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Firearms sales surge in California

California Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
approval of  wide-ranging gun 
control legislation in July has 
triggered a run on firearms in 
the state, with some stores re-
porting sales have doubled since 
then.

Starting Jan. 1, the general 

public in California can no lon-
ger buy semiautomatic rifles 
equipped with bullet-buttons 
that allow for the quick removal 
and replacement of  ammuni-
tion magazines.

Guns purchased before Jan. 1 
can be kept as long as the own-
ers register them with the state 
as assault weapons.

As a result, sales of  the long 
guns have at least doubled at 
many California gun stores, 
owners report.

“When Gov. Brown signed 
that bill, the first 30 days in July 

were just insane,” said Joshua 
Deaser, the owner of  Just Guns, 
a store in Sacramento. “It died 
down for a while but now we are 
back with everyone trying to get 
what they can before the end of  
the year.”

Terry McGuire, owner of  the 
Get Loaded gun store in Grand 
Terrace, said people are clamor-
ing to buy semiautomatic rifles 
this month, because the state 
background check process takes 
about 10 days.

“We have people lined up out 
the door and around the block,” 

McGuire said.
State officials confirm there 

has been a surge in gun sales.
The number of  semiautomat-

ic rifles registered this year with 
the state has more than doubled 
over past year, according to the 
state Department of  Justice.

In the less than  
six months since the  
July 1 signing of  the rifle ban, 
257,895 semiautomatic rifles 
have been purchased, eclipsing 
the 153,931 rifle purchases re-
ported to the state in all of  2015, 
the state agency said.

Purchases of  all firearms, in-
cluding handguns, have jumped 
40 percent over last year, to near-
ly 1 million this year, according 
to the state agency.

“We expected this,” said Sam 
Paredes, executive director of  
Gun Owners of  California. “Any 
time the government comes up 
with a ban on guns, the public 
rushes to buy them to make 
sure they have at least one.”

The state Legislature ap-
proved the new gun control 
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Serenity with St. Nick

Low-key event designed for easily overwhelmed special-needs children

Lesley Legakis typically dreaded taking 
her special-needs son, Abraham, to see 
Santa for the requisite holiday photos for 

family and friends.
What would be merely irritating for some 

kids — a snack, a bathroom trip and a long 
wait in line — would be a major ordeal for 
her 5-year-old autistic child given all the 
distractions and noises, she said.  

“It would be the surprise face: ‘Get me out 
of  here. I can’t believe you are doing this to 
me,’ ” Legakis said. “Or, you sit by Santa and 
kind put his legs over Santa’s knees and you 
shimmy out real quick and you hope they get 
a picture before he realizes that you have left 
him.

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Above: Mason 
Anderson, 9, visits 
with Santa Claus 
during a Sensitive 
Santa event 
Sunday at The 
Movement Lab in 
Santa Rosa.

Right: Nick 
Avner, his sons 
Royce, 5, and 
Bentley, 2, both  
who suffer from 
cerebral palsy,  
and his wife, 
Jessica, spend 
time  with Santa.

SENSITIVE SANTA PROGRAM 

Famously famous Zsa Zsa Gabor dies at 99 

LOS ANGELES — The best known 
of three glamorous sisters from Hun-
gary, actress Zsa Zsa Gabor pioneered a 
modern version of  celebrity — she was 
famous for being famous.

With the advent of  television talk 
shows, Gabor became a frequent guest 
as early as the 1950s, charming audi-
ences with her fractured English and 
slightly risque jokes about her reputa-
tion as an oft-married seductress fond 
of  men and money.

“Husbands are like fires. They go 
out if  unattended,” she would say. Or 
“I want a man who is kind and under-
standing. Is that too much to ask of  a 
millionaire?”

Her nine marriages and reputation 
for shaving years off her age made her 

a pop-culture punch line. When enter-
tainer Bob Hope joked, “You can calcu-
late Zsa Zsa Gabor’s age by the rings on 
her fingers,” it only cemented her fame.

So did a penchant for public esca-
pades that included a 1989 assault con-
viction for slapping a Beverly Hills po-
lice officer. When reporters asked if  she 
was prepared for a long trial, she cooed: 
“I have enough outfits to last a year.”

The final years of  her life were 
marked by a strange circus of  publici- KEVORK DJANSEZIAN / ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2016

Actress Zsa Zsa Gabor died of heart failure Sunday  
in Los Angeles. She was 99. 

By TRE’VELL ANDERSON  
AND VALERIE J. NELSON 
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Famed for her looks, glitzy 
lifestyle and trail of suitors

Pressure 
on for 
electoral 
upset

Pressure on members of  the 
electoral college to select some-
one other than Donald Trump 
has grown dramatically — and 
noisily — in recent weeks, caus-
ing some to waver but yielding 
little evidence that Trump will 
fall short when electors convene 
in most state capitals today to 
cast their votes.

Carole Joyce of  Arizona ex-
pected her role as a GOP elector 
to be pretty simple: She would 
meet the others in Phoenix and 
carry out a vote for Trump, who 
won the most votes in her state 
and whom she personally sup-
ported.

But then came the mail and 
the emails and the phone calls — 
first hundreds, then thousands 
of  voters worrying that Trump’s 
impulsive nature would lead the 
country into another war.

“Honestly, it had an impact,” 
said Joyce, a 72-year-old Repub-
lican state committee member. 
“I’ve seen enough funerals. I’m 
tired of  hearing bagpipes ... But 
I signed a loyalty pledge. And 
that matters.”

Such is the life these days for 
many of  the 538 men and wom-
en who are scheduled to meet 
Monday across the country to 
carry out what has traditional-
ly been a perfunctory vote after 

ELECTION 2016 » Trump  
win expected despite 
lobbying of electors
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