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FESTIVITIES TURN TRAGIC: A truck plows 
into a Christmas market in Berlin, killing 12 
and injuring dozens more / A7
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MORE COLD 
WEATHER »  
Low temps 
cause icy roads, 
several crashes 
throughout 
county.   A3

LEFT JABS AND 
LIFE LESSONS »  
Boxing club in 
Santa Rosa gets 
at-risk kids off 
the street and 
into the ring.   C1
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Mail carrier Rick Bertram delivers mail in the Bennett Valley area of Santa Rosa on Friday.

Speeding up delivery

MAIL WOES » Following loss of employees and complaints  
of late delivery, SR postmaster says fixes are on the way

Suspect 
heads to 
mental 
hospital

A Healdsburg man charged 
with drowning his 4-year-old 
daughter in a baptismal pool 
was found incompetent to stand 
trial and will be placed in a 
mental hospital for treatment, 

a judge said 
Monday. 

G e r a r d o 
Ordaz, 42, ap-
peared briefly 
before Sonoma 
County Superi-
or Court Judge 
Arthur Wick 
after a psychol-
ogist indicat-
ed he was not 

capable of  assisting in his own 
defense.

Wick ordered criminal pro-
ceedings against Ordaz to re-
main suspended while an agen-
cy determines his placement, 
most likely at Napa State Hos-
pital.

He could remain there up to 
three years while his competen-
cy is restored.

Ordaz, who in previous ap-
pearances sobbed and yelled 
out in court, seemed more com-
posed on Monday. He answered 
“yes” when the judge asked if  
he was taking prescribed med-
ications and would continue to 
take them voluntarily.

He returns Jan. 11. for a rul-
ing to determine where he will 
be treated.

Ordaz was arrested Nov. 20 
outside the Healdsburg Police 
Department after he arrived 

Santa Rosa residents who have been 
getting their mail delivered unusually 
late should see the situation improve 

due to the recent hiring of  more mail car-
riers in the city, according to a top postal 
official.

The Postal Service hired 20 local mail 
carriers in the past month and an addi-
tional nine new carriers are joining the 
staff in the next few weeks, Postmaster 
Michelle Tucker said. The new hires have 
finally brought Santa Rosa’s mail-delivery 
staffing to the point where it needs to be, 

Tucker said, so it should alleviate prob-
lems with mail arriving later than normal.

For northwest Santa Rosa resident 
Shelley Stewart, the problem has been 
particularly vexing.

“We’re not just talking about mail com-
ing later in the afternoon, we’re talking 
about mail coming in at 7, 8, 9 o’clock at 
night. Absolutely crazy,” Stewart said.

The late delivery got so severe and pro-
longed that Stewart filed two complaints 
with the Postal Service’s consumer affairs 
wing. 

She said the problem has gotten a little 
better in recent weeks but she still re-
ceives mail “well beyond dark” and “way 

past dinnertime.”
Generally speaking, delivery delays 

stemmed from a staffing shortage driven 
by the departure of  experienced mail car-
riers, Tucker said.

“Because we were having some staffing 
issues, those routes were vacant, so they 
were having to be carried by other people 
at the end of  their route, so that’s where 
the late delivery starts to come in,” Tucker 
said. “We didn’t shift times that we put the 
routes out, especially into the darkness  — 
we don’t plan that way. It ends up, unfor-
tunately, happening, and we do apologize 

Healdsburg man held  
in drowning of daughter 
in church baptismal font
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Russia’s ambassador 
to Turkey assassinated

ISTANBUL — An off-du-
ty Turkish police officer who 
shouted, “Don’t forget Syria 
and Aleppo!” shot and killed 
Russia’s ambassador to Tur-
key on Monday as he delivered 
a speech in the capital, Anka-
ra — a bloody episode that was 
captured on video and posted on 
social media.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, in a nationally televised 

statement, called the assassina-
tion a “provocation” meant to 
hurt Turkey’s ties with Russia. 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, meanwhile, vowed that the 
“bandits” responsible would 
pay the price.

“A crime has been committed 
and it was without doubt a prov-
ocation aimed at spoiling the 
normalization of  Russo-Turkish 
relations and spoiling the Syri-
an peace process,” Putin said in 
televised comments from Mos-
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A gunman points after shooting 
the Russian ambassador to Turkey 
on Monday in Ankara.

By UMAR FAROOQ 
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Syria: Aleppo exodus 
likely to finish today

BEIRUT — The leaders of  
Russia and Iran, military al-
lies of  Syria’s president, talked 
Monday about joining forces to 
reach a quick political settle-
ment in Syria, as the country’s 
largest city, Aleppo, was poised 
to return to full government 
control.

Syrian state TV said it expect-
ed the evacuation of  thousands 
of  civilians and fighters from 

the last opposition footholds in 
Aleppo to be completed by early 
today.

As more people left the 
city, the U.N. Security coun-
cil approved a compromise 
French-Russian resolution urg-
ing the immediate deployment 
of  U.N. monitors to watch over 
the evacuation and “the well-be-
ing of  civilians” remaining in 
the city. U.N. officials said more 
than 100 U.N. humanitarian staff 
already on the ground in Alep-
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Electors clinch Trump presidency

Donald Trump clinched the pres-
idency Monday as members of  
the electoral college cast ballots 
declaring him the victor, a per-
functory conclusion to the most  
stunning presidential contest in 

modern history.
Trump became the winner Mon-

day afternoon after electors from 
Texas cast ballots and put him over 
the 270 electoral votes needed to win. 
Results will be officially announced 
Jan. 6 in a special joint session of  
Congress.

While Democrat Hillary Clinton 

amassed a nearly 3 million-vote lead 
in the popular vote, Trump won the 
state-by-state electoral map, making 
him president-elect. 

That political dichotomy sparked 
special scrutiny and intense lob-
bying of  electors by Trump’s op-
ponents in recent weeks, including 
mass protests. 

It also drew outsize attention to 
the usually overlooked, constitu-
tionally obligated gatherings of  538 
electors in 50 states and the District 

of  Columbia.
The mostly symbolic calls for an 

electoral college rejection of  Trump 
grew after revelations of  a CIA as-
sessment that Russian hacking 
could have boosted his campaign, 
which in the view of  many Trump 
critics raised doubts about his legit-
imacy.

Trump has dismissed the intelli-
gence community’s analysis of  Rus-

PROTESTS FAIL » Trump exceeds required 270 Electoral 
College votes; only a handful defy their states’ popular will
By ED O’KEEFE
WASHINGTON POST
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