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Russians set sights on Mueller

Months after President Donald 
Trump took office, Russia’s disinfor-
mation teams trained their sites on 
a new target: special counsel Robert 
Mueller. Having worked to help get 
Trump into the White House, they 

now worked to neutralize the biggest 
threat to his staying there.

The Russian operatives unloaded 
on Mueller through fake accounts 
on Facebook, Twitter and beyond, 
falsely claiming that the former FBI 
director was corrupt and that the 
allegations of  Russian interference 
in the 2016 election were crackpot 
conspiracies. One post on Instagram 
— which emerged as an especially 
potent weapon in the Russian social 
media arsenal — claimed that Muel-
ler had worked in the past with “rad-
ical Islamic groups.”

Such tactics exemplified how Rus-
sian teams ranged nimbly across 
social media platforms in a shrewd 
online influence operation aimed 
squarely at American voters. The 
effort started earlier than commonly 
understood and lasted longer while 
relying on the strengths of  different 
sites to manipulate distinct slices of  
the electorate, according to a pair 
of  comprehensive new reports pre-
pared for the Senate Intelligence 
Committee and released Monday.

One of  the reports, written by 
Oxford University’s Computational 

Propaganda Project and network 
analysis firm Graphika, became 
public when the Washington Post 
obtained it and published its high-
lights Sunday. The other report was 
by social media research firm New 
Knowledge, Columbia University 
and Canfield Research.

Together the reports describe 
the Russian campaign with sweep 
and detail not before available. The 
researchers analyzed more than 
10 million posts and messages on 

Senate reports detail scope 
of disinformation campaign 
across social media accounts
By CRAIG TIMBERG, TONY ROMM 
AND ELIZABETH DWOSKIN
WASHINGTON POST
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Obama-era school discipline rules targeted 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is planning to 
roll back Obama-era policies 
aimed at ensuring that minority 
children are not unfairly disci-
plined, arguing that the efforts 

have eased up on punishment 
and contributed to rising vio-
lence in the nation’s schools, ac-
cording to documents obtained 
by the New York Times.

The decision culminates a 
nearly yearlong effort begun 
by the Trump administration 
after the massacre at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida. The 
deaths of  17 students and staff 
members on Feb. 14 prompt-
ed lawmakers in both parties 
to demand tougher gun laws, 

but after a brief  flirtation with 
gun control, President Donald 
Trump abandoned that focus 
and instead empowered a school 
safety commission, led by Edu-
cation Secretary Betsy DeVos.

Almost immediately, the com-
mission turned away from guns 
and instead scrutinized the 
Obama administration’s school 
discipline policies, though none 
of  the most high-profile school 
shootings were perpetrated by 

Education 
Secretary Betsy 
DeVos led the 
school safety 
commission 
that pivoted 
from focusing 
on gun 
control to  
school 
discipline 
polcies.

CAROLYN KASTER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

By ERICA L. GREEN 
AND KATIE BENNER
NEW YORK TIMES
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DeVos commission says 
policies seeking racial 
fairness boosted violence

Health 
officials: 
Ignore  
US judge

Despite a federal judge in Tex-
as invalidating the Affordable 
Care Act, county officials and lo-
cal health care professionals are 
reminding tens of  thousands of  
Sonoma County residents the 
ruling last Friday has no imme-
diate impact on the health care 
program.

Officials said people can still 
sign up for coverage through 
Covered California, the state’s 
health exchange program under 
the Affordable Care Act, during 
the current open enrollment pe-
riod.

Consumers have until mid-
night Dec. 21 to sign up for 
health coverage that begins Jan. 
1. The federal deadline was last 
Friday.

Covered California extended 
its deadline to sign up for in-
surance on Saturday after news 
coverage of  the Texas judge’s 
decision left some people con-
fused about the status of  the law.

“We are assuring our con-
sumers that their coverage is 
intact for 2019 and the ruling 
by the Texas district court has 
not changed insurance cover-
age through Covered California 
at this point,” said Teresa Till-
man, interim CEO at Redwood 
Community Health Coalition, a 
consortium of  health centers in 
Sonoma, Napa, Marin and Yolo 
counties.

The coalition coordinates 
Covered California enrollment 
specialists based at several 
health centers in several coun-
ties. Tillman said the ruling 
has likely led to some confusion 

Experts say Texas court 
ruling has no effect yet 
on Covered California
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Outgoing Santa Rosa Mayor Chris Coursey removes a photograph from his wall while packing up his City Hall office on Monday.

Changing of the guard
‘I’m not tired and I’m not burned out.  
If I could have run for mayor, I probably would have.’
CHRIS COURSEY, outgoing Santa Rosa mayor

When the smoke from Butte Coun-
ty rolled in over the hills into 
Santa Rosa in early November, it 

was déjà vu for Chris Coursey. 
Coursey, the mayor of  Santa Rosa, 

watched as the same state and federal 
officials who responded to the city’s dis-
tress during the October 2017 firestorm 
converged on Butte County last month. 
They provided updates from the utterly 
destroyed town of  Paradise that were 

strikingly similar to the ones he heard a 
year ago about his own city: this many 
acres burned, that many houses ruined, 
so many people dead.

“I had that feeling,” Coursey said. He 
paused, then picked up again, explain-
ing that the Camp fire response in Butte 
County brought back memories of  Santa 
Rosa’s brutal fire damage. “It all just fol-
lowed a pattern that felt so familiar and 
was happening in real-time.”

Coursey, a former Press Democrat col-
umnist, was elected to a four-year term 
on the Santa Rosa City Council in 2014 

and was picked by fellow council mem-
bers to be mayor in 2016. During his two-
year term, he emerged as the city’s most 
visible leader during its worst disaster 
since the 1906 earthquake.

Though Coursey plans to stay involved 
with his adopted hometown, his time in 
office will end todaywhen the council is 
reorganized to include a new member 
and a new mayor.

Tom Schwedhelm, a former police 
chief  who ran unopposed for re-election 

As term ends, Chris Coursey calls being SR mayor best job he ever had 
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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