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Net neutrality policy reversed

CHAD SURMICK / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A San Francisco-based firm, Laulima Development, finalized the purchase of the 32-acre former State Farm Insurance campus in Rohnert Park on 
Dec. 1 and envisions a mixed-use project between retail, office space and housing, with plans to break ground in 2019.

Vibrant hub envisioned 
ROHNERT PARK » Developer closes $13.5M deal to buy 
former State Farm campus, surrounding land for new city center

Rohnert Park is in the 
early stages of  a massive 
downtown redevelopment 

plan that aims to create a new 
central hub for Sonoma County’s 
third-largest city and recast it as a 
retail and commercial destination.

Set at the 32-acre campus south 
of  Rohnert Park Expressway 
previously occupied by State 
Farm Insurance, the proposal 
imagines a quarter-billion-dollar 
mixed-use project that emphasiz-

es dining, includes office space 
and helps shore up local housing 
needs. With its sights set on the 
ambitious makeover, San Fran-
cisco-based Laulima Development 
closed a deal Dec. 1 for the existing 
320,000-square-foot facility and 
the surrounding land vacated 
by State Farm in 2011 at a price 
of  $13.5 million, according to the 
County Clerk-Recorder’s Office. 

“For us, this is a portfolio proj-
ect,” Jes Slavik, Laulima’s direc-
tor of  development, explained to 
Rohnert Park City Council earlier 
this week. “This is the project 

that we’re going to finish and then 
we’re going to go to the next one 
and we’re going to be able to say, 
‘Look what we did here — isn’t 
this great?’ ”

Billed as Rohnert Station, the 
complete overhaul would tie into 
the North Bay’s new SMART 
commuter rail line with intentions 
of  a fully integrated pedestri-
an-focused community. A nearby 
city square for large-scale public 
events, such as farmers markets, 
heritage celebrations and wine or 

WASHINGTON — The Federal 
Communications Commission voted 
Thursday to dismantle rules regu-
lating the businesses that connect 
consumers to the internet, granting 
broadband companies the power to 
potentially reshape Americans’ on-

line experiences.
The agency scrapped the so-called 

net neutrality regulations that pro-
hibited broadband providers from 
blocking websites or charging for 
higher-quality service or certain 
content. 

The federal government will also 
no longer regulate high-speed inter-
net delivery as if  it were a utility, like 
phone service.

The action reversed the agency’s 
2015 decision, during the Obama ad-
ministration, to have stronger over-
sight over broadband providers as 

Americans have migrated to the in-
ternet for most communications. It 
reflected the view of  the Trump ad-
ministration and the new FCC chair-
man that unregulated business will 
eventually yield innovation and help 
the economy.

It will take weeks for the repeal 
to go into effect, so consumers will 
not see any of  the potential chang-
es right away. But the political and 
legal fight started immediately. Nu-
merous Democrats on Capitol Hill 
called for a bill that would re-estab-
lish the rules, and several Democrat-

ic state attorneys general said they 
would file a suit to stop the change.

Several public interest groups in-
cluding Public Knowledge and the 
National Hispanic Media Coalition 
also promised to file suit. The In-
ternet Association, the trade group 
that represents big tech firms such 
as Google and Facebook, said it also 
was considering legal action.

The commission’s chairman, Ajit 
Pai, vigorously defended the repeal 
before the vote. He said the rollback 

FCC eliminates regulations 
ensuring equal treatment of 
internet data by providers
By CECILIA KANG
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO FCC » PAGE A11

BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO ROHNERT PARK » PAGE A11

PROJECT AT 
A GLANCE
The 32-acre parcel in 
Rohnert Park is being 
reimagined for a 
mixed-use project

110,000
Square feet of retail space

415
Total housing units

65,000
Square feet of office space

Ajit
Pai
FCC chairman 
defended repeal 
of net neutrality 
in hearing.

Eighth planet found in faraway 
solar system, matching ours

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
— A record-tying eighth planet 
has been found in a faraway so-
lar system, matching our own in 
number.

Even more amazing, ma-
chines and not humans made 
the discovery. NASA joined 
with Google on Thursday to an-
nounce the finding.

This eighth planet orbits the 

star known as Kepler-90. Like 
Earth, this new planet, Ke-
pler-90i, is the third rock from 
its sun. But it’s much closer to 
its sun — orbiting in just 14 days 
— with a scorching surface tem-
perature of  800 degrees Fahren-
heit. In fact, all eight planets are 
scrunched up around this star, 
orbiting closer than Earth does 
to our sun.

This is the only eight-planet 
solar system found like ours — 
so far — tying for the most plan-

ets observed around a single 
star.

Our solar system had nine 
planets until Pluto was demot-
ed to a dwarf  planet in 2006 by 
the International Astronomi-
cal Union, a decision that still 
stands. Some astronomers, how-
ever, suspect there could be a 
large ninth planet out there: an 
elusive Planet X the size of  Nep-
tune but much farther out.

WENDY STENZEL / NASA

This illustration shows a comparison of the planets in the solar system 
and those orbiting the star Kepler-90. An eighth planet, Kepler-90i, has 
been found in the faraway solar system, matching our own in numbers. 

By MARCIA DUNN
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State to 
review 
alert 
system 

Responding to a request from 
Sonoma County supervisors, 
the Governor’s Office of  Emer-
gency Services will conduct 
a review of  the way residents 
were notified of  the deadly, 
fast-moving October wildfires, a 
process that was widely faulted 
and which top county officials 
refused to explain for weeks.

At stake is the question of  
why county emergency services 
officials decided not to use Am-
ber Alert-style messages to get 
widespread fire warnings out 
the night of  Oct. 8 as wind-driv-
en flames propelled fires that 
killed 24 people and destroyed 
more than 5,100 homes, eventu-
ally burning 137 square miles 
of  Sonoma County before they 
were contained.

Mark Ghilarducci, director 
of  the state OES, said his office 
would undertake an “indepen-
dent review” of  the county’s 
notification process and county 
officials said they expect the re-
sults by the end of  the month.

“We absolutely have to take a 
look at what we’re doing,” said 
Shirlee Zane, Board of  Super-
visors chairwoman. “I find it 
amazing that we have 24 people 
who died,” she said, calling it 
“24 deaths too many.”

Zane, a Santa Rosa resident, 
said the Tubbs fire came within 
a mile and a half  of  her home 
and she was alerted to it by 
someone knocking on her door.

County supervisors seek 
best way to warn  
residents of disaster
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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