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SENATE CONFIRMS PICK 
FOR SURGEON GENERAL: 
Vote ends long fight that has 
left U.S. without top doctor 
for year and a half  / A4

Roseland University Prep raising money for permanent campus Empire

Is drought over?

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Lake Mendocino near Ukiah was at 67 percent capacity Monday. That’s a sharp contrast to how the reservoir looked on Sept. 30, below.

Could it be 2012 all over again? 
That’s the year Santa Rosa was 
drenched by nearly 10 inches of  

rain in December before Mother Nature 
abruptly turned off the tap, continuing 
the three-year drought that still hasn’t 
ended, despite another soggy December.

With rain falling on 13 of  the month’s 
first 15 days and now totaling 10.64 
inches, folks who may be tiring of  cloud-
bursts, gray skies, umbrellas and last 
week’s atmospheric river could well be 
wondering if  the drought is done.

Not until the Sierra is blanketed in 
snow and the state’s major reservoirs are 
full, water managers said Monday, noting 
that neither of  those drought-busting 
conditions is close to reality.

“We’re having a great, wet December. 
It’s fantastic,” said Brad Sherwood, 
spokesman for the Sonoma County Water 
Agency, which delivers Russian River 
water to 600,000 customers in Sonoma 
and Marin counties.

The latest storm dropped 1.3 inches of  
rain on Santa Rosa during the 24-hour 
period ending at 4 p.m. Monday, and more 

rain is expected to hit the area today 
and Wednesday, potentially bringing an 
additional 2 inches, the National Weather 
Service forecast.

But California, with 80 percent of   
the state under extreme or exceptional 
drought last week, needs sustained pre-
cipitation through the winter and spring 
to make up for a 36-month shortfall.

“It’s a deep hole to climb out of,” said 
Samantha Dorsey, farming manager at 
McEvoy Ranch in the Marin County hills 
west of  Petaluma.

All six irrigation ponds at the 550-acre 
olive and grape ranch were full and 

overflowing into San Antonio Creek on 
Monday, she said. A month ago, the ponds 
were 31 percent full. Dorsey said she felt 
a “tremendous sense of  relief,” tempered 
by the concern that rainfall is still only 
one-third of  normal and more is needed 
to maintain soil moisture for the 2015 
crop.

Santa Rosa’s rainfall deficit — the 
difference between actual and average 
precipitation — was 34.53 inches for the 
period from December 2011 through Sun-
day, said Jake Crouch, a climate scientist 
with the National Climatic Data Center, 
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A GOOD START:  
With Sierra snowpack still 

far below normal, state has 
‘deep hole to climb out of’

BY THE NUMBERS

Storms boost reservoirs, 
but sustained rains 
are needed to make up 
for a 36-month shortfall

10.64
Santa Rosa’s rainfall 
total in inches so far 

in December

34.53
Santa Rosa’s rainfall 
deficit in inches over 
the past three years

31
Percent of capacity at 
Shasta Lake, state’s 

largest reservoir

41
Current percent of 

average Sierra snowpack 
water content

Sydney siege a wake-up call on terrorism

SYDNEY — A tense siege in the heart 
of  Sydney reached a deafening and fatal 
finale in the early hours of  today, forcing 
Australians to confront the somber real-
ity that their country had become a new 
target for Islamist terrorism.

The first such attack on Australian soil 
in decades left two hostages dead and 
three seriously injured after commandos 
stormed a cafe in a busy downtown pe-
destrian mall where a gunman had been 
holding 17 hostages for nearly as many 
hours.

The gunman, identified as an Irani-
an-born self-declared cleric named Man 

Haron Monis, 50, was killed in the com-
mando attack.

Some of  the hostages, stark terror 
evident on their faces, dashed from the 
Lindt Chocolat Cafe moments before 
Monis started shooting, leading police to 
move in, tossing in stun grenades and fir-
ing their weapons. Afterward an injured 
woman was carried out by two officers, 
and several others were wheeled away on 
gurneys.

The shock and terror many Austra-
lians felt over the attack was reflected 
in one Sydney tabloid headline: “The in-
stant we changed forever.”

Although the “lone wolf” terrorist at-
tack in the nation’s largest city by the 
radical Islamist cleric, who was already 
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A hostage runs to police officers after she escaped 
Monday from a cafe in Sydney, Australia.TURN TO SIEGE, PAGE A7
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‘Far more 
than a 

100-year 
storm’

Healdsburg has seen periodic 
flooding in the past, but the del-
uge that hit downtown last week 
and overwhelmed Foss Creek 
occurs less frequently than once 
in 100 years, city officials said 
Monday.

“I can’t ever remember this 
much water in this amount of  
time,” said Councilman Gary 
Plass, a 58-year resident of  
Healdsburg. “It’s something re-
ally unprecedented for our com-
munity.”

In a 24-hour period that end-
ed Thursday afternoon, Healds-
burg experienced a whopping 
8.4 inches of  rain. About 6 of  
those inches fell in a 12- to 14-
hour period, City Manager Da-
vid Mickaelian told the City 
Council.

“What people have to remem-
ber is when you receive that 
volume of  rain in that period 
of  time, it just overwhelms the 
system,” he said. “It’s too much 
water in a short amount of  time 
and that’s what we saw.”

Two large detention ponds 
designed to catch overflow from 
Foss Creek quickly reached ca-
pacity and spilled over. The re-
sult was widespread downtown 
flooding that sent water into a 
multiblock area of  Healdsburg 
Avenue and Grove Street, turn-
ing the Safeway parking lot into 
a lake and inundating some cars 
to their windows and higher.

Despite preparing for the 
storm with sand bags and plas-
tic tarps, at least two dozen busi-
nesses had inside water damage 
along a two-block stretch of  
Healdsburg Avenue north of  
the plaza as the water invaded, 
sometimes ankle deep or more. 
Some businesses in an industri-
al park on Mill Street also suf-
fered the same fate.

The parking lot behind City 
Hall was waist-high, forcing wa-
ter into the city’s planning and 
building department and forc-
ing the closure of  adjacent City 
Hall. The Fire Department also 
was flooded, including sleeping 
quarters. Firefighters have had 
to make due with sleeping in the 
fire engine bays the past several 
nights, but the city was planning 
to bring in trailers for them.

In an interview Monday, city 
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Healdsburg officials say 
so much rain in such short 
time overwhelmed system


