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THOMPSON TOASTS GRIZZLIES » Warriors star has 
team-high 29 points in win over Grizzlies. C1

PEPPERWOOD PRESERVE » Video shows animals 
returning to areas once devastated by fires.   D1
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DA 
won’t 
charge 
owners

Lake County District Attor-
ney Don Anderson has decided 
not to prosecute the owners of  
a home where faulty hot tub 
wiring was pinpointed by state 
investigators as the cause of  
the deadly Valley fire that rav-
aged southern Lake County two 
years ago.

Anderson said he did not file 
felony charges against co-own-
ers John Pinch and Parker Mills 
because he could not prove they 
acted recklessly in connection 
with the wildland blaze that 
erupted in September 2015, kill-
ing at least four people and de-
stroying nearly 1,300 homes.

“We’re very confident that 
was the source of  the fire,” An-
derson said of  the wiring at the 
Cobb Mountain property, but 
there was insufficient evidence 
to sustain felony convictions, he 
said.

The Valley fire, which charred 
more than 76,000 acres and did 
$1.5 billion in damage, was rat-
ed at the time as the third most 
destructive fire in California 
history.

Eleven months later, Cal Fire 
issued an investigative report 
blaming unpermitted hot tub 
wiring at a rural home on High 
Valley Road as the fire’s source.

The agency’s 56-page report 
said the only plausible cause of  
the blaze was wiring installed 
by Pinch that overheated as a 
result of  a poor electrical con-
nection, reaching temperatures 
of  nearly 2,000 degrees and ig-
niting dry grass and leaves.

Firefighting costs totaled 
$57 million and the homeowners 
could be held liable for them if  
they were found to be negligent. 
The state Attorney General’s 
Office would typically handle 
any civil case to recoup those 
costs.

Cal Fire assigned six inves-
tigators who worked hundreds 
of  hours at a cost of  more than 
$100,000 on the Valley fire re-
port, said Janet Upton, a Cal 
Fire spokeswoman.

“At the end of  the day we un-
derstand it is up to the District 
Attorney to decide whether or 
not to proceed,” she said.

Anderson said Wednesday 
he was convinced Cal Fire had 
accurately identified the fire’s 
source as the home owned by 

Facebook job ads raise ageism concerns

A few weeks ago, Verizon placed an 
ad on Facebook to recruit applicants 
for a unit focused on financial plan-
ning and analysis. The ad showed a 
smiling, millennial-aged woman seat-
ed at a computer and promised that 

new hires could look forward to a re-
warding career in which they would 
be “more than just a number.”

Some relevant numbers were not 
immediately evident. The promotion 
was set to run on the Facebook feeds 
of  users 25-36 years old who lived in 
the nation’s capital, or had recently 
visited there, and had demonstrated 
an interest in finance. For a vast ma-
jority of  the hundreds of  millions of  
people who check Facebook every day, 
the ad did not exist.

Verizon is among dozens of  the na-

tion’s leading employers — including 
Amazon, Goldman Sachs, Target and 
Facebook itself  — that placed recruit-
ment ads limited to particular age 
groups, an investigation by ProPubli-
ca and the New York Times has found.

The ability of  advertisers to deliver 
their message to the precise audience 
most likely to respond is the corner-
stone of  Facebook’s business model. 
But using the system to expose job op-
portunities only to certain age groups 
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Mark Edelstein, a 58-year-old social-media marketing 
strategist, wasn’t shown job ads placed on Facebook 
by a company aiming it at a younger audience.

Despite faulty wiring, 
evidence of recklessness 
lacking, official says

Targeted promotions often 
exclude older applicants
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President Donald Trump shakes hands with Speaker of the House Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisconsin, as he speaks Wednesday on the South Lawn of the 
White House in Washington to acknowledge the final passage of tax overhaul legislation by Congress.

Trump notches 1st 
big legislative win

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump ended a chaotic first year by achiev-
ing his most convincing legislative triumph 
on Wednesday, making good on his prom-
ise to deliver what he called a “big, beau-
tiful” tax cut before Christmas and finally 
demonstrating the political power of  uni-
fied Republican control in Washington.

Trump will soon affix his signature to 
the $1.5 trillion tax overhaul that will have 
broad and far-reaching implications for in-
dividual and corporate finances, and will 
cement the president’s political ownership 
of  an already growing economy that he 
inherited from his predecessor, President 
Barack Obama.

House lawmakers gave final approval to 
the tax bill Wednesday, voting 224-201 to 
drop the corporate rate to 21 percent, from 
35 percent, and to deliver tax breaks to oth-
er businesses. As Republicans seek to bol-
ster American competitiveness and spur 

economic growth, the bill also includes tax 
cuts for individuals that are set to expire af-
ter 2025 to make the bill comply with budget 
rules. The president’s turbulent first year 
in office has been dogged by investigations, 
staff turmoil and legislative missteps. But 
with passage of  the tax overhaul, Trump 
will enter his second year in office with a 
roster of  Republican achievements that he 

Congressional lawmakers voted 
Wednesday to repeal the federal man-
date requiring most Americans to buy 
health insurance or pay a penalty, a de-
cision that could increase the ranks of  
uninsured Californians by nearly 2 mil-
lion people and hike premiums for those 
who remain covered. 

Passed as part of  the Republican-led 
$1.5 trillion tax overhaul, the mandate’s 
elimination will roll back a key com-
ponent of  the Affordable Care Act in 
2019 when signed into law by President 
Trump early next year. 

According to the Congressional Bud-
get Office, the new law will mean an 
estimated 13 million fewer people na-
tionwide will have health insurance in 
a decade, average individual premiums 
will rise about 10 percent and feder-
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With success of bill, 
president fulfills ‘big, 
beautiful’ promise

Tax plan could 
hike California’s 
uninsured by 1.7M

TAX OVERHAUL » SHOWING POLITICAL POWER
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Senate Minority Leader Sen. Chuck Schumer 
of New York, right, with House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-San Francisco, speaks 
at a news conference on Capitol Hill.


