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VIKINGS EDGE CARDINALS » 
Montgomery tops Newman 
in early season matchup.   C1

ANNUAL GIVEAWAY » Rohnert 
Park businessman gives 
bikes to kids in need.   A3

END OF AN ERA » Longtime 
Rancho Cotate football coach 
Ed Conroy retiring.   C1

Singer-songwriter Linda 
Stonestreet began com-
posing music while she 

was in junior high school. It 
became her passion, but she left 
home at age 16, dropped out of  
high school and life took her 
in directions that for decades 
relegated that love of  music to a 
part-time, after-work gig.

“Life just takes you where it 
takes you,” said Stonestreet, 
who also plays acoustic and 
electric guitar. “I tried to be an 
artist as best I could but I was 
really afraid to be broke.”

Now 52 and retired since 
February, she’s busily making 
up for lost time, writing and 
performing locally and abroad, 
delving into acting and movie 
soundtracks and producing her 
third album.

“I’m fully dedicated to music 
now,” Stonestreet said.

Her newfound focus comes 
in time to take full advantage 
of  what could be her big break. 
One of  her songs, “Christmas 
Time,” is among 29 released late 
last month by Amazon Music 
on its original “Acoustic Christ-
mas” song list.

“This is exposure she would 
not have been able to garner 
herself,” said Kristen Madsen, 
of  Creative Sonoma, a coun-
ty agency that promotes and 
nurtures local artists and was 
instrumental in convincing 
Amazon to this year include a 
Sonoma County musician on 
its holiday playlist of  songs by 
independent artists.

The exposure also is benefi-
cial to the Sonoma County art 
scene, which, despite a plethora 
of  talent, is not yet as widely 
recognized as it deserves, she 
said.

Stonestreet was at a Creative 
Sonoma spring music event and 
industry conference when an 
Amazon representative made 
a pitch for Christmas songs. It 
turned out she already had one 
written, recorded and ready 

A new study that found pay-
day lenders are concentrated in 
poorer areas of  California is fu-
eling calls from consumer advo-
cates for tighter regulations on 
the state’s 2,000 short-term loan 
stores.

More than 60 percent of  the 
state’s payday stores are located 
in ZIP codes with family pover-
ty rates above the state average, 
according to an analysis by the 

state Department of  Business 
Oversight, which regulates the 
industry. The study, issued this 
month, matched 2014 Census 
Bureau data with the location of  
payday stores in California as of  
March.

In Sonoma County, more than 
40 percent of  the area’s 17 pay-
day lending storefronts were 
located in three Santa Rosa ZIP 
codes where poverty rates are 
higher than the county average, 
according to the department. 

The agency will use the find-
ings as it considers regulatory 
changes that, if  implemented, 
would prevent borrowers from 
taking out more than one pay-
day loan at a time. To assist 
with that effort, the department 

may also call for a database that 
would track payday lending 
transactions in real time.

Payday lenders made 12.3 mil-
lion loans in California in 2015 
totaling $4.2 billion, state regu-
lators reported last July. Bor-
rowers took out 6.5 loans, on 
average, during the year.

The pattern of  repeat loans, 
combined with the concentra-
tion of  payday lenders in poor 
communities, is significant, 
department spokesman Tom 
Dresslar said.

“When you combine the fact 
that repeat customers are a 
significant part of  the business 
model in California with the 

Payday lenders in poorer areas
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Sebastopol singer Linda Stonestreet’s song “Christmas Time” will be featured on this year’s Amazon playlist 
of local musicians. Recently retired, she is now focusing totally on music.

Singer-songwriter ready 
to hit the high notes

SEBASTOPOL » Is Christmas tune her big break?
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The California Check Cashing Stores on Steele Lane in Santa Rosa is one 
of 17 lenders located in areas with poverty rates over the county rate.

County’s concentration 
of stores in low-income 
areas reflects state trend
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FBI 
agrees 
with CIA 
on hacks

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc-
tor James Comey and Director 
of  National Intelligence James 
Clapper Jr. are in agreement 
with a CIA as-
sessment that 
Russia inter-
vened in the 
2016 election 
in part to help 
Donald Trump 
win the White 
House, officials 
disclosed Friday, as President 
Barack Obama issued a public 
warning to Moscow that it could 
face retaliation.

New revelations about Com-
ey’s position could put to rest 
suggestions by some lawmakers 
that the CIA and the FBI weren’t 
on the same page on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s in-
tentions.

Russia has denied being 
behind the cyber-intrusions, 
which targeted the Democrat-

Intelligence agencies and 
Comey concur Russia 
sought to elect Trump
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SUSPECTS APPREHENDED: 
Santa Rosa police arrest 
pair in connection with 
string of thefts in county 
classrooms  / A3

INSIDE

FREE CARRIAGE RIDES 
from the Depot (weather permitting)

This Weekend 11- 4 Christmas Eve 11-3
visit us at:  

Create your Holiday Traditions 
in Historic Railroad Square

Shop           Dine                     Enjoy!


