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SCAM HITS HOME: Police 
investigating after woman 
says she paid $125 fee for 
craft show in Santa Rosa 
that never happened / B1

Sonoma County holiday displays in national spotlight due to TV show Empire
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Obama: Sony wrong in shelving film

Photos by JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Rep. Mike Thompson has proposed Lake Berryessa and the Berryessa Snow Mountain region as a national conservation area.

Conservation push
SEEKING PERMANENT PROTECTION: Interior Secretary hears 
pleas to make Berryessa Snow Mountain land national monument

County unemployment rate rises to 5.1 percent

Sonoma County’s jobless rate 
climbed slightly in November, 
when farm employment dipped 
after harvest and retail hiring 
picked up for the holidays. 

The county’s unemployment 
rate grew to 5.1 percent in No-
vember, up from 5 percent in 
October, according to figures 
released Friday by the state Em-
ployment Development Depart-
ment. A year ago, the jobless 
rate stood at 6 percent.

“Seasonality is the word of  
the day,” said Ben Stone, exec-
utive director of  the Sonoma 
County Economic Development 
Board.

The end of  harvest and the 
build-up for the holiday shop-
ping season bring predictable 
changes to the labor market 
every fall, Stone said. The key 
point, he said, is that local em-
ployers have added nearly 6,000 
workers over the past year, and 
that means more people will be 
able to buy presents and dine in 
restaurants.

“It’s a good Christmas present 
for our retailers,” Stone said.

For California, the jobless 
rate last month was 7.2 percent. 
For the U.S., it was 5.8 percent.

Unemployment peaked in 
Sonoma County in early 2010 
at 11.2 percent, and there was 
little job growth for the next 
two years. But in the last three 
years, the county has added 
20,000 jobs, or nearly two-thirds 
of  the 31,000 local jobs that 
were eliminated during the re-

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said 
she would prefer to see Congress 
grant permanent protection to a 

350,000-acre swath of  land from Lake Ber-
ryessa in Napa County to Snow Mountain 
in the Mendocino National Forest, but 
that President Barack Obama’s admin-
istration will consider the impassioned 
pleas she heard Friday for executive 
action.

“As a visitor to this region, I will say 
you do have a special place,” Jewell told 
a crowd of  about 250 people at a Napa 
Valley College auditorium.

“I’m a lover of  the landscape myself,” 
the secretary said, departing early from 
a public meeting hosted by Rep. Mike 
Thompson, D-St. Helena.

Jobless rate climbs
after harvest ends; retail 

hiring increases for holidays
By ROBERT DIGITALE

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama declared Friday that Sony 
“made a mistake” in shelving a satir-
ical film about a plot to assassinate 
North Korea’s leader, and he pledged 
the U.S. would respond “in a place and 
manner and time that we choose” to 
the hacking attack on Sony that led to 
the withdrawal. The FBI blamed the 
hack on the communist government.

Speaking of  executives at Sony Pic-

tures Entertainment, Obama said at 
a year-end news conference, “I wish 
they had spoken to me first. … We 
cannot have a society in which some 
dictator someplace can start imposing 
censorship.”

Obama said he imagined situations 
in which dictators “start seeing a doc-
umentary that they don’t like or news 
reports that they don’t like.”

Sony said it had had no choice but to 
cancel distribution of  the movie since 
theaters were refusing to show it. 
North Korea denied anew that it had 
hacked the studio.

“There is not any connection,” U.N. 
diplomat Kim Song told the Associ-
ated Press. Song criticized the film 
but disputed his government hacked 

Sony and orchestrated the movie’s 
shutdown: “It defamed the image of  
our country. It made a mockery of  our 
sovereignty. We reject it. But there is 
no relation” to the hacking.

The U.S. decision to openly blame 
North Korea — which involved agree-
ment by the State Department and 
intelligence agencies — escalated a 
global game of  brinkmanship. It hap-
pened after the disclosure of  confiden-
tial Sony emails and business files and 
threats of  terror attacks against U.S. 
movie theaters until Sony agreed to 
cancel the Christmas Day release of  
its comedy, “The Interview.”

Obama spoke not long after the FBI 
provided the most detailed accounting 

President says US will respond
to hacking attack, which FBI says 
was perpetrated by North Korea
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Rep. Mike 
Thompson 
listens as 
Winters student 
Emily Aguiar, 
10, reads her 
letter to  
President 
Barack  
Obama at 
Napa Valley 
College on 
Friday, asking 
him to approve 
the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain 
region as a 
national 
conservation 
area.

ED ARAQUEL / Columbia Pictures, Sony, 

James Franco, left, and Seth Rogen star in “The 
Interview,” which was pulled by Sony.

INSIDE: 
Shelving “The Interview”: Running scared in art, life / A3
Obama takes questions from women only in conference / A3

Sen. Bernie Sanders

Sanders 
testing 
socialist 
question

AMES, Iowa — Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, an independent from 
Vermont who calls himself  a 
socialist, was riding in the back 
seat of  a rented blue minivan 
this week when his aide abrupt-
ly announced they were being 
pulled over by the Iowa State Po-
lice for speeding.

“Hi ya, I’m Senator Bernie 
Sanders, how ya doing?” Sand-
ers piped up, in his unmistak-
able Brooklyn accent, after the 
aide explained to the police of-
ficer that they were late for the 
senator’s appearance here.

The officer issued no ticket, 
just a warning to slow down: 
“No need making a headline for 
something silly.”

Sanders, though, was in Iowa 
hoping to make headlines. At 
73 and famously gruff, he may 
be on one of  the most quixotic 
adventures in U.S. politics: In a 
country that just put Republi-
cans in charge of  Congress, he 
is testing whether Democrats 
will embrace a socialist for the 
White House in 2016. He is cer-
tainly the only potential candi-
date to carry a brass key chain 
from a campaign of  Eugene V. 
Debs, a five-time Socialist Party 

Does senator have
chance if he makes 

2016 presidential bid?

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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