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TRAGEDY AT GOAT ROCK: Beach outing turns 
deadly for Santa Rosa family when father, 
6-year-old son drown in surf near Jenner / A6
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LAST-SECOND 
HEROICS »  
Gould boots 
game-winning 
field goal to 
lift 49ers over 
Titans.   B1

HOLIDAY 
MAKEOVERS »  
Haircuts, food, 
clothing donated 
to homeless or 
anyone facing 
hardship.   A3
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Lloyd Davis, owner of Corner 103 in Sonoma, talks to tasting room visitors Debra and Frank Cuthbert, right, and Joe and Jamila Fahs on Friday.

Tasting room timeout
Sonoma joins Healdsburg on roster of Wine Country cities 
limiting proliferation of vino sampling spots on downtown streets

To a pair of  honeymooners from 
Las Vegas stopping at the historic 
Sonoma Plaza last week, the City 

Council’s decision to put a freeze on 
new wine tasting rooms seemed odd.

“Yeah, it does, just because it’s so 
famous for wine,” said Jessie Sarabia, 
30, pausing in front of  Sonoma State 
Historic Park on the Plaza’s north side 
with his wife Hilda, 31, on a brief  wine 
tasting trip.

Could the town that prides itself  
on wine-infused history and culture 
— as the place where the Hungarian 
nobleman Agoston Haraszthy planted 
grapes in 1856 — have too many places 
to sample the fruit of  the vine?

In a move intended to “push the 
pause button,” according to a city plan-
ning staff report, the council voted 4-0 
to immediately freeze a roughly four-
block area around Sonoma’s plaza that 
already has 26 wine tasting rooms and 
five more in the works, with the intent 
to develop tasting room standards by 
next September.

Five years ago, there were 17 tasting 
rooms around the plaza, the report 
said, noting a 35 percent increase in 
them while “traditional retail” shops 

declined by 14 percent, from 63 to 54 
spaces over the same period.

The surge in wine sipping spots has 
driven up retail lease rates as tasting 
rooms can pay a premium for their 
place in the public eye, the report said. 
In 2010, commercial leases ranged from 
$2 to $2.50 per square foot and are now 
in the $6 per square foot range, it said.

Sonoma, the site of  the Bear Flag Re-
volt against Mexican rule in 1846, has 
a history of  concern about the Plaza, 
which surrounds a landmark city hall 
built in the early 20th century with four 
identical sides so it would not offend 
merchants on any one side of  the plaza.

In 2005, concern over a prevalence of  
real estate offices prompted the council 
to require use permits for ground 
floor offices, and in 2012 the city placed 
limits on chain stores to preserve the 
Plaza’s authentic look.

Tasting rooms remained a permitted 
use, meaning there were no restrictions 
on their location. Concern over their 
spread emerged at a council goal-set-
ting retreat in May and culminated in 
the moratorium adopted Dec. 4.

Tommi Hill of  Santa Rosa, sampling 
a newly released champagne Friday on 
a couch in the Corner 103 tasting room 
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Eric Millette, left, and Terry Husebye pass by several 
tasting rooms Friday on East Napa Street in Sonoma.

“I think it’s a good idea to limit tasting rooms.  
You just don’t want it to be saturated.”
TOMMI HILL, Santa Rosa woman wine tasting in Sonoma last week

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

A Bombardier 415 Super 
Scooper drops water Sun-
day in Santa Barbara.

Fight 
shifts 
back to 
Ventura

MONTECITO — The massive 
Thomas fire continued to grow 
Sunday even after an epic battle 
to protect homes along the San-
ta Barbara County coast Satur-
day proved successful despite 
intense winds.

The third-largest wildfire in 
modern California history was 
burning a massive swath from 
Santa Barbara to Ventura, fu-
eled by Santa Ana winds, with 
gusts topping 70 mph early Sun-
day in some valley and moun-
tain areas. The winds dropped 
to about 35 mph later in the day.

As of  Sunday evening, the 
fire was at 270,000 acres and 45 
percent contained, officials said. 
Two homes in the Montecito 
hills were destroyed and about 
a dozen structures damaged 
during Saturday’s flare-up.

A portion of  the city of  San-
ta Barbara was also evacuated 
as a thick plume of  smoke blew 
through city streets. 

But firefighters were able to 
protect about 1,000 structures 
because of  advanced prepara-
tions, officials said.

Fire crews were shifting 
their focus from Santa Barbara 
to Ventura County, where the 
northern edge of  the fire was 
moving east and red-flag condi-
tions were expected to remain 
in place until Sunday night, of-
ficials said. Winds could gust up 
to 55 mph.

In Ventura County, firefight-
ers were concentrating their 
forces in the hills above Fill-
more where the wildfire contin-
ues to burn. Their efforts were 
hampered during the day by dry 
conditions combined with low 
humidity and winds of  about 35 
mph.

Red-flag conditions were 
forecast in the mountains and 
valleys of  Los Angeles County 
through Sunday evening as well 
as parts of  Ventura, Orange, 
Riverside and San Bernardino 
counties.

Fire crews facing fierce 
winds, protect 1,000 
Santa Barbara structures
By MELISSA ETEHAD 
AND BEN POSTON
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Trump protests Mueller’s obtaining of emails 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
appeared to back the claims of  a lawyer for his 
presidential transition team that Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller improperly obtained Trump asso-
ciates’ emails, saying Sunday that “a lot of  law-
yers thought that was pretty sad.”

Trump also said he has no plan to fire Mueller, 
who is investigating Russian interference in the 
presidential election, including the possibility of  
coordination with the Trump campaign. Mueller’s 

investigation has resulted in charges against two 
people and guilty pleas by two others, including 
former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn.

“Not looking good. It’s not looking good,” 
Trump said when asked whether Mueller had re-
ceived the transition documents improperly.

A lawyer for Trump’s transition team contends 
that Mueller should not have been able to obtain a 
trove of  emails from the period between Trump’s 
2016 election victory and his Jan. 20 inauguration 
without the consent of  transition officials.

The batch of  emails totaling thousands of  pag-
es of  communications was provided to Mueller 
by the federal General Services Administration, 
the lawyer representing the organization known 

By ANNE GEARAN AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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RUSSIA PROBE » President’s transition 
team lawyer says messages privileged President 

Donald Trump 
steps off 
Marine One 
on the South 
Lawn at the 
White House 
in Washington 
on Sunday af-
ter returning 
from Camp 
David  
in Maryland.  
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