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FEELING THE CHILL » Visitors 
drop in with donations at 
SR homeless camp.   A3

SHIPPING SPIKE » UPS bracing 
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last-minute holiday rush.   A7

OUT OF THE LOOP » Lowell 
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Larry Birch, operations manager of Alliance Redwoods near Camp Meeker, watches Dutch Bill Creek rage Monday after days of rain.

Creeks open for coho

State struggles over water storage

FRIANT — Californians suffering 
through the fourth year of  a punishing 
drought have a new worry. With fierce 
storms predicted for the winter, they 
are bracing for floods by stockpiling 
sandbags and rushing to buy insurance.

Yet those who need water the most, 
farmers, are in a poor position to take 
advantage of  any deluge. If  El Niño 
floods pour into the Central Valley, the 

farmers will inevitably watch millions 
of  gallons of  water flow to the sea.

This state, forward-looking on other 
environmental issues, has been sty-
mied for decades over how to upgrade 
its plumbing system, an immense but 
aging network of  reservoirs and canals 
that move water from the mountainous 
north to the drier south.

But the prolonged drought of  recent 
years has prodded California into ac-
tion, with new laws and a willingness 
to spend public money to better prepare 
for a future that is likely to be more dif-
ficult because of  global warming. The 
state must decide how best to save the MAX WHITTAKER / NEW YORK TIMES 

Friant Dam, shown in October, uses the San Joaquin 
River to form Millerton Lake near Friant.

A three-day storm has pumped up 
drought-stricken creeks throughout 
the Russian River watershed, opening 

a watery door to the winter spawning run of  
imperiled coho salmon and serenading rural 
residents with the sound of  rushing water.

All 22 coho spawning tributaries of  the Rus-
sian River were open Monday, and eight adult 
coho had made it up Dry Creek to the fish 
hatchery at Warm Springs Dam, proof  that the 
critical run was under way, said Eric Larson, 
environmental program manager for the state 
Department of  Fish and Wildlife Bay-Delta 
Region.

Creeks that were cut off from the river, with 
a trickle of  water at best between shallow 
pools, had fast-moving, chocolate-brown water 

on Monday after the storm dropped nearly 1.5 
inches of  rain on Santa Rosa over the weekend 
and rain kept falling Monday.

“We’re very excited,” Larson said, adding 
that scientists were also anxious to see how 
many coho will ultimately return to spawn 
in the creeks where they hatched three years 
ago.

This season’s run of  the endangered species 
is critical because it is the first generation of  
coho born during California’s drought, which 
has threatened a broad effort, dating back 
to 2001, to bring coho salmon back from the 
verge of  extinction.

About 550 coho returned during the winter 
of  2012-13, marking the program’s best-ever 
result, but the number has steadily declined 
since, with about 200 returning to the Rus-

Russian River spawning tributaries flowing for critical run
FISH AT RISK
Decades ago, up to 500,000 
coho spawned in Northern 
California river systems, 
dwindling to about 5,000 by 
the mid-1990s. 
About 550 coho returned 
during the winter of 2012-13, 
but the number has steadily 
declined since, with about 
200 returning to the Russian 
River basin last winter. 
All 22 coho spawning 
tributaries of the Russian 
River were open Monday, 
and eight adult coho already 
had made it up Dry Creek to 
the fish hatchery at Warm 
Springs Dam.
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6 US SOLIDIERS DIE: 
Americans killed in 
suicide car bombing near 
base in Afghanistan/ A8
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WATER CRISIS » RAIN PROVIDES MUCH-NEEDED RELIEF

As California weighs how to 
help farmers during droughts, 
choice could have global impact

Some 
gay men 
can give 
blood

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on Monday lifted a de-
cades-old, lifetime ban on blood 
donation for men who have had 
sex with other men, replacing it 
with a 12-month “deferral” pe-
riod that prohibits such donors 
from giving blood for a year af-
ter their last same-sex contact.

The agency said its updated 
policy reflects “the most cur-
rent scientific evidence” and 
mirrors the approach taken in 
other countries, such as Austra-
lia and Britain. “We have taken 
great care to ensure this policy 
revision is backed by sound sci-
ence and continues to protect 
our blood supply,” FDA Acting 
Commissioner Stephen Ostroff 
said in a statement.

But some gay rights advocates 
were less than pleased with the 
12-month deferral policy, which 
requires men who have sex with 
other men to remain abstinent 
for a year before giving blood. 
The National Gay Blood Drive, a 
group that has pushed for rolling 
back the decades-old ban, said 
that while it supports the FDA’s 
updated approach, “the revised 
policy is still discriminatory.”

“While many gay and bisexu-
al men will be eligible to donate 
their blood and help save lives 
under this 12-month deferral, 
countless more will continue 
to be banned solely on the ba-
sis of  their sexual orientation 
and without medical or scien-
tific reasoning,” the group said 
in a statement. The organiza-
tion’s founder and director, 
Ryan James Yezak, said the 
FDA should move toward an ap-
proach based on assessing each 
potential donor’s risk on the ba-
sis of  individual behaviors.

Daniel Bruner, senior policy 

By BRADY DENNIS
WASHINGTON POST

FDA eases restrictions, 
but activists say 12-month 
ban still discriminatory
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Officials representing three 
Lake County Indian tribes and 
county officials Monday signed 
a first-of-its kind local agree-
ment aimed to improve pro-
tection of  tribal artifacts and 
cultural resources within the 

ancient Clear Lake basin. 
The pact, driven by a state 

law enacted last year, calls for 
the tribes to be consulted about 
proposed development projects 
in their geographic areas before 
government agencies decide 
what type of  environmental re-
view is necessary. 

“The intention is to protect sa-
cred sites,” said Dino Beltran, a 
member of the Koi Nation, a land-
less tribe that once inhabited the 
southeastern Clear Lake area. 

The agreement is one of  sev-

eral collaborative efforts under-
way to enhance preservation 
of  the remnants of  tribal civi-
lizations around the lake and 
its surrounding basin, which 
a state archaeologist estimates 
has been inhabited for at least 
13,000 years. 

Indian artifacts and archae-
ological sites are strewn across 
Lake County due to the abun-
dant hunting, fishing and gath-
ering opportunities historically 
available around the lake, which 
naturalists estimate at more 

than 2 million years old.  
“It’s amazingly rich,” said 

Breck Parkman, senior archae-
ologist with the state parks de-
partment. It’s nearly impossible 
to stand on a piece of  land in the 
county that doesn’t have some 
archaeological artifacts, he said.

To help preserve those re-
sources, leaders from three of  
the county’s seven tribes on 
Monday signed an agreement 
that essentially codifies a 2014 
state law that went into effect 
in July. AB 52 called for tribes, 

upon their request, to be con-
sulted an earlier step when 
dealing with any proposed de-
velopment within their historic 
homeland. It also created a new 
category — tribal cultural re-
sources — under the California 
Environmental Quality Act, the 
law that guides development 
oversight.

The pact comes as the county 
and tribes also have been work-
ing together to reduce thefts of  

Deal protects Clear Lake artifacts
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Pact involving 3 tribes, 
Lake County comes amid 
growing number of thefts
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