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JACKSON BUYS SOUTH AFRICAN VINEYARD:  
Santa Rosa vintner continues expansion with 
deal for 20 acres outside of  Cape Town / E1
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49ERS CUT McDONALD
Veteran player under investigation for sexual assault Sports

COURTING HARBAUGH
Report: Michigan offering coach top-paid college post Sports

ANDY’S PARK A STEP 
CLOSER TO REALITY
County to pay owner’s back 
taxes, acquire land where 
SR teen was killed  Empire

US will restore full 
relations with Cuba

MORE ON US-CUBA RELATIONS
Crowds in Havana and Miami react to announcements from the 
Cuban and American presidents; a timeline of key events / A3
What the new access to Cuban market means for American farmers, 
energy producers, travel companies and others / E1
Major League Baseball tracking issue of improved relations with 
Cuba, not expecting immediate impact on sport / C4

DESMOND BOYLAN / Associated Press

Tourists in a classic American car drive by a billboard showing the “Cuban Five” on Wednesday In Havana, Cuba. The billboard reads in 
Spanish “End the injustice. Freedom now.” In a prisoner swap, the U.S. sent back three Cuban spies,  members of the “Cuban Five.”

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama on Wednesday or-
dered the restoration of  full diplo-
matic relations with Cuba and the 
opening of  an embassy in Havana 
for the first time in more than a 
half-century as he vowed to “cut 
loose the shackles of  the past” and 
sweep aside one of  the last vestiges 
of  the Cold War.

The surprise announcement 
came at the end of  18 months of  
secret negotiations that produced 
a prisoner swap brokered with 
the help of  Pope Francis and con-
cluded by a telephone call between 
Obama and President Raúl Castro.

The historic deal broke an en-
during stalemate between two 
countries divided by just 90 miles 
of  water but oceans of  mistrust 
and hostility dating from the days 
of  Theodore Roosevelt’s charge 
up San Juan Hill and the nuclear 
brinkmanship of  the Cuban mis-

STEPHEN CROWLEY / New York Times 

Alan Gross, an American who was released after being 
detained in Cuba since 2009, is joined by his wife, Judy, 
at a news conference Wednesday in Washington.

SURPRISE DEAL:  
Secret negotiations 
led to prisoner swap 

made with pope’s help
By PETER BAKER

NEW YORK TIMES
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NORTH COAST:  
Residents say change 
will boost family ties, 

business opportunities 
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

President Barack Obama’s move 
to restore diplomatic relations with 
Cuba came as a welcome surprise 
Wednesday for many residents in 
the North Bay with ties to the is-
land nation. 

Many praised the president’s 
action, saying it would strength-
en familial ties, as well as bene-
fit wine grape growers and other 
area businesses seeking to open up 
trade in Cuba. In addition to easing 
travel for family members, the pol-
icy changes are expected to boost 
exports to the small communist 
country. 

“This is going to expedite the 
process to sell wine and other prod-
ucts coming out of  the North Bay,” 
said Darius Anderson, a Sonoma 
Valley resident, lobbyist and de-
veloper who founded the nonprof-
it Californians Building Bridges. 
The organization is dedicated to 
humanitarian programs and peo-
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Sony 
cancels 

film amid 
threats

NEW YORK — Under the 
threat of  terrorist attacks from 
hackers and with the nation’s 
largest multiplex chains pull-
ing the film from their screens, 
Sony Pictures Entertainment 
took the unprecedented step of  
canceling the 
Dec.  25 release 
of  the Seth 
Rogen come-
dy “The Inter-
view.”

The cancel-
lation announced Wednesday 
was a startling blow to the Hol-
lywood studio that has been 
shaken by hacker leaks and 
intimidations over the past sev-
eral weeks by an anonymous 
group calling itself  Guardians 
of  Peace.

A U.S. official said Wednesday 
that federal investigators have 
now connected the Sony hack-
ing to North Korea and may 
make an announcement in the 
near future. The official spoke 
on condition of  anonymity be-
cause the official was not autho-
rized to openly discuss an ongo-
ing criminal case.

Sony said it was canceling 
“The Interview” release “in 
light of  the decision by the ma-
jority of  our exhibitors not to 
show the film.” The studio said 
it respected and shared in the 
exhibitors’ concerns.

“We are deeply saddened at 
this brazen effort to suppress 
the distribution of  a movie, 
and in the process do damage 
to our company, our employ-
ees, and the American public,” 
read the statement. “We stand 
by our filmmakers and their 
right to free expression and are 
extremely disappointed by this 
outcome.”

Studio makes move after 
theaters opt out; official says 
hacking linked to N. Korea

By JAKE COYLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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“These 50 years have 
 shown  that isolation has not 

worked. It’s time for 
a new approach.”

BARACK OBAMA

“As we have reiterated, 
we must learn the art of  

co-existing with our differences 
in a civilized manner …”

RAÚL CASTRO

‘Serial’ podcast 
fans await, 

lament finale

Today looms large for North 
Coast residents who are among 
the legions of  Americans who 
over the past 12 weeks have be-
come part of  a nationwide cul-
tural phenomenon called “Seri-
al.”

The final episode of  the ad-
dicting, true-crime podcast is to 
be released this morning, incit-
ing a jumble of  emotion among 
those whose devotion to the se-
rialized story has made it so im-
mensely popular that some say 
we’re at a tipping point for this 
relatively new medium.

Listeners just say “Serial” is 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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INSIDE
County theater 
owners  react 
to ‘Interview’ 
decision / A7


