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SENATE PASSES $1.1 TRILLION SPENDING BILL: 
Measure sent to Obama on 56-40 vote will fund 
government through September / A7
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A BOOMTOWN 
GONE BUST
New book tells tale of once-thriving 
mining town of Pine Flat Sonoma Living

PRESCHOOL INITIATIVE
County looks to be leader on expansion B1

VINEYARD CREWS’ FUTURE
Immigration issue vital in Wine Country E1

Rents skyrocket 
in Sonoma County 

RENTING 
IN SONOMA 
COUNTY

30%
Amount rents have 
risen in county 
in past 3 years.

$1,579
Average rent in 
county during this 
past summer.

78,000
Number of 
households in 
county living in 
rental homes or 
apartments, or 
more than 4 in 10.

3%
Percentage 
of apartments 
in county that 
are vacant.

70
Number of new 
market-rate 
apartment units 
built in county 
since 2008.
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RENTAL DILEMMA: Maritza Hernandez checks on her 6-day-old baby late last week in her family’s east Santa Rosa apartment, where the rent was raised 
almost 50 percent, to $1,450 a month. The Hernandezes and other tenants say that on top of the rent hike, their complex has serious maintenance problems.

Humberto and Maritza Hernandez were 
stunned when they learned the rent for 
their two-bedroom apartment in east Santa 

Rosa would jump nearly 50 percent this month, to 
$1,450.

And such a rent hike won’t just mean fewer 
extras for his family, said Humberto Hernandez, a 
warehouse supervisor with three children. It also 
ripples out to the local businesses where he no 
longer will be spending money.

“I don’t think it’s healthy for the economy of  the 
county,” he said.

The dilemma facing the family and other resi-
dents of  their 10-unit apartment complex offers a 
glimpse of  the turmoil in Sonoma County’s rental 
market, especially for lower-income families. 
Significant job growth and a wobbly homebuilding 
sector have teamed up to create the tightest rental 

UNWELCOME VISITORS: Maritza Hernandez’s mother and fellow 
tenant, Socorro Garnica, displays an apple she says was chewed by a 
rat in her apartment. Tenants are withholding their new, higher rent 
payments, saying rodent and mold issues need to be addressed. The 
new owners of the complex say they have remedied the problems.

TIGHT MARKET

Job growth, lack of new construction result in severe housing shortage
By ROBERT DIGITALE
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Oversight  
lags e-cig   
boom in 
China

SHENZHEN, China — In a 
grimy workshop, among boil-
ing vats of  chemicals, facto-
ry workers are busy turning  
stainless-steel rods into slender 
tube casings, a crucial compo-
nent of  electronic cigarettes. 
Not long ago, Skorite Electron-
ics was a tiny firm struggling 
to produce pen parts. Today, it 
is part of  an enormous — and 
virtually unregulated — supply 
chain centered here that pro-
duces about 90 percent of  the 
world’s e-cigarettes.

This year, Chinese manufac-
turers are expected to ship more 
than 300 million e-cigarettes 
to the United States and Eu-
rope, where they will reach the 
shelves of  Wal-Marts, 7-Eleven 
stores, gas station outlets and 
vaping shops.

The devices have become in-
creasingly popular, particular-
ly among young adults, and yet 
hundreds of  e-cigarette manu-
facturers in China operate with 
little oversight. Experts say 
flawed or sloppy manufacturing 
could account for some of  the 
heavy metals, carcinogens and 
other dangerous compounds, 
such as lead, tin and zinc, that 
have been detected in some 
e-cigarettes.

One study found e-cigarette 
vapor that contained hazardous 
nickel and chromium at four 

With few safety regulations,  
nation produces 90% of  

world’s electronic cigarettes

By DAVID BARBOZA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Renters, advocates seek solutions

‘No rent for rats,” participants chanted 
at last month’s meeting of  the North 
Bay Organizing Project.

The catchy slogan, resounding off the 
walls of  Christ Church United Methodist in 
east Santa Rosa, reflected a dispute between 
tenants and property owners of  the nearby 
Bennett Valley Townhomes. But leaders that 
night also spoke two words more likely to 
get the attention of  both landlords and civic 
leaders: rent control.

The community organizing group, a col-
lection of  churches and other local organi-
zations, has yet to consider what solutions it 
might propose to relieve a tight rental hous-
ing market, a spokesman said. But the group 
won a pledge from Santa Rosa Councilwoman 
Julie Combs to talk with its leaders about 
rent control and other possible strategies for 
helping low-income renters.

“I’m not convinced it’s the solution,” Combs 
said last week of  rent control. “But I think we 
should discuss it.” 

Combs said she has received more calls in 
TURN TO SOLUTIONS, PAGE A13
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Julie 
Combs
SR councilwoman 
pledges to help 
city’s renters.

Ebola orphan’s 
plea: ‘Do you 

want me?’

PORT LOKO, Sierra Leone —
Sweetie Sweetie had no choice.

Her father had just died of  
Ebola. So had her sister. Her 
mother was vomiting blood and 
fading fast.

When the ambulance arrived 
and her mother climbed in, 
Sweetie Sweetie climbed in, too. 
Ebola had been like a pox on her 
entire house, and even though 
the young girl looked fine, with 
no symptoms, nobody in her vil-
lage, even relatives, wanted to 
take her. 

With nowhere else to go, she 
followed her mother all the way 
into the red zone of  an Ebola 
clinic and spent more than two 
weeks in a biohazard area where 
the only other healthy people 
were wearing moon suits.

As her mother grew sicker, 
Sweetie Sweetie urged her to 
take her pills. She tried to feed 
her. She washed her mother’s 
soiled clothes, not especially 
well, but nurses said they were 

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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