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FIELD OF GREEN: Festival-goers view marijuana buds entered into the  Emerald Cup competetion Sunday at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa.

Pot contest grows

Emerald Cup in SR draws record number of attendees, entrants

In a sign of  the burgeoning marijuana cultivation 
industry and its mainstream acceptance, an esti-
mated 10,000 people flocked to the Sonoma County 

Fairgrounds over the weekend to honor the growers 
behind some of  the finest and most powerful strains of  
pot in Northern California.

The Emerald Cup, now in its second year in Santa 
Rosa, drew a record number of  people and entrants to 
the competition to acknowledge and celebrate “the best 
outdoor cannabis in the world.”

Almost 900 entries were received this year, more 
than three times the amount vying last year for best 
marijuana buds, and other forms of  cannabis, includ-
ing concentrates such as hash oil, edibles and topicals.

The pot tasting competition in the heart of  Wine 
Country was replete with judges’ observations on 
smell, look, taste and effects.

The winner, Joe Peinado of  Laytonville, won for his 
strain of  “Sweet Serenade,” which judges described as 
“solid big buds with densely packed crystals” redolent 
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POT TASTING: Micah Melendy of Humboldt County, clad in a Santa 
suit, samples a dab of marijuana during the Emerald Cup, which had 
almost 900 entries and attracted an estimated 10,000 people.

ONLINE

For more photos from the Emerald Cup, go to pressdemocrat.com.

WASHINGTON — Dick Cheney, 
who as vice president was a powerful 
sponsor of  the brutal interrogation 
tactics used on detainees suspect-
ed of  being linked to al-Qaida, on 
Sunday escalated his counterattack 

on the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee’s report, which found that the 
CIA’s now-defunct program violated 
American values, was incompetent-
ly run and produced little useful in-
telligence.

“I would do it again in a minute,” 
Cheney said in a spirited, emotion-
al appearance on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.” He denied that waterboard-
ing and related interrogation tactics 
were torture, noting that three of  
the past four attorneys general had 
agreed with his view.

“Torture is what the al-Qaida 

terrorists did to 3,000 Americans 
on 9/11,” Cheney said. “There is no 
comparison between that and what 
we did with respect to enhanced in-
terrogation.”

Cheney was also pressed to an-
swer questions on detainees who had 
faced lengthy incarceration before 
being found not culpable. The for-
mer vice president responded that, 
in his mind, the greater problem was 
“with the folks that we did release 
that end up back on the battlefield.”

Asked again whether he was satis-
fied with a program that erroneous-

ly locked up detainees, he replied, 
“I have no problem as long as we 
achieve our objective.”

Cheney’s latest remarks were part 
of  a barrage of  commentary attempt-
ing to undercut the Senate’s blis-
tering report on the CIA program. 
Defenders of  interrogation methods 
long considered torture, including 
waterboarding, outnumbered those 
criticizing such methods on Sunday 
morning’s round of  television inter-
view shows from Washington.

Also featured on the shows was 
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Cheney joins fray in defending CIA
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Former vice president says 
of brutal interrogation tactics,  

‘I would do it again in a minute’
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CLIMATE DEAL REACHED: 
Watered-down agreement 
sets stage for global deal in 
Paris next year / A3Amazon book deals diminishing

Philip K. Dick’s “The 
Man in the High Castle” 
is about what the title 

character calls the “terribly, 
terribly disruptive” nature of  
reality, so it is awesome that 
the terribly, terribly disruptive 
Amazon has now filmed this 
classic science fiction tale. The 
pilot will appear early next 
year from Amazon Studios. 

Any member of  the Amazon 
Prime perks club can watch it 
free.

Nothing in life is truly free, 
of  course, even from Internet 
companies that proclaim their 
generosity. As Amazon loads 
the benefits on top of  Prime 
— including costly original 
programming like “High Cas-
tle,” older movies, a streaming 
music service and an e-book 
lending library — the conven-
tional wisdom is that these 

customers will return the favor 
by ordering much more from 
Amazon. Come for the movie, 
stay for the vacuum cleaner, 
diapers and marmalade.

But there is another, more 
hidden group paying for “High 
Castle”: people who buy phys-
ical books on Amazon. The 
retailer’s expansion of  Prime 
benefits, as well as its myriad 
other projects, appears to be 
fueled in part by fattened mar-

Internet giant 
reverses 

its pricing 
strategy, pays 
for expansion 

by cutting 
back on big 
discounts

By DAVID STREITFELD
NEW YORK TIMES
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Boost 
for state 
quake 
alerts

California has received con-
gressional funding to roll out 
an earthquake early-warning 
system next year, capping near-
ly a decade of  planning, set-
backs and technological break-
throughs, officials said Sunday.

Scientists have long planned 
to make such a system available 
to some schools, fire stations, 
and more private businesses in 
2015, but their effort hinged on 
Congress providing $5 million. 
The system would give as much 
as a minute’s warning before 
shaking is felt in metropolitan 
areas, a margin that experts say 
would increase survival.

The U.S. Senate approved the 
allocation this weekend as part 
of  the $1.1 trillion spending 
package, passed by the House of  
Representatives on Thursday, 
that will fund most of  the U.S. 
government through the rest of  
the fiscal year. Officials plan to 
announce the funding at a news 
conference at the California In-
stitute of  Technology today.

The early-warning system is 
considered a major advance in 
seismic safety because it can 
give the public crucial seconds 
to prepare for the effects of  
shaking. Scientists eventually 
want to make alerts available to 
a wider public via phones, com-
puters and special devices, such 
as weather radios, once the net-
work is refined.

To the consternation of  some, 
California is well behind Japan 
as well as Mexico, Taiwan, Tur-
key and other countries in using 
early-warning technology.

California’s effort was ham-
pered by funding problems, 
which slowed the installation 
and upgrades of  hundreds of  
sensors that instantaneously 
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Congress gives California 
$5 million for early-warning 
system to roll out in 2015

By RONG-GONG LIN II
LOS ANGELES TIMES

“Before, we were scared. The scene has changed to where we can do this.”
JOE PEINADO, Laytonville grower who won the Emerald Cup


