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Cannabis plant back in business

In a white-walled room deep 
inside a southwest Santa Rosa 
building once used to manufac-
ture heart stents, 11 specialized 
machines to extract concentrated 
cannabis rumbled, hummed and 

popped in production for Cali-
fornia’s largest legal marijuana 
manufacturing operation. 

Five months ago, law enforce-
ment officers hauled away ex-
traction machines and other 
equipment worth about $3 million 
from the Circadian Way facility, 
halting production and forcing 
the company, CannaCraft, to ad-
dress a series of  code violations. 
One of  its founders, Dennis Hunt-
er, was briefly jailed.

Since then, California and the 

city of  Santa Rosa have begun 
embracing cannabis manufac-
turing with new regulations that 
allow producers of  medical mari-
juana-infused products to operate 
openly. And state voters legalized 
recreational use of  marijuana, 
adding to the system of regula-
tions advocates hope will bring 
marijuana businesses into the 
mainstream. 

CannaCraft this week received 

SANTA ROSA » Facility 
was raided in July for 
several code violations
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Analyst Kevin 
Nolan uses 
a methanol 
chloroform 
mixture 
Wednesday to 
help extract 
cannabinoids 
from marijuana 
at CannaCraft 
in Santa Rosa.
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Russians also target Democratic House candidates

WASHINGTON — South Florida has 
long been a laboratory for some of  the 
nation’s roughest politics, with tech-
niques like phantom candidates creat-
ed by political rivals to siphon off votes 
from their opponents, or so-called bo-
leteras hired to illegally fill out stacks 

of  absentee ballots on behalf  of  elderly 
or disabled voters.

But there was never anything quite 
like the 2016 election campaign, when 
a handful of  Democratic House can-
didates became targets of  a Russian 
influence operation that made thou-
sands of  pages of  documents stolen by 
hackers from the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee in Wash-
ington available to Florida reporters  

and bloggers.
“It was like I was standing out there 

naked,” said Annette Taddeo, a Dem-
ocrat who lost her primary race after 
secret campaign documents were made 
public. “I just can’t describe it any oth-
er way. Our entire internal strategy 
plan was made public, and suddenly all 
this material was out there and could 

By ERIC LIPTON  
AND SCOTT SHANE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Annette 
Taddeo

1 billion 
accounts 
hacked 
in 2013

SAN FRANCISCO — Yahoo, 
already reeling from its Septem-
ber disclosure that 500 million 
user accounts had been hacked 
in 2014, disclosed Wednesday 
that a different attack in 2013 
compromised more than 1 bil-
lion accounts.

The two attacks are the largest 
known security breaches of  one 
company’s computer network.

The newly disclosed 2013 at-
tack involved sensitive user 
information, including names, 
telephone numbers, dates of  
birth, encrypted passwords and 
unencrypted security questions 
that could be used to reset a 
password. Yahoo said it is forc-
ing all of  the affected users to 
change their passwords and it 
is invalidating unencrypted se-
curity questions — steps that it 
declined to take in September.

It is unclear how many Yahoo 
users were affected by both at-
tacks. The internet company has 
more than 1 billion active users, 
but it is not clear how many in-
active accounts were hacked.

Yahoo said it discovered the 
larger hacking after analyzing 
data files, provided by law en-
forcement, that an unnamed 
third party had claimed con-
tained Yahoo information.

Yahoo has made a steady 
trickle of  disclosures about the 
2014 hacking, which it has been 
investigating with the help of  
federal authorities. The compa-
ny said Wednesday that it now 
believes the attacker in that 
breach, which it says was spon-
sored by a government, found a 
way to forge credentials to log in 
to some users’ accounts without 
a password.

Bob Lord, Yahoo’s chief  infor-
mation security officer, said in 
a statement that the state-spon-
sored actor in the 2014 attack 
had stolen Yahoo’s proprietary 
source code. Outside forensics 
experts working with Yahoo be-
lieve that the state-sponsored 
hackers used Yahoo’s code to ac-

Stolen data include 
passwords, security 
questions, names
By VINDU GOEL  
AND NICOLE PERLROTH
NEW YORK TIMES
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YAHOO DATA BREACH
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Nathan and Melissa Miller with their daughters, Sawyer, 7, and Sloane, 6, stand in front of their home, which is decorated with a high-tech holiday 
light display in Santa Rosa on Tuesday. The Millers’ holiday display features lights that are individually synchronized to music.

High-tech delights

It’s snowed every night since Dec. 2 in 
Santa Rosa. You just have to know where 
to find it.

The Millers, a family of  four who deck out 
their Vallejo Street home to the nines — heck, 
to the 10s — every year, have outdone them-
selves this year with the addition of  a snow 
machine, and three-times the density of  lights 
than in years past.

Theirs is one of  dozens of  Sonoma County 
homes elaborately festooned with seasonal 
lights and displays, turning yards into blaz-
ingly bright holiday tableaus.

The Millers’ home is not your typical set of  
holiday lights. Their home is uniquely high-
tech, with an LED light show choreographed 
to a set of  13 songs that Nathan Miller, 41, 
has programmed himself. Each song takes 
36 hours to program to the corresponding 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CHRISTMAS LIGHT SHOW » ELABORATE DISPLAY 

Family’s tableau  
synchronized with 
songs; benefits local 
school charity


