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Sonoma County home buyers in 
November signed the most purchase 
agreements for the month in four 
years, a sign to brokers that demand 
remains relatively strong at the end 
of  the year.

Buyers and sellers signed 394 con-
tracts last month, an increase of  
more than 12 percent from a year ear-
lier, according to The Press Demo-
crat’s monthly housing report, com-
piled by Pacific Union International 
Vice President Rick Laws. That was 
the most since November 2011, when 
449 purchase agreements were put 
together.

However, the number of  complet-
ed sales last month occurred at a 
slower pace, one that appears more 
in keeping with the autumn housing 
market. Buyers took possession of  

365 single-family homes last month, 
an increase of  1 percent from No-
vember 2014.

“The buyers are still out there late 
in the year,” Laws said, pointing to 
the large number of  deals made last 
month.

Nonetheless, sales are expect-
ed to keep falling over the next few 
months. This is partly because few-
er sellers put homes on the market 
in late fall, part of  a typical pattern 
that sees new listings rise sharply in 
spring and decline markedly in au-
tumn and winter.

Also, not all signed sale agree-
ments will result in completed trans-
actions. Some of  the contracts signed 
in November will fall through, while 
others will be completed this month 
or early next year.

The county’s median single-fami-
ly home price remained essentially 
flat in November at $528,000. The 
median this year peaked in June at 
$546,000 and last month remained 
nearly 10 percent higher than a year 
earlier in November.

November purchase deals 
in county at 4-year high, 
though median price flat
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HEALING PUP: Dawn Justice this week plays with Tallulah, a 1½-year-old pit bull terrier she adopted from the Sonoma County Animal Shelter in September. Once 
Tallulah was home, Justice discovered that what was initially diagnosed at the shelter as a soft-tissue injury actually was a fractured left front leg requiring surgery.

Who pays the vet bill?

D awn Justice and her husband took 
a chance on the pit bull when they 
adopted her from Sonoma Coun-

ty’s animal shelter in September.
The dog reportedly had been owned by 

a gang member brought up on murder 
charges. She was pregnant when she 
entered the Century Court shelter and she 
walked with a limp, something Justice, 
a Santa Rosa yoga teacher and longtime 
shelter volunteer, noticed when the couple 
agreed to foster the pit bull after she gave 
birth to a litter of  puppies.

Shelter veterinarians determined the 

dog was suffering a minor soft-tissue 
injury before declaring her healthy 
for adoption. But at her new home, the 
newly anointed “Tallulah Blockhead” still 
showed signs of  distress while making 
mischief  with her owners’ two other pit 
bulls.

“As soon as she started running for the 
ball, she was limping again,” Justice said.

The wound has festered into a full-
blown dispute that reveals broader issues 
with pet adoptions in Sonoma County.

The couple discovered after taking 
Tallulah to their own vet that she has a 
fractured leg. They suspect the injury was 
misdiagnosed by shelter veterinarians 
prior to the adoption. But so far, their 

demand that the county help cover the 
$1,200 surgery bill has been met with solid 
resistance.

The dispute encompasses more than one 
dog. All shelters, and everyone who adopts 
a new companion from one, must contend 
with the possibility that at some point, the 
animal might be stricken with a previous-
ly undiagnosed ailment, or develop a new 
one. The question is: Whose responsibility 
is it to pay for treatment?

A review of  policies at shelters around 
the North Bay reveals there is no consis-
tency in addressing that particular con-
cern. Some shelters set a timeline before 

WATCH SONOMA COUNTY » Dog’s adopted owner 
wants shelter to help cover animal’s $1,200 surgery
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Fed Chair Janet Yellen

Era ends 
at Fed 
with rate 
increase

WASHINGTON — The Fed-
eral Reserve’s move to raise its 
benchmark lending rate marks 
the end of  an era, putting in 
the past a rate that had been 
anchored around zero since De-
cember 2008.

The quarter-point hike in the 
federal funds rate Wednesday, 
the first such hike since June 
2006, marks the start of  a return 
to economic normalcy.

The Fed’s benchmark rate in-
fluences loans as short as three 
months and as long as three de-
cades. The hike represents the 
first of  an expected slow-but-
steady climb in borrowing costs 
across the economy over the 
next few years.

It also closes a chapter in 
which, from 2008 until Wednes-
day, the Fed threw everything 
but the kitchen sink at the U.S. 
economy in hopes of  staving off 
a financial collapse and shorten-
ing the time it took to get back to 
recovery.

“The Fed’s decision today re-
flects our confidence in the U.S. 
economy, that we believe we’ve 
seen substantial improvements 
in labor market conditions,” 
Federal Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen said in a news conference.

Aside from holding its bench-

Yellen says quarter-point 
hike reflects confidence 
in US economy’s strength 
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BIG, BRIGHT IDEA » Sonoma entrepreneur brings 
football-sized Christmas lights to market.   B8

SONOMA OUTDOORS » There are all sorts of ways 
to enjoy the snow already blanketing Tahoe.   D1

SANTA ROSA
High 55, Low 43

THE WEATHER, C8

Benefield C1
Business B8
Cohn C1
Comics B6
Crossword B5

Movies D2
Obituaries B3
Smith A3
State news B4
TV B7

©2015 The Press Democrat

WORRY OVER TOY: Reports 
of “hoverboards” sparking 
fires stir concerns on 
North Coast, beyond  / A3

INSIDE

Struggling school to get sweet holiday treat

A huge package of  sweet holiday cheer 
whisked off Wednesday from downtown 
Santa Rosa, bound for a low-income school 
in the Southern California desert, thanks 
to a Sonoma couple touched by the plight 
of  the school’s struggling town and its res-
idents.

Shipped by FedEx, a pallet of  580 cup-

cakes from Sift Dessert Bar should arrive 
today at Sea View Elementary School in 
Salton City, to be handed out during the 
school’s holiday assembly Friday.

The cupcakes are the work of  Sift Dessert 
Bar in Santa Rosa. But Cee Cee Ponicsan 
had the Santa-like idea to see if  she could 
get something fun to eat into the hands of  
the school’s 500-plus students and staff.

“When I thought about what made kids 
happy, they love cupcakes, they just love 
them,” Cee Cee Ponicsan said Wednesday.

The cupcakes are the latest gift she and 
husband Darryl Ponicsan have sent to the 
school. Recently they sent boxes of  books, 

PONICSAN FAMILY

Cee Cee and Darryl Ponicsan of Sonoma, the pair 
behind the donation of cupcakes to a Salton City 
school, also have sent books and other items.
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Sonoma couple sends nearly 
600 cupcakes from SR shop to 
students, staff at Salton City site


