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Zinke resigns 
under cloud 
of inquiries 

Interior Secretary Ryan Zin-
ke, a key figure in President 
Donald Trump’s sweeping plan 
to reshape the nation’s environ-
mental framework, resigned 
under pressure on Saturday as 

he faces nu-
merous ethics 
investigations 
into his busi-
ness dealings, 
travel and poli-
cy decisions.

“ S e c re t a r y 
of  the Interior  
@ Rya n Z i n ke 
will be leaving 
the Adminis-

tration at the end of  the year af-
ter having served for a period of  
almost two years,” Trump wrote 
on Twitter. “Ryan has accom-
plished much during his ten-
ure and I want to thank him for 
his service to our Nation.” The 
president said he would name a 
replacement this coming week.

By JULIE TURKEWITZ  
AND CORAL DAVENPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Dems 
pledge  
to guard 
coverage 

WASHINGTON — The deci-
sion by a federal judge in Texas 
to strike down all of  the Afford-
able Care Act has thrust the vol-
atile debate over health care onto 
center stage in a newly divided 
capital, imperiling the insurance 
coverage of  millions of  Ameri-
cans while delivering a possible 
policy opening to Democrats.

After campaigning vigorously 
on a pledge to protect patients 
with pre-existing medical con-
ditions — a promise that helped 
return them to the House major-
ity they had lost in 2010 — Dem-
ocrats vowed to move swiftly to 
defend the law and to safeguard 
its protections.

On the defensive, Republicans 
campaigning this fall promised 
that they too backed the health 
law’s protections for people with 
pre-existing medical conditions. 
But the Texas ruling illustrated 
the fruits — and possible perils — 
of  their long-running campaign, 

Texas judge’s ruling won’t 
survive Supreme Court, 
legal experts say
By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO COVERAGE  » PAGE A2

HEALTH CARE LAW

Deal keeps Paris pact alive

KATOWICE, Poland — Wea-
ry climate negotiators limped 
across the finish line Saturday 
after days of  round-the-clock 
talks, striking a deal that keeps 
the world moving forward with 
plans to curb carbon emissions. 
But the agreement fell well 

short of  the breakthrough that 
scientists — and many of  the 
conference’s own participants 
— say is needed to avoid the cat-
aclysmic impacts of  a warming 
planet.

The deal struck Saturday at a 
global conference in the heart of  
Polish coal country, where some 
25,000 delegates had gathered, 
adds legal flesh to the bones of  
the 2015 Paris agreement, set-
ting the rules of  the road for 
how nearly 200 countries cut 
their production of  greenhouse 
gases and monitor each other’s 
progress.

The agreement also prods 
countries to step up their ambi-
tion in fighting climate change, 
a recognition of  the fact that the 
world’s efforts have not gone 
nearly far enough. But, like the 
landmark 2015 agreement in 
Paris, it does not bind countries 
to hit their targets. And observ-
ers questioned whether it was 
sufficient given the extraordi-
nary stakes.

“We are driven by our sense 
of  humanity and commitment 
to the well-being of  the Earth 

KAROLINA JONDERKO / NEW YORK TIMES

Dignitaries embrace at the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
on Saturday in Katowice, Poland. Leaders from nearly 200 countries 
reached a deal on Saturday to keep the Paris climate agreement alive.

By BRADY DENNIS, GRIFF 
WITTE AND CHRIS MOONEY
WASHINGTON POST

CLIMATE TALKS » 200 
countries no longer held  
to hitting emission targets
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Counties marked by 
massive burn zones

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ROAD ON RIDGE: High Valley Road above Clearlake Oaks cuts through the Ranch fire burn zone Thursday in the Mendocino National Forest. Because the Mendocino 
Complex fire, which included the Ranch and River blazes, burned in rural areas, the inferno destroyed 157 homes and 123 other structures this summer. 

Extending north of  Clear Lake across 
nearly 1 million acres of  mountain-
ous terrain folded into steep slopes 

and canyons, the Mendocino National 
Forest has long served as both playground 
and sanctuary, an expanse of  wildland cut 
by boulder-strewn streams and covered in 
chaparral, forest and meadows.

But much of  that once lush landscape is 
now bare and blackened, a scorched shad-
ow left by flames that ran roughshod over 
eastern Mendocino County and northern 
Lake County in two separate fires sparked 
on the same day in late July.

Other wildfires have shocked and dev-
astated California of  late, including the 
North Bay’s 2017 infernos and November’s 
Camp fire in Butte County, the deadliest, 
most destructive wildfire ever recorded in 
the state.

But the Mendocino Complex fire 
remains the largest in California history, 
blackening more than 700 square miles of  
land — an area so large that if  placed on a 
map of  the urban Bay Area it would span 
from San Francisco to the outskirts of  the 
East Bay and down the peninsula to South 
Bay, blotting out a region home to millions 
of  people.

But because it burned in rural territory, 
the Mendocino Complex fire destroyed 
relatively few homes — 157 — along with  
123 other structures. A Utah firefighter 
was killed in August battling the Ranch 
fire, the  larger of  the two blazes. The 

causes remain under investigation.
It took more than seven weeks to con-

tain the fire complex, at an estimated cost 
of  more than $200 million. Three months 
later, the scars on the land have just begun 
to heal. While impressive from the ground, 
the extent of  the burn zone is overwhelm-
ing when witnessed aloft. Ridge after fire-
scorched ridge stretches to the horizon. 

“It is shocking when you’re up in the air. 
It is just huge,” said Mendocino National 
Forest Supervisor Supervisor Ann Carl-
son. “Even when you’re driving around it, 
you’re like, ‘Wow. This is still the same fire 
over here, too.’”

Some isolated areas of  green have begun 

REPEATED DESTRUCTION: Cheryl Carr, standing on her property Friday, lost her home near Upper Lake in the 
fire. Her land was burned by the Fork fire in 1996, the Elk fire in 2015 and the Ranch fire this year.

INSIDE Photos capture the scope of destruction left in the Mendocino Complex fire’s wake / A14

MENDOCINO COMPLEX FIRE » SCARRED LANDSCAPE

Authorities taking steps to prevent erosion as residents ponder rebuilding
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“It is shocking when you’re up in the air. It is just huge. Even when you’re 
driving around it, you’re like, ‘Wow. This is still the same fire over here, too.’ ”
ANN CARLSON, Mendocino National Forest Supervisor about the scope of the Mendocino Complex fire


