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TRIBUTARY TROUBLE:  
Silt-choked Petaluma 
River in severe need of 
dredging, which won’t 
happen in 2019 / A3

INSIDE

Big Oil urged easing mpg rules

Senate votes to end aid for Yemen war

WASHINGTON — The Senate voted 
Thursday to end U.S. military assistance 
for Saudi Arabia’s war in Yemen in the 
strongest show of  bipartisan defiance 
against President Donald Trump’s de-
fense of  the kingdom over the killing of  
a dissident journalist.

The 56-41 vote was a rare move by the 
Senate to limit presidential war powers 

and sent a potent message of  disapprov-
al for a nearly four-year conflict that has 
killed thousands of  civilians and brought 
famine to Yemen. 

Moments later, senators unanimously 
approved a separate resolution to hold 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
of Saudi Arabia personally responsible 
for the death of  the journalist, Jamal 
Khashoggi.

Together, the votes were an extraordi-
nary break with Trump, who has refused 
to condemn the prince and dismissed 
U.S. intelligence agencies’ conclusions 
that the heir to the Saudi throne direct-
ed the grisly killing.

When the Trump adminis-
tration laid out a plan this year 
that would eventually allow 
cars to emit more pollution, au-
tomakers, the obvious winners 
from the proposal, balked. The 
changes, they said, went too far 

even for them.
But it turns out that there was 

a hidden beneficiary of  the plan 
that was pushing for the chang-
es all along: the nation’s oil in-
dustry.

In Congress, on Facebook and 
in statehouses nationwide, Mar-
athon Petroleum, the country’s 
largest refiner, worked with 

powerful oil industry groups 
and a conservative policy net-
work financed by the billionaire 
industrialist Charles Koch to 
run a stealth campaign to roll 
back car emissions standards, 
a New York Times investigation 
has found.

The campaign’s main argu-
ment for significantly easing 
fuel efficiency standards — that 
the United States is so awash in 
oil it no longer needs to worry 
about energy conservation — 

clashed with decades of  federal 
energy and environmental pol-
icy.

“With oil scarcity no longer a 
concern,” Americans should be 
given a “choice in vehicles that 
best fit their needs,” read a draft 
of  a letter that Marathon helped 
to circulate to members of  Con-
gress over the summer. Official 
correspondence later sent to 
regulators by more than a doz-
en lawmakers included phrases 
or sentences from the industry 

talking points, and the Trump 
administration’s proposed rules 
incorporate similar logic.

The industry had reason to 
urge the rollback of  higher fuel 
efficiency standards proposed 
by former President Barack 
Obama. A quarter of  the world’s 
oil is used to power cars, and 
less-thirsty vehicles mean lower 
gasoline sales.

In recent months, Marathon 

MILEAGE STANDARDS » Refiner behind secret push 
to roll back limits aimed at fighting climate change

BIPARTISAN RESPONSE » 
Rare move defies Trump over 
Khashoggi killing, Saudi aims
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Tribesmen loyal to Houthi rebels hold up their weapons 
as they attend a gathering Thursday in Sanaa, Yemen, 
in support of peace talks being held in Sweden.
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American Airlines passengers deplane at the Charles M. Schulz Sonoma County Airport on Thursday in Santa Rosa.  The airline has announced 
flights to and from Dallas-Fort Worth International and Los Angeles International airports beginning next year. 

American to offer LA, 
Dallas flights in 2019 

SONOMA COUNTY » AIR TRAVEL OPTIONS 

Ticket sales start Monday for routes scheduled to debut in May and June

American Airlines, the world’s larg-
est airline, will expand its service 
from Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma 

County Airport when it begins offering 
direct summer flights to Dallas-Fort Worth 
International and Los Angeles Interna-
tional airports next year.

American, which has operated nonstop 
service from Santa Rosa to Phoenix-Sky 
Harbor International since February 
2017, will add the daily seasonal flights to 
Southern California starting May 3 and to 
its Texas hub on June 6.

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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County 
breaks 
up fire 
agency 

The dismantling of  Sonoma 
County’s 25-year-old Depart-
ment of  Fire and Emergency 
Services continued this week as 
the Board of  Supervisors shift-
ed two of  its key roles — haz-
ardous materials programs and 
fire prevention  — to a different 
county agency. 

Next month, another major 
division — emergency manage-
ment — will be broken away 
from the department and moved 
more directly under the control 
of  the county administrator. 

The moves stem from 
long-running discontent with-
in the fire services community 
over a county agency that had 
little more than an administra-
tive role, overseeing volunteer 
companies across the region. 
Its annual budget was $10 mil-
lion — $2.4 million which went 
to firefighting oversight with 
more than half  the money go-
ing to department salaries, with 
many positions filled by retired 
firefighters already getting a 
pension .    

The troubled department was 
cast in even more critical light in 
the aftermath of  the 2017 fires, 
when its top emergency manag-
er revealed that he had ruled out 
a year beforehand use of  Amber 
Alert-type cellphone messag-
es in the event of  a countywide 
emergency. 

The manager was reassigned 
early this year and later retired.   

“What was created obviously 
hasn’t been working,” Board of  
Supervisors Chairman James 
Gore said. 

Hazardous materials, 
prevention programs 
shift to another agency
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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