
z

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2015 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? » Newman 
grad coaching under Harbaugh.   C1

NUTS FOR BAY NUTS » SR attorney 
promotes local food source.   D1

SANTA ROSA
High 52, Low 44
THE WEATHER, C8

Benefield C1
Classified E5
Crossword T4

Forum B11
LeBaron B1 
Lotto A2

Movies D2
Obituaries B5
Rubino C2

Smith A3
State A10
TV T5

HOLIDAY WONDERLAND IN ROHNERT PARK: 
Scott Weaver’s Christmas light extravaganza 
draws thousands of visitors every night / T1

©2015 
The Press 
Democrat

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Cellist Zoë Keating of Camp Meeker has fans worldwide and is a well-known advocate for artists’ rights 
to intellectual property and for patients in their battles with insurance providers.

Cellist renowned 
for her art, activism

Chinese 
top new 
arrivals 
to state

In a reversal of  a decades-old 
trend, China has replaced Mex-
ico as the country sending the 
most immigrants each year to 
California, new data show.

About 33,000 immigrants 
moved to California from Chi-
na last year, roughly triple the 
number who came in 2005, ac-
cording to data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau and the Public 
Policy Institute of  California. 
The number of  immigrants 
coming to California from Mex-
ico fell from almost 100,000 in 
2005 to just over 30,000 in 2014, a 
roughly 70 percent decline.

Last year marked the second 
in a row that more residents ar-
rived in California from China 
than from Mexico. India, which 
sent about 29,500 immigrants 
to California last year, also is 
poised to overtake Mexico. Some 
of  California’s recent Asian ar-
rivals are college students or 
long-term workers who eventu-
ally may leave the country; oth-
ers will stay permanently.

The change comes as politi-
cians debate immigration re-
form — who gets to come and 
who gets to stay — at all levels of  
U.S. government. Several presi-
dential candidates this year 
have called for restricting immi-
gration for economic or security 
reasons.

Donald Trump, who is leading 
most Republican presidential 
polling, has proposed building 
a massive wall to fortify the 
U.S. border with Mexico. Such 
a measure today would not af-
fect the bulk of  immigration to 
California: Less than a quarter 
of  the immigrants arriving here 
last year, whether legally or ille-
gally, came from Latin America, 
census figures show.

“One thing is for sure: The 
era of  mass migration from 
Mexico is over,” said Karthick 
Ramakrishnan, professor of  
public policy at UC Riverside, 
adding that more Californians 
are likely returning to Mexico 
each year than coming.

Emigration from Mexico has 
plummeted in recent years in 
response to several factors: the 
deep economic recession of  2007 
to 2009; falling Mexican birth 
rates; increased border enforce-
ment; a rise in deportations; and 
declines or limited growth in 
the California jobs traditionally 
held by Mexican immigrants, 
including construction work 
and service-sector employment.

“For the next 10 years, there 
will be a shrinkage of  new Mexi-

Composer and cellist  
Zoë Keating first started 
performing with her eyes 

closed to ward off profound 
anxiety that plagued her as a 
younger woman and initially 
deterred her from pursuing a 
professional music career.

These days, her stage fright 
long gone, Keating, 43, says 
shutting her eyes frees her to go 
inward, allowing her to connect 
emotionally with her music in 
a way that she says resonates 
more strongly with audiences.

Swaying, leaning in and 
relating physically to her 
instrument in a manner that 
suggests a wordless conversa-
tion, Keating produces intricate 
layers of  melody and rhythmic 
sound that listeners character-
ize as evocative, hypnotizing 
and transporting.

“I love performing, now that 
I’m not afraid of  it,” Keating 
said, sitting in the renovated yet 
rustic Camp Meeker cabin amid 
the redwoods that she shares 
with her 5-year-old son, Alex. 
“It’s like the one time that I can 
really be myself.”

Twelve years after launching 
herself  into music full-time 
during a stint with a “cello 
rock” ensemble called Ras-
putina, the classically trained 
Keating has established a solid 
international touring and solo 
recording career that’s all the 
more remarkable because she’s 
done it without the support of  a 
record label, through a do-it-
yourself  approach orchestrated 
from her rural west county 
home.

She has built one of  the 
largest Twitter audiences of  
anyone in Sonoma County. 
The 1.2 million followers of  her 
account — @zoecello — trail 
only Sebastopol tech pioneer 
Tim O’Reilly and Santa Rosa 
celebrity chef  Guy Fieri.

At the same time, she’s 
become a well-known artists’ 
advocate, tangling with such 
online media distributors as 
YouTube and Spotify, the music 
streaming service, over rights 
to intellectual property and 
fair compensation for musi-
cians. Those discussions are 
taking place in an increasingly 
free-wheeling digital market-
place where creative content is 
often up for grabs by unlicensed 
third parties, and commercial 

interests and corporations set 
the rules. 

Keating has drawn notice as a 
strong voice — and touchstone 
for others — in the fight against 
insurance providers for greater 
patient say over medical care. 
That role developed out of  the 
battle she waged with her hus-
band’s insurer over its refusal 
to pay for emergency cancer 
treatment in the aftermath of  

his diagnosis. 
Jeff Rusch, 52, Keating’s 

husband and the father of  their 
son, died in February following 
a painful, nine-month ordeal. 
Like many of  Keating’s strug-
gles, it played out somewhat 
publicly through her posts on 
social media.

Her campaign found sym-

Camp Meeker musician 
with global following 
becomes rights advocate
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Census: For second year, 
more came to California 
 from China than Mexico
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California crab off Christmas menu
A YEAR AGO: 
Crab boats in 
Bodega Bay were 
loaded and ready 
in November 
2014. This year, 
they’ve stayed 
in dock because 
of high levels 
of domoic acid, 
a naturally  
occurring 
neurotoxin, 
in local crab.

With only two weeks left in 
2015, state health and wildlife 
officials say chances are slim 
to none that Californians will 
be feasting on local Dungeness 
crab this Christmas or any time 
before next year.

Though overall levels of  a 
naturally occurring neurotox-
in called domoic acid have di-
minished off the coast, enough 
crabs are still coming back with 
concentrations above the allow-
able limit that the fishery will 
remain closed at least into Jan-
uary, they said.

Public health representatives 
have said test crabs must come 
back completely clean for two 
weeks in a row before they will 
lift the advisory that prompted 
Fish and Wildlife officials to put 
the season on hold.

“Things are definitely im-
proving,” said Patrick Kennelly, 
chief  of  the Food Safety Section 
for the California Department 
of  Public Health. “I unfortu-
nately just can’t quite predict 
how long before it’s going to 
be resolved to the point we can 
open things up.”

The lingering suspension is 
a blow to coastal fishermen for 
whom the holiday market is 
critical to making ends meet, 
particularly given the meager 

Neurotoxin still above 
allowable level; fishery 
stays closed into January

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CRAB » PAGE A2

ZOË KEATING
Profession: Cellist/composer
Age: 43
Home: Camp Meeker, where 
she lives with son Alex, 5
Quote: “I love performing, now 
that I’m not afraid of it. It’s like 
the one time that I can really 
be myself.”
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“I wish I had multiple lives, because there’s a whole 
other level of advocacy that I could do.”
ZOË KEATING, on her work in support of the rights of both artists and patients’ 
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