse in store  

SAN FRANCISCO — Un-
der Mayor Ed Lee’s seven-year 
watch, San Francisco went 
from a city mired in recession 
to a technology-fueled econom-
ic powerhouse where hous-
ing costs skyrocketed and the 
chasm between the wealthy and 
everyone else grew. Lee died 
Tuesday at 65 after collapsing 
while grocery shopping.

He leaves behind a rapidly 
transforming city where the me-
dian home value is more than 

$1.2 million and grumpy resi-
dents are unhappy with home-
lessness, clogged traffic and fre-
quent auto break-ins.

Supporters touted his ded-
ication to building new hous-
ing and sending out workers 
to clean up dirty streets in a 
city known for its entrenched 
homelessness. Critics said Lee, 
a Democrat, catered too much to 
tech companies, citing a 2011 tax 
break he brokered for Twitter as 
part of  a remake of  the city’s di-
lapidated downtown.
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San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, 
speaking at a  news conference in 
2015, died Tuesday in San Francis-
co at age 65. TURN TO NEVIUS » PAGE A10
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A city leader who wasn’t 
cut from political cloth 

C.W. NEVIUS

Jones wins Alabama Senate seat

RP shuts 
door on 
cannabis 
industry 

Shortly after Rohnert Park’s 
City Council unanimously ad-
opted Sonoma County’s strict-
est commercial cannabis rules 
to date, Cotati’s decided to go 
the opposite direction Tuesday 
night and become the first city 
in the county to allow the sale 
of  recreational marijuana on 
Jan. 1.

The Cotati City Council ap-
proved the urgency ordinance 
5-0 to allow its lone dispensary, 
Mercy Well-
ness, to begin 
selling to all 
adults older 
than 21 next 
month, com-
plying with a 
new state law 
legalizing non-
medical use 
and sales. 

“We can anticipate people 
waiting there the day we can 
sell adult-use products,” said 
Brandon Levine, executive di-
rector of  Mercy Wellness, be-
lieving it could instantly result 
in a 10 percent to 15 percent in-
crease in customers. “There’s 
going to be some changes we 
have to make to direct the flow 
of  traffic and people coming 
in the door. We’re excited for 
this new group of  people to 
come in and to be able to serve 
them.”

Meanwhile, in neighboring 
Rohnert Park, the city firmly 
shut the door on the possibility 
of  manufacturing, distributing 
or selling marijuana within city 
limits. The 5-0 vote updated a 

MONTGOMERY, Alabama — In a 
stunning victory aided by scandal, 
Democrat Doug Jones won Alabama’s 
special Senate election on Tuesday, 
beating back history, an embattled 
Republican opponent and President 
Donald Trump, who urgently en-
dorsed GOP rebel Roy Moore despite 

a litany of  sexual misconduct allega-
tions.

It was the first Democratic Senate 
victory in a quarter-century in Ala-
bama, one of  the reddest of  red states, 
and proved anew that party loyalty is 
anything but sure in the age of  Trump. 
The Republican loss was a major em-
barrassment for the president and a 
fresh wound for the nation’s already 
divided GOP.

“We have shown not just around 
the state of  Alabama, but we have 
shown the country the way — that 
we can be unified,” Jones declared 
as supporters in a Birmingham ball-
room cheered, danced and cried tears 

of  joy. Still in shock, the Democrat 
struggled for words: “I think that I 
have been waiting all my life, and 
now I just don’t know what the hell 
to say.”

Moore, meanwhile, refused to con-
cede and raised the possibility of  a 
recount during a brief  appearance at 
a somber campaign party in Mont-
gomery.

“It’s not over,” Moore said. He add-
ed, “We know that God is still in con-
trol.”

From the White House, Trump 
tweeted his congratulations to Jones 

Democrat pulls off upset over  
GOP’s Moore, who, refusing 
to concede, says ‘It’s not over’
By KIM CHANDLER  
AND STEVE PEOPLES
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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City adopts strictest laws 
in county while Cotati 
OKs sales for next month
BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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MARIJUANA RULES
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Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate Doug Jones and 
his wife, Louise, wave to supporters before speaking 
Tuesday in Birmingham, Alabama. 

SR OKS RULES 
ON CANNABIS
Council approves  
a sweeping set 
of regulations on 
where marijuana 
can be grown, 
bought and used  
in the city / A3


