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U.S. Postal Service sales service associate Guoping Liu, left, helps Mark Hilburn send a package Monday in time for Christmas at the downtown in 
Santa Rosa Post Office. This week is the busiest mailing week of the year.

Peak time at post offices
HOLIDAYS » MAILING SURGE

Increase in packages, Christmas on a Monday make 2017 season busier

‘Like 
the end 
of the 
world’

DUPONT, Washington — A 
passenger train on a newly 
opened Amtrak route jumped 
the tracks on an overpass south 
of  Tacoma on Monday, slam-
ming rail cars into a busy high-
way, killing at least three people 
and injuring more than 100 oth-
ers, officials said.

The derailment of  Amtrak 
Train No. 501, making the inau-
gural run of  a new service from 
Seattle to Portland, dropped a 
132-ton locomotive in the south-
bound lanes of  the Northwest’s 
busiest travel corridor, Inter-
state 5. Two passenger coach-
es also fell partly in the traffic 
lanes, and two other coaches 
were left dangling off the bridge, 
one of  them wedged against a 
tractor-trailer. On the highway 
below lay five crumpled cars 
and two semi-trucks, and huge 
chunks of  concrete that were 
ripped away from the damaged 
overpass.

All 12 of  the train’s coaches 
and one of  its two engines de-
railed. The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board sent a team 
to investigate everything from 
the speed of  the train to whether 
a technology known as positive 
train control could have slowed 
it.

“It felt like the end of  the 
world, and I was standing amid 
the wreckage,” said Emma Sha-
fer, 20, a modern dance student 
who was napping aboard the 
train with her shoes off when it 
derailed. She found herself  in a 

Melissa Rivera spent most 
of  her lunch break 
Monday making sure the 

homemade Christmas cookies 
she baked over the weekend 
would get to friends and family in 
Florida on time.

“I’ve been in my car packaging 
it all for half  an hour, and now 
I’m going to stand in line for an-
other half-hour,” said the 34-year-

old, smiling despite the line that 
wound to the lobby inside the 
downtown Santa Rosa Post Office 
during its noon rush.

Monday marked the start 
of  the busiest mailing week of  
the year for the United States 
Postal Service, which expects a 10 
percent increase in packages this 
holiday season compared to last 
year, said Augustine Ruiz, USPS 
Bay Area spokesman.

“People trust the postal ser-
vice,” he said. “We’ve been doing 

it for 242 years, so they know 
we’ve got Christmas down pat.” 

From Thanksgiving to New 
Year’s Day, the postal service ex-
pects to process 15 billion pieces 
of  mail nationwide — 850 million 
of  that will be packages alone, 
Ruiz said. 

Adding a kink to the process 
is that Christmas Day falls on 
Monday for the first time in 11 
years. While the postal service 

At least 3 killed and 100 
injured in Washington 
train wreck; I-5 closed 
By KIRK JOHNSON 
AND RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Cars from an Amtrak train that 
derailed hang over Interstate 5 on 
Monday in DuPont, Washington.

USPS SHIPPING 
DEADLINES
Dec. 20: Priority Mail
Dec. 20: Hawaii to Main-
land Priority Mail Express
Dec. 20: Alaska to Main-
land Priority Mail Express 
and First-Class Mail
Dec. 21: Alaska to Main-
land Priority Mail Express
Dec. 22: Priority Mail 
Express
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GOLDEN STATE SURVIVES OT THRILLER »  
Durant sinks game-winner to lead 
Warriors over Lakers 116-114.   B1

RESCUED IN THE NICK OF TIME »  
Quick-thinking coaches save SSU soccer 
player having medical emergency.   B1

SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
SURPRISE »  
Fire victims 
receive gifts 
thanks to nurse, 
‘Today Show’ and 
Walmart.   A3

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
sexual misconduct allegations 
that have cut a swath through 
Congress brought down a prom-
inent member of  the judicial 
branch Monday with the resig-
nation of  Alex Kozinski, a fed-
eral appeals court judge known 

for his blunt and color-
ful legal opinions.

Kozinski, a 67-year-
old member and former 
chief  judge of  the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of  
Appeals, the nation’s 
largest federal appeals 
court, said in a state-
ment that a battle over 
the accusations would 
not be good for the judiciary. He 
retired, effective immediately.

The move came days after the 
9th Circuit opened a miscon-
duct inquiry following the first 

in a pair of  Washington 
Post stories that said 
15 women — some of  
whom worked for him 
as law clerks or in oth-
er positions — accused 
him of  groping them, 
making lewd comments 
or showing them por-
nography.

Kozinski, who was 
known to have a bawdy side 
well before his resignation, said 
that while speaking in a “can-
did way” with male and female 
clerks, he “may not have been 

mindful enough of  the special 
challenges and pressures that 
women face in the workplace.”

“It grieves me to learn that I 
caused any of  my clerks to feel 
uncomfortable; this was never 
my intent,” he said. “For this I 
sincerely apologize.”

The 9th Circuit hears cases 
from nine Western states, in-
cluding California and Arizona, 
and has been bitterly criticized 
by President Donald Trump fol-
lowing rulings that blocked his 
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US judge in misconduct probe retires 
Kozinski, 67, is accused 
of sexual harassment or 
assault by ex-staffers
By SUDHIN THANAWALA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Alex
Kozinski

Jury finds financiers guilty
Jurors returned guilty ver-

dicts Monday against two 
former Sonoma Valley Bank 
executives and a Santa Rosa 
attorney for their roles in a 
$35 million real estate loan 
scandal that caused the institu-
tion’s collapse in 2010 and cost 
many elderly investors their 

retirement savings.
The decision came after five 

days of  deliberation by the jury 
and a seven-week trial in U.S. 
District Court in San Francisco 
that included testimony from 
other former bank officials and 
government witnesses.

Convicted of  at least 25 dif-
ferent counts, including con-
spiracy to commit bank fraud 
and money laundering, were 

the bank’s former president 
and chief  executive officer, Sean 
Cutting, 48, formerly of  Sono-
ma; ex-vice president and chief  
loan officer Brian Melland, 48, 
of  Santa Rosa; and attorney Da-
vid Lonich, 63, of  Santa Rosa.

Lonich was an attorney for 
Marin County developer Bijan 
Madjlessi, who prosecutors said 
was allowed to use straw bor-
rowers to gain unlimited access 
to loans, which he used to pay 
old debts, finance new projects 
and lead a lavish lifestyle. He 
died in a 2014 car crash.

Cutting, Melland and Lonich 
face possible prison time when 
they are sentenced April 27 by 
Judge Susan Illston. They re-
main out of  custody.

“These guys were out-and-out 
crooks who hurt an awful lot of  
older people,” said James Re-
bollini, 82, of  Sonoma, a former 
investor who lost about $40,000 
when the bank collapsed. “I’m 
glad somebody is going to pay 
for it. But it’s not going to make 
up for all the people who lost 
their life savings.”

It was the only Sonoma Coun-

ty bank to fail in the Great Re-
cession. The defendants sug-
gested hard financial times were 
a factor in the collapse and that 
they acted with the blessing of  
the bank’s governing board.

Jurors acquitted Cutting on 
two counts alleging he made 
false bank entries or reports. All 
three were cleared of  one count 
of  wire fraud.

But they were convicted of  the 
balance, including an attempt-
ed obstruction charge against 

SONOMA VALLEY BANK » Former execs, lawyer 
convicted of loan scandal that led to lost savings
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