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RECLAIMING THE GAVEL:  
Rep. Nancy Pelosi of 
San Francisco wins over 
Democrat holdouts in her 
bid for House speaker / B1

INSIDE

Tabloid deal adds to Trump’s peril

With the revelation by prosecutors 
Wednesday that a tabloid publish-
er admitted to paying off a Playboy 
model, key participants in two hush- 
money schemes say the transactions 

were intended to protect Donald 
Trump’s campaign for president.

That leaves Trump in an increas-
ingly isolated and legally precarious 
position, according to election law 
experts. Hundreds of  thousands of  
dollars in payments made in 2016 to 
keep two women silent about alleged 
affairs are now firmly framed as ille-
gal campaign contributions.

The news about the publisher, the 
parent company of  the National En-
quirer, came on the same day that 
Trump’s former lawyer Michael Co-

hen was sentenced to three years in 
prison in part for his involvement in 
the payments.

Cohen said the transactions were 
an effort to cover up the president’s 
“dirty deeds,” a claim that was but-
tressed when federal prosecutors 
announced that tabloid publisher 
American Media Inc. said it had 
bought one of  the women’s stories to 
ensure she “did not publicize damag-
ing allegations about the candidate.”

“AMI further admitted that its 
principal purpose in making the pay-

ment was to suppress the woman’s 
story so as to prevent it from influ-
encing the election,” prosecutors said 
in a statement announcing they had 
struck a deal not to charge the com-
pany in exchange for its cooperation. 

As part of  the deal, dated in Sep-
tember but previously kept private, 
the company also agreed to train 
employees in election law standards 
and appoint a qualified lawyer to vet 
future deals that may involve paying 

National Enquirer parent 
cooperating with probe of 
2016 hush-money payments
By MIKE MCINTIRE, CHARLIE 
SAVAGE AND JIM RUTENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Michael  
Cohen

Trump’s former 
lawyer sentenced 
to 3 years / B1
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Camp fire survivor Terese Mangino, right, embraces Tubbs fire survivor Anne Barbour as fellow Tubbs survivor Tricia Woods looks on after a group 
of survivors from each fire met Tuesday at St. John’s Church in Chico.

Survivors offer comfort
BUTTE COUNTY » Santa Rosans travel to meet with people who  
lived through Camp fire, and talk about navigating difficult days ahead

CHICO

They wrote in notebooks and 
raised their hands to ask 
impossible questions. Will 

my neighbors ever return? Will the 
businesses in our community fail?

They were 
from Paradise, 
Magalia, Concow 
and Butte Creek 
Canyon, foothill 
communities 
burned by the 

Camp fire one month ago. For 
three hours, they grilled a group 
of  Santa Rosa residents who drove 
to Butte County this week to share 
hard-earned lessons of  loss and 
resilience.

The answers they got from these 
fellow wildfire survivors, who lost 
their homes 14 months ago in the 
Tubbs fire that roared through 
the Mark West corridor, Larkfield, 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Businesses and homes lay in ruins Tuesday along Pearson Road in Paradise, having burned down during 
the Camp fire last month. On Tuesday, Tubbs fire survivors answered questions from Camp fire survivors.

INSIDE
Insurance claims 
from last month’s 
fires at $9B and 
counting / B1

Kidnap 
scam 
averted 
in time

When he answered his cell-
phone just before 9 a.m. on 
Dec.  4, the woman calling 
sounded hysterical: “Daddy, 
I’m in trouble,” she said, sob-
bing to Cazadero resident Kerch 
Thomas. Seconds later, an un-
known man saying he was with 
a Guatemalan crime organiza-
tion took over the call and told 
Thomas his daughter had been 
kidnapped after witnessing a 
murder and now would be killed 
unless he paid $10,000. 

Then the woman screamed in 
the background during the call. 
A frantic Thomas, who kept his 
cellphone to his ear following 
the man’s orders not to hang 
up, took $10,000 out of  his ac-
count at West America Bank in 
Guerneville.

Thomas was driving to down-
town Santa Rosa with the cash 
to await further instructions 
from the man when he crossed 
paths with a Sonoma County 
sheriff’s sergeant, who helped 
him determine his 40-year-old 
daughter in Oregon was safe.

“I thought it was my daugh-
ter,” Thomas said, recounting 
last week’s harrowing phone 
call that turned out to be a scam 

Authorities warn about 
rise in fake calls with  
chilling ransom message
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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