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Oliver’s Market dairy manager Blayne Larson stocks a wide selection of eggs in their Stony Point Road store in Santa Rosa. 

Expensive eggs

Gunman 
bragged 
of plans 
to kill

NEW YORK — The man who 
shot and killed two police offi-
cers in New York City on Sat-
urday, targeting them solely 
because of  the uniforms they 
wore, boasted to two people 
about what he was about to do 
just moments before he opened 
fire on the officers as they sat in 
their patrol car.

In a chilling and detailed ac-
count of  the 
shooting, the 
police depart-
ment’s chief  
of  detectives, 
Robert Boyce, 
said the gun-
man, Ismaaiyl 
Brinsley, 28, 
first walked 
past the patrol 
car, crossed the 
street and then 
approached the 
car from be-
hind. He stood 
outside the 
passenger side 
window and 
fired four shots 
into the vehicle, killing the offi-
cers, Wenjian Liu, 32, and Rafael 
Ramos, 40.

Brinsley fled the scene but 
was followed by two Consoli-
dated Edison workers who the 
police called heroic. They alert-
ed the police that Brinsley had 
headed down onto a Brooklyn 
subway platform, where he was 
confronted by police officers and 
killed himself  with a single bul-
let.

The killing of  the two police 
officers, which Police Com-
missioner William Bratton 
has called an “assassination,” 
comes at a moment of  height-T en days before a groundbreaking 

animal welfare law takes effect in 
California, the price of  conven-

tional, “caged” chicken eggs has climbed 
so high that Sonoma County shoppers 
can pay less for cage-free brands.

Proposition 2, the animal welfare bal-
lot proposition passed by voters in 2008, 
is just one of  several factors responsible 
for the record price of  conventional 
eggs around the country, experts said. 
But the initiative is largely credited for 
reshaping the nation’s egg industry and 
for prompting high-stakes legal battles 
and regulatory debates that continue to 
this day.

The law, which effectively banned stan-
dard “battery cages,” takes effect Jan. 1.

In Santa Rosa, shoppers last week 

could buy Uncle Eddie’s large, cage-free 
eggs for $2.69 a dozen at Oliver’s Market 
on Stony Point Road. That was $1 cheap-
er than for the same size of  conventional 
eggs sold under the store’s own brand.

At G and G Supermarket on West Col-
lege Avenue, Clover Stornetta’s cage-free 
eggs were selling for 30 cents cheaper 
than conventional eggs from Petaluma 
Farms. And at Safeway on Fourth Street, 
shoppers needed to pay only 10 cents 
more for Clover’s organic, cage-free eggs 
than for the Lucerne brand conventional 
eggs.

Cage-free and organic eggs normally 
garner a significant price premium over 
conventional eggs, experts said. But 
wholesale prices for conventional eggs 
in California and Nevada have jumped 
79 percent in the past month to a record 
$2.66 a dozen, according to Urner Barry, 
a Bayville, N.J., publisher that tracks 
eggs and other food products.

The price increases, similar to those 
occurring nationwide, are blamed on 
such factors as increased domestic con-
sumption and banner exports to Cana-
da and Mexico. But Proposition 2 also 
“definitely is playing a role,” said Brian 

Moments before shooting  
two NYPD officers, man  
said what he would do
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US may deem 
North Korea 

terror sponsor

HONOLULU — President 
Barack Obama says the United 
States is reviewing whether to 
put North Korea back on its list 
of  state sponsors of  terrorism 
as Washington decides how to 
respond to what he calls an “act 
of  cybervandalism,” not one of  
war, against a movie company.

Sony Pictures Entertainment, 
which said it canceled the theat-
rical release of  “The Interview” 
after distributors refused to 
show it, pledged to find a way to 
get the film out. “How it’s going 
to be distributed, I don’t think 
anybody knows quite yet,” a 
Sony lawyer said. The comedy 
involves a plot to assassinate 
North Korea’s leader.

Obama is promising to re-
spond “proportionately” to an 
attack that law enforcement 
blames on North Korea. “We’re 
not going to be intimidated by 
some cyberhackers,” he said.

The president said the U.S. 
would examine the facts to de-
termine whether North Korea 
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CHANGING INDUSTRY:  
‘Caged’ prices climb,  

cage-free brands less as 
new law set to take effect

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — Cars. 
Fishing boats. Houses. Entire villages. 
The 2004 tsunami left Banda Aceh with 
mountains of  debris up to 4 miles inland.

Driving in the remade communities to-
day, it’s easy to wonder where it all went. 
Some of  it is still there — recycled into 
road materials, buildings and furniture. 
Some of  it was burned, creating new en-
vironmental hazards. And most of  it was 
simply washed out to sea.

Ten years after that gigantic wave en-
gulfed this city of  4 million on the north-
ern tip of  Indonesia’s Sumatra island on 
the day after Christmas, Banda Aceh has 

been almost totally restored. The tangled 
mountains of  rubbish are gone, and it’s 
hard to imagine the destruction that once 
choked rivers, blocked streets and ripped 
up trees by the roots.

The endless heaps of  twisted metal, 
splintered wood and broken concrete 
have all disappeared except for some 
scattered reminders for tourists and lo-
cal residents. A drive along the coast 
highlights a stunning coastline with new 
houses perched near the beach. Lush 
mangroves have been planted to help 
withstand future tsunamis, fishermen 
are back at sea and farmers are again 
working their rice paddies.

Still, authorities are concerned about 
the health and environmental risks posed 

HERI JUANDA / Associated Press

Children play Thursday near a house on which a 
fishing boat landed after it was swept ashore by 
the 2004 tsunami in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. TURN TO TSUNAMI, PAGE A7
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10 years later: Where did tsunami debris go?
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