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Regina Legoski checks out the flooded neighborhood from her neighbors’ front yard Thursday at Flores Avenue in Rohnert Park.

A motorist fords Green Valley Road in Graton on Thursday.

Major storm hits

An atmospheric river dumped rain 
Thursday across the North Coast in the 
most significant storm of the season, flood-
ing roads, toppling trees, causing power 
failures and causing vehicle spin-outs and 
strandings.

The National Weather Service issued a 
flash flood warning for southeastern Sono-
ma County and northern Marin County 
until 5:15 p.m. as creek gauges rose above 
flood stage, particularly in Petaluma, Agua 
Caliente, Rohnert Park, Sebastopol and 
areas around the Laguna de Santa Rosa. 
Low-lying roadways also flooded.

The heavy rainfall and wind lasted 
much of the day before dissipating as the 
fast-moving storm continued on its south-
ward course. 

This morning, things should be back to 
a semblance of  normal, with perhaps some 
drizzle before things dry out.

The forecast for the coming week calls 
for mostly dry weather but freezing morn-
ing temperatures are expected over the 
weekend and into Monday in the North 
Bay.

The California Highway Patrol said the 
storm flooded over 30 roads in Sonoma 
County and there were about 15 crashes in 
a five-hour period Thursday morning, but 

none with serious injuries.
The rain did, however, brighten the re-

gion’s water picture and improve prospects 
of  ending a stubborn drought.

There were three main power failures, 
according to PG&E spokeswoman Deanna 
Contreras. The first, at The Sea Ranch, 
began just after 7:30 a.m., affecting 290 cus-

tomers. Power was restored about 2:15 p.m.
In Rohnert Park, 327 customers lost 

power just after 2 p.m. By 9 p.m., three 
customers were still without power. And in 
Cazadero, where 282 customers lost power 
when a downed tree hit electric lines,  

FLOODED STREETS » Motorists warned to avoid swamped roads
By JULIE JOHNSON AND CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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“We were dreaming of a wet winter and it looks like that’s coming true.” 
BRAD SHERWOOD, spokesman for the Sonoma County Water Agency

NEW YORK — Investors are 
pushing U.S. stock markets to 
new heights in what some are 
calling the “Trump rally,” antic-
ipating that the president-elect 
will work with the Republi-
can-led Congress to lower taxes 

and pass more business-friendly 
policies.

In the five weeks since Donald 
Trump’s surprise win, traders 
have rushed into the market, 
accelerating gains that have 
been building all year. Their 
enthusiasm had the Dow Jones 
industrial average flirting with 
a record-high 20,000 mark that 
once would have seemed unat-
tainable in 2016.

For now, many are willing to 
look past potential stumbling 
blocks that lie ahead for the U.S. 

economy. The Federal Reserve, 
for instance, is beginning to 
raise interest rates — it bumped 
up a key lending rate Wednes-
day, a move that traditionally 
has added costs for businesses 
— and the global economy is 
bracing for Britain’s pending 
departure from the European 
Union.

There’s also the risk that 
Trump could disrupt global 
trade with protectionist policies, 

Investors proving bullish on Trump
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RALLY » For the short 
term, stocks rising, but 
some see warning signs
By RENAE MERLE
WASHINGTON POST

President-elect 
Donald Trump 
speaks during 
a rally at the 
Giant Center 
on Thursday  
in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. 
The stock 
market 
has rallied 
following 
Trump’s 
surprise win.
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Home 
prices 
up, less 
inventory 

The Sonoma County real es-
tate market is ending 2016 much 
as the year began, with higher 
home prices but fewer properties 
being listed for sale.

Fewer homes on the market 
has led a slight dip in sales, ac-
cording to The Press Democrat’s 
monthly housing report, com-
piled by Pacific Union Interna-
tional senior vice president Rick 
Laws.

So far this year, buyers have 
purchased 4,345 single-family 
homes, compared to 4,441 for 
the same period in 2015. That 
amounts to a decline of  2 percent.

“It would be nice to have more 
homes to sell,” said Glenn Ge-
phart, general manager and an 
owner of  Century 21 Alliance in 

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

REAL ESTATE » County 
sales drop 2 percent  
over the past year
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Rewriting 
DNA may 
be key to 
rejuvenation

At the Salk Institute in La Jolla 
scientists are trying to get time to 
run backward.

Biological time, that is. In the 
first attempt to reverse aging by 
reprogramming the genome, they 
have rejuvenated the organs of  
mice and lengthened their life 
spans by 30 percent. The tech-
nique, which requires genetic 
engineering, cannot be applied 
directly to people, but the achieve-
ment points toward better under-
standing of  human aging and the 
possibility of  rejuvenating hu-
man tissues by other means.

The Salk team’s discovery, re-
ported in the Thursday issue of  
the journal Cell, is “novel and 
exciting,” said Jan Vijg, an expert 

By NICHOLAS WADE
NEW YORK TIMES
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A NEW YEAR'S EVENT 
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