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END OF AN ERA » Earle Baum 
Center’s founding president 
set to retire.   A3

SIREN MAKER SUED » 4,400 
firefighters allege not enough 
done to protect hearing.   A8

PAINFUL LOSSES » Raiders lose 
chance at playoffs; 49ers clinch 
last place in NFC West.   B1
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Owner Akash Kalia plans to convert The Palms Inn in Santa Rosa into permanent housing for homeless people and military veterans.

Motel shifts to units 
for vets, homeless 

County’s 
most 
liberal 
city is ...

Crunching reams of  cam-
paign finance reports, an on-
line political data service has 
confirmed one of  the bedrock 
truths of  Sonoma County pol-
itics, ranking Sebastopol — 
friend of  solar power, interna-
tionalism and the environment; 
foe of  nuclear power, Wi-Fi and 
SmartMeters — the most liberal 
city in the county.

Tucked into the hills west of  
the Laguna de Santa Rosa and 
suspended — 
some would 
say — in a 1960s 
time-warp, the 
city of  7,500 
has a lock on 
l e f t - l e a n i n g 
s e n t i m e n t 
that landed it 
among the top 
100 most liberal 
cities in the nation, according to 
Crowdpac, the data service that 
calculated ideological rankings 
for 4,994 U.S. cities and towns 
with a population greater than 
6,000.

Sebastopol was ranked the 
56th most liberal community, 
behind Berkeley (ranked 7th) 
and Arcata (47), but in front of  
Santa Cruz (91) and way ahead 
of  Santa Rosa, which came in at 
348.

Sebastopol Mayor Sarah 
Glade Gurney, an attorney 
who’s lived in town since 1978, 
said she wasn’t surprised at the 
conclusion reached by Crowd-
pac.

“I would hope it would be 
mine,” she said, describing Se-
bastopol as a “gray-hair, North 
Berkeley sort of  community.”

The city has drawn notice — 
or notoriety in some circles — 
for its fight against PG&E over 

An experiment is underway at a 
motel on a downtrodden stretch of  
Santa Rosa Avenue just outside the 

city limits. 
If  successful, supporters say it could 

provide permanent lodging for Sonoma 
County’s most imperiled homeless people 
and save taxpayers thousands of  dollars 
per year by steering residents away from 
emergency rooms, jails and other high-
cost treatment facilities.

Akash Kalia, a 24-year-old college drop-
out who left school in 2012 to purchase his 
parents’ floundering motel, is converting 
all 104 rooms at The Palms Inn into sin-
gle-room-occupancy housing for homeless 

people and military veterans.
“Being where we are on the south side 

of  Santa Rosa, I see the need for this on a 
daily basis — there’s a lot of  people in this 
area who can’t afford housing, especially 
now in this market,” Kalia said. “I’ve had 
people stay at the hotel who can’t find any-
where, and it’s a mother, father and two 
kids and they’re working three jobs and 
they still can’t qualify for an apartment.”

Kalia said he moved back to Santa Rosa 
from Oregon to help his parents, who 
were struggling financially. He original-
ly planned to run his motel, catering to 
construction and trade workers in town 
on temporary jobs. He changed his mind 
when he was approached by his attorney, 
Jenni Klose, a Santa Rosa City Schools 
trustee. She’d worked on a similar project 

in San Francisco, where a substandard, 
largely vacant building located at 250 
Kearny St. was transformed into sin-
gle-room-occupancy housing for homeless 
veterans.

“It was known as the ‘house of  hor-
rors,’” Klose said, referring to the San 
Francisco single-room-occupancy hotel 
that had a bad reputation due to its filth 
and squalor. “My clients purchased it 
and made the deal with the city ... I saw it 
when they signed the lease ... that’s where 
I got the idea.”

Kalia said he immediately saw an oppor-
tunity to fill a need in his neighborhood by 
replicating the model.

“There’s more to life than just making 

Sebastopol ranked tops 
in county, No. 56 in 
nation; SR trails at 348
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Palms Inn set to convert all 104 rooms for needy within weeks

“I see the need for this on a daily basis — there’s a lot of people in this 
area who can’t afford housing, especially now in this market.”
AKASH KALIA, owner of The Palms Inn in Santa Rosa
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Wrong 
contestant 
crowned

LAS VEGAS — The Miss 
Universe contestant from the 
Philippines is this year’s win-
ner, but for one brief  moment 
Sunday evening, it appeared as 
if  it might be a repeat win for 
Colombia.

Colombia contestant Ariadna 
Gutierrez Arevalo was already 
wearing the crown as this year’s 
Miss Universe winner when 
host Steve Harvey returned to 
apologize.

Harvey said it was his mistake 
and that he would take respon-
sibility for not correctly reading 
the card, which said that contes-
tant Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach was 
this year’s winner and Colombia 
was actually the first runner-up.

He held up the card for Fox 
network cameras to see up close 
afterward. Talking with report-
ers afterward, Harvey and an 
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MISS UNIVERSE

US power grid vulnerable to hacks

SAN JOSE — Security researcher Bri-
an Wallace was on the trail of  hackers 
who had snatched a California universi-
ty’s housing files when he stumbled into 
a larger nightmare: Cyberattackers had 
opened a pathway into the networks run-
ning the United States power grid.

Digital clues pointed to Iranian hack-
ers. And Wallace found that they had 
already taken passwords, as well as en-
gineering drawings of  dozens of  power 

plants, at least one with the title “Mission 
Critical.” The drawings were so detailed 
that experts say skilled attackers could 
have used them, along with other tools 
and malicious code, to knock out electric-
ity flowing to millions of  homes.

Wallace was astonished. But this 
breach, the Associated Press has found, 
was not unique.

About a dozen times in the past de-
cade, sophisticated foreign hackers have 
gained enough remote access to control 
the operations networks that keep the 
lights on, according to top experts who 
spoke only on condition of  anonymity 
due to the sensitive nature of  the subject 
matter.

The public almost never learns the 
details about these types of  attacks — 
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Christian Vittorio, an AEP transmission field coordi-
nator, gives a tour of an AEP electrical transmission 
substation in Westerville, Ohio. 
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Calpine breach highlights fears 
that foreign attackers likely 
have capability to strike at will
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