ARTS PROGRAM
COMES TO LIFE »

49ERS MULLING
MULLENS »

SRJC student’s
contribution
helps start up
music activity for
schoolkids. A3

Quality backup
quarterbacks
are a precious
commodity, Phil
Barber writes. C1
WINNER OF THE 2018 PULITZER PRIZE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

Trump orders troop pullout
SYRIA » President declares
victory in 4-year war against
Islamic State militants
By HELENE COOPER, ERIC SCHMITT
AND MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump has ordered a rapid withdrawal of all 2,000 U.S. ground troops from
Syria within 30 days, declaring the
four-year American-led war against
the Islamic State militant group as
largely won, officials said Wednesday.
“We have defeated ISIS in Syria, my
only reason for being there during
the Trump Presidency,” the president said in a Twitter post Wednesday

morning. He offered no details on his
plans for the military mission, nor a
larger strategy, in Syria.
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, the White
House press secretary, said in a statement that “we have started returning
United States troops home as we transition to the next phase of this campaign.”
But Pentagon officials who had
sought to talk the president out of the
decision as late as Wednesday morning argued that such a move would
betray Kurdish allies who have fought
alongside U.S. troops in Syria and who
could find themselves under attack in
a military offensive now threatened
by Turkey.
One U.S. official said Kurdish leaders were informed of the president’s

decision Wednesday morning.
“At this time, we continue to work
by, with and through our partners in
the region,” Col. Rob Manning, a Pentagon spokesman, said in a brief statement.
A second official said the withdrawal of troops would be phased out over
several weeks and that the U.S.-led
airstrike campaign against the Islamic State in Syria, which began in 2014,
would continue. That official said the
military hoped to rely on Kurdish
fighters on the ground to help with
targeting.
Officials discussed the emerging
policy on condition of anonymity
before any announcement from the
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TURKISH DEFENCE MINISTRY

Turkish and U.S. troops conduct joint patrols around
the Syrian town of Manbij last month.

SHIPPING » Busiest week of the year finds UPS, post office and other
delivery services scrambling to make sure everyone has happy holidays

Boxes, boxes everywhere

IMMIGRATION

14,300
migrant
children
detained

Child development
expert calls federal
program ‘moral disaster’
By GARANCE BURKE
AND MARTHA MENDOZA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Rebecca Smith loads her car up with boxes of Christmas presents for family members at the UPS store on West College Avenue in Santa Rosa on
Tuesday. With the holiday giving season in full swing, this week marks the busiest shipping and receiving period of the year.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

R

ebecca Smith parked
in front of her favorite
UPS Store in west Santa
Rosa this week and left her
emergency lights flashing while
she picked up the latest load
of Christmas gifts she bought
online several weeks ago.
Two dozen boxes, each containing multiple toys, cooking
utensils, clothes, underwear
and other gifts the Cotati resident will give to family members coming to her house for
Christmas, were waiting for her
Tuesday.
Meanwhile, inside the UPS
Store on West College Avenue,

staff worked feverishly taking
mail orders, preparing shipments and carefully boxing
wrapped presents.
People waited in line to ship
packages to places like Boise,
Idaho; Vancouver, Washington;
Lansdale, Pennsylvania; San
Antonio, Texas; Plattsburg,
Missouri; and Great Falls,
Montana.
With the holiday giving
season in full swing, this week
marks the busiest shipping and
receiving period of the year,
said Jackie and Barry Duncan,
owners of the UPS Store.
One of 9,000 UPS retail
locations, the Duncuns’ West
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Customers Alyssa Connor, left, and Bailey Hagle, right, prepare their
boxes to be shipped at the UPS store on West College Avenue.

On country ranches and city
centers, in suburban homes
and crowded tents, the Trump
administration has scattered
about 14,300 migrant children
in shelters, detention centers
and foster homes over the past
20 months.
An Associated Press investigation finds
that most mi- INSIDE
grant children Federal judge
have been held overturns Trump
in large facili- immigration
ties with more policy / B1
than 100 kids.
The AP obtained exclusive data revealing
the breadth of the government’s
program for migrant children in
custody.
Decades after the U.S. stopped
institutionalizing kids because
large and crowded orphanages
were causing lasting trauma, it
is happening again. The federal
government has placed most of
the 14,300 migrant toddlers, children and teens in its care in detention centers and residential
facilities packed with hundreds,
or thousands, of children.
As the year draws to a close,
some 5,400 detained migrant
children in the U.S. are sleeping in shelters with more than
1,000 other children. Some
9,800 are in facilities with
100-plus total kids, according to
confidential government data
obtained and cross-checked by
the Associated Press.
That’s a huge shift from just
three months after President
Donald Trump took office, when
the same federal program had
2,720 migrant youth in its care;
most were in shelters with a
few dozen kids or in foster programs. Some of the children
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