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Celeste Switala smells a sample of a Pre ’98 Bubba Kush Biodynamic on Tuesday at Solful cannabis dispensary in Sebastopol.

Sebastopol to allow 
recreational pot sales

CANNABIS » LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Temporary regulations affect dispensaries starting January 1

New 
office to 
focus on 
recovery

Sonoma County supervisors 
Tuesday created a new govern-
ment office to help the region 
bounce back from this year’s 
devastating wildfires and assist 
with charting a formal vision 
for the long-term recovery of  
the local housing supply, the 
economy and other key areas.

The new Office of  Recovery 
and Resiliency will have its own 
budget and seven staff mem-
bers, three of  whom will come 
from the ranks of  current coun-
ty employees. Housed within 
the County Administrator’s Of-
fice, the body will for at least the 
next five years support the pro-
duction and implementation of  
a plan to guide the community’s 
recovery and improve its ability 
to withstand future disasters. 

Staffing costs this fiscal year 
will total an estimated $400,000. 
While the county hopes to get 
federal reimbursement, local of-
ficials must find their own way 
to pay for it — at least for now 
— so the Board of  Supervisors 
is expected to consider funding 
options early next month. 

“We have to be bold,” said 
Supervisor James Gore of  the 
recovery office. “I look forward 
to this being the start of  a really 
kind of  good, deep discussion as 
we go into next year.” 

The plan will focus on five 
broad areas where the post-
fire recovery will play out: the 
housing market, the economy, 
the environment, safety net ser-
vices and local infrastructure. 
Similar collaborations among 
county departments have been 
in place since the fires’ immedi-
ate aftermath. 

“In the wake of  the disaster, 
our communities must have the 
right tools to make smart, fast 
and agile transitions so that we 

Sebastopol City Council’s 
marathon discussion on 
preliminary recreational 

cannabis rules ran like a roller 
coaster late into Tuesday night, 
but ultimately ended with the 
city becoming only the second 
in Sonoma County to allow ex-
isting dispensaries to sell non-
medical marijuana to adults 
starting Jan. 1.

The adoption of  the urgency 
ordinance, passed unanimously 
with a flurry of  last-minute ed-
iting and negotiations between 
council members, follows Co-
tati’s unanimous decision this 
past Tuesday in favor of  simi-

lar regulations to comply with 
a state law legalizing the non-
medical cannabis trade starting 
next year. For both cities, the 
approved rules are temporary 
and come ahead of  permanent 
ordinances expected to come 
forward early next year. 

“I think we need to move for-
ward on this,” Councilwoman 
Una Glass said at one point 
when the council considered 
scraping the temporary rules. 
“We need to not be behind the 
times.”

The 5-0 vote came after 
9:30 p.m., more than three hours 
into the meeting, before an au-
dience of  at least two dozen on-

Host Alex Jackson checks in Hanna Chort at Solful cannabis 
dispensary Tuesday in Sebastopol.

Government body will 
help usher in comeback 
from October wildfires
By J.D. MORRIS
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CHICAGO — The jobs were 
the best they would ever have: 
collecting union wages while 
working at Ford, one of  Amer-
ica’s most storied companies. 
But inside two Chicago plants, 

the women found menace.
Bosses and fellow laborers 

treated them as property or 
prey. Men crudely commented 
on their breasts and buttocks. 
They groped women, pressed 
against them, simulated sex acts 
or masturbated in front of  them. 
Supervisors traded better as-
signments for sex and punished 
those who refused.

That was a quarter-centu-
ry ago. Today, women at those 
plants say they have been sub-
jected to many of  the same 

abuses. And like those who com-
plained before them, they say 
they were mocked, dismissed, 
threatened and ostracized. One 
described being called “snitch 
bitch,” while another was ac-
cused of  “raping the company.” 
Many of  the men who they say 
hounded them kept their jobs.

In August, the federal agen-
cy that combats workplace dis-
crimination, the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission, 
reached a $10 million settlement 
with Ford for sexual and racial 

harassment at the two Chicago 
plants. A lawsuit is still making 
its way through the courts. This, 
too, happened before: In the 
1990s, a string of  lawsuits and 
an EEOC investigation resulted 
in a $22 million settlement and 
a commitment by Ford to crack 
down.

For Sharon Dunn, who sued 
Ford back then, the new lawsuit 
was a fresh blow. “For all the 
good that was supposed to come 
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Men at plants preyed on 
women; bosses used sex 
as currency, weapon

How culture of harassment persisted at Ford

ALYSSA SCHUKAR / NEW YORK TIMES

Gwajuana Gray is one of many 
Ford workers speaking out about 
the persistent culture of sexual 
harassment at the Chicago plant. TURN TO FORD » PAGE A9

Senate passes GOP tax plan
INSIDE

 ■Democrats 
backing away 
from pledge 
to force DACA 
vote / B1

 ■ Single vote 
decides race for 
Virginia’s House 
of Delegates, 
now split evenly 
between both 
parties / B1

WASHINGTON — Jubilant Re-
publicans pushed on early today to 
the verge of  the most sweeping re-
write of  the nation’s tax laws in more 
than three decades, a deeply unpop-
ular bill they insist Americans will 

learn to love when they see their 
paychecks in the new year. President 
Donald Trump cheered the lawmak-
ers on, eager to claim his first major 
legislative victory.

The Senate narrowly passed the 
legislation on a party-line vote, 51-48, 
after midnight, hours after the GOP 
rammed it through the House, 227-
203. But it wasn’t the final word in 
Congress because of  one last hiccup.

Three provisions in the bill, in-
cluding its title, violated Senate 
rules, forcing the Senate to vote to 
strip them out. So the massive bill 

was hauled back across the Capitol 
for the House to revote today, and Re-
publicans to celebrate again.

Hours earlier, House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, who has worked years toward 
the goal of  revamping the tax code, 
gleefully pounded the gavel on the 
House vote. GOP House members 
roared and applauded as they passed 
the $1.5 trillion package that will 
touch every American taxpayer and 
every corner of  the U.S. economy, 
providing steep tax cuts for busi-
nesses and the wealthy, and more 
modest help for middle- and low-in-

come families.
Despite Republican talk of  spend-

ing discipline, the bill will push the 
huge national debt ever higher.

“This was a promise made. This 
is a promise kept,” Ryan and other 
GOP leaders said at a victory news 
conference.

After the delay for a second House 
vote, the measure then heads to 
Trump, who is aching for a win after 
11 months of  legislative failures and 
nonstarters. The president tweeted 

BACK TO HOUSE » Revote 
today for minor changes, 
but top Republicans elated
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