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A HOLLYWOOD PIONEER: 
“Laverne & Shirley” star, 
director Penny Marshall 
dies at 75 from diabetes 
complications  / B1

INSIDE

Michael Flynn

Judge 
berates 
Flynn 
for lies

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge on Tuesday postponed the 
sentencing for Michael Flynn 
after he lambasted President 
Donald Trump’s former 
national security adviser for 
trying to undermine the country 
and warned he might not spare 
Flynn from prison.

The stunning development 
means that special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s engagement 
with Flynn will continue for 
some months, leaving Flynn 
to wonder whether he will lose 
his freedom. Flynn’s attorney 
requested the delay after the 
judge’s opinion became appar-
ent, hoping further cooperation 
with law enforcement would 
earn the court’s mercy.

From the start, U.S. District 
Judge Emmet Sullivan made 
clear he was infuriated by Fly-
nn’s conduct — both in lying 
to the FBI while in the White 
House and in working to ad-
vance the interests of  the Turk-
ish government while he was a 
part of  Trump’s campaign.

The judge seemed to take 
particular umbrage at the sug-
gestion made by Flynn and 
his supporters, just before the 
sentencing, that he had been 
duped by the FBI. Early in the 
hearing, Sullivan forced Flynn 
to admit publicly that he knew 

Sentencing delayed, but 
former Trump adviser 
may not avoid prison
By SPENCER S. HSU 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY
WASHINGTON POST
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump appeared Tues-
day to back off his demand for 
$5 billion to build a border wall, 
signaling for the first time that 
he might be open to a deal that 
would avoid a partial govern-
ment shutdown.

The White House set the tone 

when press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders indicated 
that Trump doesn’t want to shut 
down the government, though 
just last week he said he’d be 
“proud” to do so. The president 
would consider other options 
and the administration was 
looking at ways to find the mon-
ey elsewhere, Sanders said.

It was a turnaround after 
days of  impasse. Without a res-
olution, more than 800,000 gov-
ernment workers could be fur-
loughed or sent to work without 
pay beginning at midnight Fri-
day, disrupting government op-
erations days before Christmas.

One option 
that has been 
circulating on 
Capitol Hill 
would be to 
simply approve 
g o v e r n m e n t 

funding at existing levels, with-
out a boost for the border, as a 
stopgap measure to kick the is-
sue into the new Congress next 
month. The chairman of  the Ap-
propriations Committee, Sen. 
Richard Shelby, R-Alabama, 
confirmed late Tuesday his of-
fice was preparing legislation 
to keep government funded, 
likely into February. The White 

House preference was for a lon-
ger-term package, although the 
conversation remained fluid 
and Trump has been known to 
quickly change course, said a 
person familiar with the nego-
tiations but not authorized to 
discuss them.

“We want to know what can 
pass,” Sanders said at a press 
briefing. “Once they make a de-
cision and they put something 
on the table, we’ll make a deter-
mination on whether we’ll move 
forward.”

She also said the president 

Trump backs off $5B demand for wall
President appears open 
to deal to avoid partial 
government shutdown
By LISA MASCARO 
AND MATTHEW DALY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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In rare show of 
bipartisanship, 
Senate approves 
criminal justice 
bill  / B1
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Bodhi White, 7, examines a Perplexus 3-D puzzle while shopping for Secret Santa gifts with his mother Kari and brother Kai, 10, at the Toyworks in 
Sebastopol on Tuesday. Americans are expected to spend about $1,000 on holiday items, according to a survey by the National Retail Federation.

Local businesses thrive 
despite allure of online

SONOMA COUNTY » HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Linda Burille browsed through dozens 
of  individually sewn felt ornaments 
hanging from a fresh Christmas tree 

inside the Made Local Marketplace in 
downtown Santa Rosa. 

Dressed head-to-toe in holiday garb, 
including miniature snowmen dan-
gling from her ears, Burille was smiling 
Tuesday as she clung onto an ornament 
patterned with chipmunks. 

A frequent shopper at the marketplace, 
Burille hugged each employee while 
asking them about the products she had 

selected. For Burille, shopping local, espe-
cially during the holidays, means support-
ing the economy of  a city she cares about.

“I love talking to and supporting our 
local artists in Sonoma County,” said Bu-
rille, a resident of  Windsor. “I like to see 
and touch what I am buying, which is also 
a plus of  shopping local.”

With Christmas just six days away, 
many residents across Sonoma County are 
scrambling to complete their holiday shop-
ping. Americans are expected to spend an 
average of  $1,007 on gifts and other holiday 
items this season, up 4.1 percent from last 
year, according to a survey by the National 
Retail Federation.

Where they spend that money, however, 
is of  critical importance to retailers.

As local brick-and-mortar businesses 
continue to face new challenges to remain 
competitive, many of  them have had to 
shift their business models to thrive along-
side online retailers.

Rethinking marketing strategies and re-
training sales teams are two areas where 
surviving stores have had to readjust, said 
Terry Garrett, economic development 
strategist with Go Local Sonoma County, a 
marketing organization for locally owned 
independent businesses.

Common thread for merchants is offering customers human connection
By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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$3M settlement in Lopez suit

Sonoma County will pay $3 million 
to settle the civil rights lawsuit filed by 
the family of  Andy Lopez, a 13-year-
old Santa Rosa boy who was shot and 
killed in 2013 by a sheriff’s deputy.

The Board of  Supervisors voted 5-0 
Tuesday to approve the settlement, 
County Counsel Bruce Goldstein an-
nounced after a closed-session meet-
ing about the case.

The agreement brings to a close 

the county’s most prominent 
civil rights lawsuit — over a 
shooting that became a sear-
ing flashpoint for police-com-
munity relations and public 
debate about law enforcement 
practices. The settlement 
amount is the largest paid out 
by Sonoma County in cases 
involving officer use of  force, 
according to county figures. 

The lawsuit was filed by Lopez’s 
parents on Nov. 4, 2013, almost two 
weeks after then-deputy Erick Gel-
haus shot the teen, who was walking 
down the street carrying an airsoft BB 
gun that resembled an assault rifle. 

The settlement did not include an 
admission of  liability by the county in 

the wrongful death suit or any 
additional terms governing 
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office, Goldstein said. 

The Lopez family’s attor-
ney, Arnoldo Casillas, will 
withdraw the case from the 
federal court system in the 
near future as part of  the set-
tlement conditions, Goldstein 
said.

 “I think both sides evaluated the 
risks of  litigation and both sides felt 
like at this point, it was the best way to 
resolve the case,” Goldstein said. The 
case had been proceeding toward trial 
in July.

County to pay family of teen 
shot dead by sheriff’s deputy 
on Santa Rosa street in 2013
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sonoma County Sheriff Rob Giordano holds a press 
conference regarding the civil court settlement in the 
Andy Lopez shooting case in Santa Rosa on Tuesday.

Andy
Lopez


