’TIS THE SEASON
FOR LIGHTS »

SEASONAL COMFORT WITHOUT FEAR »

Tips on how to make holiday candle
lighting traditions a bit safer. D1

Coffey Park
neighbors hope
to bring joy with
bright, colorful
displays. A3

FIERCE SOCCER RIVALS SET TO FACE OFF »

Montgomery, Maria Carrillo girls squads
competing today in Santa Rosa. C1

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

GOP tax plan expected to pass
Rubio’s demand for
bigger child tax credit
met, key votes secured
By DAMIAN PALETTA, ERICA
WERNER AND JEFF STEIN
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republicans secured
enough support Friday to pass
their massive tax plan, a measure that would deliver a major
legislative victory to President

Donald Trump and his GOP
allies and make tax changes affecting nearly every American
family and business.
Passage appeared certain after two critical holdouts, Sens.
Marco Rubio, R-Florida, and
Bob Corker, R-Tennessee, said
they would vote for the bill next
week.
Rubio was the key piece of a
complicated and shifting political puzzle that the White House
and GOP leaders spent months
trying to solve, as all Democrats

vowed to oppose the bill and a
handful of Republicans made
strident demands.
The Florida Republican insisted on an expansion of the
child tax credit in exchange
for his vote, and GOP leaders
relented, growing a benefit for
working-class families. Corker’s
support was unexpected, as he
had opposed an earlier version
of the tax bill two weeks ago
amid concerns about its additions to the deficit.
But Friday he said he viewed

the bill as a “once-in-a generation opportunity” that, combined with changes to immigration and trade policy, would
help the economy.
The bill would push into law
a $1.5 trillion tax package that
was mostly written by Republicans behind closed doors and
with little public debate.
If passed, the measure would
represent Trump’s first major
legislative victory. It includes an
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KEEPING WITH TRADITION » Family, hoping to spread goodness,
takes photographs at site of their home destroyed by Tubbs fire

Merry Christmas
from the Havstads

Marco
Rubio
Florida senator
negotiated
expanded child
tax credit and will
vote for the plan.

Bob
Corker
Tennessee
senator, formerly
a holdout, has
agreed to support
the tax plan.

Trump
criticizes
FBI’s
conduct
President says he wants
to ‘rebuild’ agency,
praises police officers
By ANNE GEARAN
AND DEVLIN BARRETT
WASHINGTON POST

QUANTICO, Virginia — President Donald Trump said Friday there is tremendous anger
over what he called the FBI’s
“disgraceful” behavior, taking
aim at the bureau just before he
appeared at its training facility
to praise the nation’s police officers.
“It’s a shame what’s happened
with the FBI,” the president told
reporters as he prepared to depart the White House for a ceremony at the FBI’s National Academy, where more than 200 law
enforcement officers graduated
from a program that imparts FBI
expertise and standards.
“We’re going to rebuild the
FBI,” Trump said. “It’ll be bigger and better than ever. But
it is very sad when you look
at those documents, and how
they’ve done that is really, really
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BIRTH CONTROL

DEREK COLEMAN

Eric Havstad, from left, Debbie Havstad, Chloe Fenton, Erin Havstad, Derek Havstad, Amy Carpenter-Havstad and Evan Havstad gather for a
Christmas card picture in front of the fireplace of their burned-down Mark West Springs home.
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

W

hen Christmas comes
to the Havstad family,
it means matriarch
Debbie Havstad’s breakfast of
monkey bread and quiche (she
serves fresh fruit, too, but no
one eats that). It means family
gifts of pajamas on Christmas
Eve, with everyone expected to
wear them while opening presents. It means the Havstads’
tree, bedecked with ornaments
passed down through generations and collected from her
own Christmas celebrations
over the years.
But this year, things will be
different for three generations
of Havstads so used to their
holiday traditions. On Oct. 9,

Debbie, 66, and her husband,
Eric Havstad, 67, lost their
Mark West Springs home of
38 years, and their 22 bins
of Christmas decorations —
reduced to ash and melted
plastic when the Tubbs fire
tore through their home on
Michele Way.
So the family decided to do
something it doesn’t usually
do — send out Christmas
cards. The setting for the family photo? Where else, but the
rubble-filled lot that used to
be the family home, stockings
hung by the chimney with
care.
“I saw it as funny, but I also
saw it as us making the best
out of a bad situation and
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Court blocks
Trump’s order
on coverage
By ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Debbie Havstad, center, daughter Erin Havstad, left, and granddaughter
Chloe Fenton, hung their Christmas stockings on the fireplace at the
home they are renting in Cloverdale.

“We had more fun taking those pictures than we’ve ever had taking
a family Christmas photo. We were just laughing the whole time.”
ERIN HAVSTAD, Mark West Springs resident on photo taken at the site of the family’s burned home for their Christmas card

WASHINGTON — A federal
court on Friday blocked Trump
administration rules that made
it easier for employers to deny
insurance coverage of contraceptives for women.
Judge Wendy Beetlestone of
U.S. District Court in Philadelphia issued a preliminary injunction, saying the rules contradicted the text of the Affordable Care
Act by allowing many employers
to opt out of providing contraceptive coverage if they had religious or moral objections.
In the lawsuit, filed by the state
of Pennsylvania, the judge said
the rules would cause irreparable harm because tens of thousands of women would lose contraceptive coverage.
The Affordable Care Act contains no statutory language allowing federal agencies to create
such “sweeping exemptions” to
the law’s requirements to cover
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