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Jerry Osterberg, right, and Brian Graham head toward the parking lot of the Samuel L. Jones Hall homeless shelter Sunday in Santa Rosa. Graham, 
who is preparing for knee surgery, complained of substandard conditions including rain leaking onto the beds, lack of heat and no windows.

Wet wait for shelter aid
Sonoma County’s landmark $12 million in anti-homelessness funds 
will start flowing in mid-2019, but advocates plead for urgent action  

A Sonoma County group tasked with 
curbing homelessness moved ahead on a 
plan, requesting more than $12 million in 
state funding for future shelter projects 
and street-level services, even as residents 
and some of  its members demanded more 
immediate action. 

Tentatively named Home Sonoma Coun-
ty, the fledgling group made up of  local 
government and housing officials and ad-
vocates met for the first time last week. 
Formed after a county consultant in 2017 
found local efforts to address homeless-

ness were fragmented, it’s meant to pro-
vide more coherent leadership in tackling 
the problem.

“For once, we are going to do this work in 
a coordinated fashion,” said Margaret Van 
Vliet, executive director of  the Sonoma 
County Community Development Com-
mission, who shepherded county leaders 
through the first-of-its-kind meeting.

Home Sonoma County is led by a 
nine-person council that includes a former-
ly homeless person, two Sonoma County 
supervisors, two Santa Rosa City Council 
members, a Petaluma councilman, an as-
sistant city manager from Rohnert Park, 
and officials with Burbank Housing and 

the U.S. Department of  Veterans Affairs. 
The five elected officials are a new wrinkle 
to Sonoma County’s Continuum of  Care 
program, one meant to keep the major lo-
cal governments on the same page as they 
explore regional measures to reduce home-
lessness.

About 3,000 homeless people were count-
ed in a point-in-time census earlier this 
year, with dozens citing the October 2017 
wildfires as the primary reason they were 
homeless.

In its first meeting that ran for nearly 
three hours, Home Sonoma County agreed 
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Talks planned on Lopez case

For the second week in a row, the 
Sonoma County Board of  Supervi-
sors is scheduled to hold a discussion 
behind closed doors about the high-
est profile civil rights lawsuit lodged 
against the county, one brought by 

the family of  Andy Lopez, the Santa 
Rosa teen shot and killed by a sher-
iff’s deputy in 2013. 

The lawsuit, which has been wind-
ing its way through the federal court 
system for five years, alleges Lopez’s 
death resulted from a violation of  
constitutional limits on police au-
thority, naming both the county and 
then-deputy Erik Gelhaus, now a 
sergeant, as defendants.

County officials have declined to 
say what they plan to discuss in the 
closed-session meeting on Tuesday. 
A board discussion about the Lopez 

family’s lawsuit was postponed from 
last week. 

The meeting comes more than 
five months after the county lost its 
last battle to stave off a trial when 
the U.S. Supreme Court declined to 
review the county’s petition to give 
Gelhaus immunity from civil liabil-
ity in the fatal shooting. That deci-
sion paved the way for a jury trial 
scheduled for July. 

Board Chairman James Gore, who 
helps set the supervisors’ meeting 
agenda, insisted that even he was not 
fully briefed by the County Coun-

sel’s Office on the purpose of  Tues-
day’s meeting. 

“My sincere hope is that we’re in a 
position to do the right thing,” Gore 
said in a text message. “ I will make 
sure I provide comment when we 
come out of  closed session and can 
talk more when I know more.”

As with most civil rights lawsuits 
alleging government misconduct, 
settlement talks have occurred be-
tween the two sides. 

The amount of  money at stake if  

Supervisors to hold closed 
session on civil rights suit 
over deputy’s killing of boy
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Andy Lopez
Santa Rosa teen 
carrying airsoft 
gun killed by 
Sonoma County 
deputy in 2013.

Russia’s 
vast plot 
to sway 
US voters

WASHINGTON — A report 
prepared for the Senate that 
provides the most sweeping 
analysis yet of  Russia’s disin-
formation campaign around 
the 2016 election found the op-
eration used every major social 
media platform to deliver words, 
images and videos tailored to 
voters’ interests to help elect 
President Donald Trump — and 
worked even harder to support 
him while in office.

The report, a draft of  which 
was obtained by the Washington 
Post, is the first to study the mil-
lions of  posts provided by major 
technology firms to the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, led by 
Sens. Richard Burr, R-North 
Carolina, its chairman, and 
Mark Warner of  Virginia, its 
ranking Democrat. The biparti-
san panel hasn’t said whether it 
endorses the findings. It plans to 
release it publicly along with an-
other study later this week.

The research — by Oxford 
University’s Computation-
al Propaganda Project and 
Graphika, a network analysis 
firm — offers new details on 
how Russians working at the In-
ternet Research Agency, which 
U.S. officials have charged with 
criminal offenses for meddling 
in the 2016 campaign, sliced 
Americans into key interest 
groups for the purpose of  tar-
geting messages. These efforts 
shifted over time, peaking at key 
political moments, such as pres-
idential debates or party con-
ventions, the report found.

The data sets used by the 
researchers were provided by 

Report shows how firm’s 
agents used social media 
to promote Trump
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Netflix sets its sights on Hollywood

As hundreds of  movie buffs wait-
ed in line to see Alfonso Cuarón’s 
“Roma” at the Telluride Film Festi-
val in August, an SUV rolled up and 
a tall, tanned man wearing sunglasses 
stepped out. He smiled and waved be-

fore breezing into the theater with his 
entourage.

“Was that some sort of  celebrity?” 
one ticket holder asked.

Moviegoers may not know Scott Stu-
ber, but he is fast becoming one of  the 
most important — and disruptive — 
people in the film business. A former 
Universal Pictures vice chairman, 
Stuber, 50, is Netflix’s movie chief. His 
mandate is to make the streaming ser-
vice’s original film lineup as formida-
ble as its television operation, which 
received 112 Emmy nominations this 

year, the most of  any network.
With the rapturously reviewed 

“Roma,” which arrived on Netflix on 
Friday, Stuber has pushed the inter-
net giant into the center of  the Oscar 
race. Cuarón’s subtle film about life in 
1970s Mexico City is likely to give Net-
flix its first best-picture nomination. 
To make sure, the company is backing 
“Roma” with perhaps the most ex-
travagant Academy Awards campaign 
ever mounted.

PHILIP CHEUNG / NEW YORK TIMES

Scott Stuber, the head of the movie division at  
Netflix, at the company’s offices in Los Angeles 
earlier this month. 
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Streaming service now able  
to produce 50 movies a year 
featuring top stars, directors


